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THE 

WAY to the TEMPLE 



OF 



True HONOR and FAME, 

BT THE 

PATHS; of HEROIC VIRTUE. 




CHAP. L 
Of ARISTOMENESv 

rftE Meflenians, who had for a long 
c time borne the cruel treatment of their 
■inftiking lords, the Lacedaemonians, 
fbeeame at Iaft unable to futfain it long- 
er. Aristomenes, the fon-of Nicomedes of An- 
dania, defcended of the royal family, was the princi- 
pal promoter of a- revolt.. He was boldi ehterpriz- 
ing, intrepid, a: man of ftrong judgement,, frrift ho* 
nor, and enthufiaftically fond of liberty and his coun- 
try. He perceived that the Argives and Arcadians 
were friends only by force* to the Sparirns, wanting, 
Vol* 11. fc, %&fe 



z ARISTQMENES. 

and wifhing for an opportunity to revenge the many 
injuries, which had been done to them by this haughty 
nation. To thefe Ar istomenes made application ; 
and receiving encouragement more conformable to 
his wifhes than his expectation, he engaged his coun- 
try-men unanimoufly to take up arms. 

A bout- a year after the revolt began, and before 
either party had received any auxiliaries ; the Spar- 
tans and MeifeniaHs met at a village called Derae, 
where an obftinate engagement enfued. Aristo- 
jkenes behaved fo well in this action, that he 
brought Victory to his fide, and was conceived tQ 
have performed more than mortal achievements. In 
* gratitude therefore to him and to reward his brave- 
ry, refpect being ajfo had to hisdefcent from Epytus, 
the founder of 'the royal family, his countrymen 
unanimoufly ftluted him king* He modeftly waved 
this title A alledging that he took* up arms to fet 
them free, and not to make himfelf great. He con- 
fented however to accept the title of General, with 
a power of dcing whatsoever he thought requiiitc 
for tl ^ fcrvice of the public,. f 

Kno.wing the fuperftition of the age in which 
fea lived, he refolved to intimidate tl>e Spartans, by 
^levying them wjiat he was. fure they would take foe 
an ill Omeii. 4 Djfguillng himfelf therefore he went 
y featelv, to the city, where in tlic night he hung up 

af&eli 



ARISTOMENES. 3 

a fliield on the wall of the temple of Minerva, with 
this infer lotion : Aristomenes dedicates this, out 
ef thsfpoil of the Spartans, to tlte Goddefs. 

From the refolution of the MefTenian?, wh» 
uere fired with all the refenlment that ftripes and 
imprifonments and indignities of every kind could 
produce, it was eafily perceived that the war would 
be both long and bloody. The Lacedaemonians 
therefore fent deputies to Delphi, to enquire of the- 
Oracle concerning its event. The anfwer which they 
brought back, was, that It behoved the Spartans to Jeek 
a Leader from Athens. The Athenians were therefore 
applied to on this occaiion, and, being naturally^ 
envious of the Spartans, gramted their requeil indeed, 
but in fitch a manner as manifefxed their ill-will. 
For they fent thenv one Tyrtaeus to be their General, 
a fchool-mafter and a poet, and who was fufpe&ed 
to be a little difordered in brain. But here their (kill 
failed them. For this captain, notwithitanding his 
defpicable appearance, proved of mighty confer 
quence to Sparta, inftru&ing them how to ufe their 
good, and how to bear up under evil Fortune. 

In the mean time Aristomenes had drawn 
together a mighty army; the Eleans, Argives, Si- 
cyonians, and Arcadians having fent troops to his 
afliftance ; the Spartans having in this war no ally 
feu* Qtoutfbt The. SjgaitajQL kings, according to tha 

cuftgm. 



4 ARISTOMENES. 

cuftom of their city, no fooner took the field, than, 
notwithftanding the inferiority of their numbers, they 
offered battle to the enemy. This was readily ao v 
cepted by Aristomenes. The engagement was 
long, ob&inate, and bloody* But in the end the 
Mefifenians were viftorious ; and the Lacedaemonians' 
being forced to betake themfelves to flight, were pur- 
sued with great flanghter. Ar istomekes follow- 
ed them dofe> notwithftanding that Theocles, the* 
footh-faycr, averred that he faw Caftor and Pollux' 
in a tree, by which there was a neceffky of his paf-' 
fing in the purfuit, and therefore called him back.. 
But the warnr gentral.'continued. his progrefs for all* 
this, and, when he came to the tree, loft his fhield.^ 
This gave the Lacedaemonians an opportunity of 
-withdrawing without further lofs.. It is fcarce to be* 
conceived htflr much the Spartans wart difpiriteci 
with this defeat* TKey grew: weary of the war, dif- 
fetisned with their kings, and diffident of their ow«t 
power. In a word, they funk into a general uneafi4 
»efs, and were diicouraged to the laft degree. ' 

In this univerfal- defpondence the Athenians? 
General convinced them, that he was capable of. 
fulfilling aM the promifes of the Oracle.. He direct- 
ed them by his counfek ^ he advifed them to rei- 
cruit their broken armies by chofen men from among % 
theHelofces,. Hefhcwed ; them the danger and ex- 
tjseme £0% of diffidence,* Ha routed them to the 

jrafticcv 



ARISTOMENES. 5 

pra&ice of thofe virtues, for which Sparta had been 
hitherto eminent ; and encouraged them in a wonder- 
ful manner by his poems. " Tyrteus, O moft di- 
*' vine poet, (faid Plato of him afterwards) to us 
** thou feemeft wife and virtuous, for having adorn- 
* # ed, with fuch excellent praifes, thofe who difting- - 
44 uifhed themfelves in battle." For thus, as Horace 
tn his art of poetry obferves, 

Tyrtaus, by the Mufe infpir'd, 

To deeds of arms the martial fpirit hYd. 

To give our readers a tafte of the genius of this 
-ancient poet, we fhall fubjoin a tranflation of one 
pf his performances on this occafion ; 

In deathlefs verfe no more the man be nam'd # 
Or for the race, or ftrong Palaeftra, fam'd ; 
In fize and Nerves, with Cyclops, tho' he vies. 
Or fwifter than the Thracian Boreas, flies ; 
Tho' fair Tithonus he furpafs in grace, 
Or more than Midas, heaps of gold pofiefs ; 
More abfolute than Pelops, tho' he reign'd, 
Or more perfuaflon than Adraftus, gain d ; 
Or ev ry honor with the nobleft, fhare : 
All but impetuous force in glorious war. 
No He roe he ; unlefs his eyes furvey. 
With Item delight, the fanguinary fray ; 
Unlefs with fhield to fliield, lie prefs the foe, 
And foot to foot, exchanging blow for blew. 
Vou II, Q 'T* 
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Tis Virtue this Tis excellence moft high — . 

The beft, the nobleft praife, that youth can buy. • 

With fuch incitements Tyrtaeus infufed fo muck 
military ardor into the Spartan youth, that they 
were now more follicitous for a proper interrment, 
than for their fafety. On which account they fatten*- 
ed tickets to their arms, infcribed with their own 
and their father's names, that alt ho' they ihould all 
fall in battle, and the lineaments of their faces be 
fo difguifed by wounds or length of time, as not to 
fce diftinguiihed, being yet known by their tickets, 
they might be entitled to the rites of fepulture. 
The kings, feeing this difpofition in the army, took 
care that the enemy fhould not be long unacquaint- 
ed with it, . 

But this, inftead of infilling terror into the 
minds of the Me (Fenians, only infpired a miTual e- 
mulation. AndARisTOMENES,on the other hand, 
afted with no lefs prudence and vigour. He thought 
it not enough to reftore the reputation of the Mef- 
fenians, if he did not alfp reftore their wealth and 
power. He therefore taught them to aft ofleniively 
againft their enemies ; and entering the territories 
of Sparta, he took and plundered Phar*, a con- 
fiderable borough in Laconia, putting to the fvyord 
all fuch as made any refiftance, and carrying off at 
jh$ fame time an immenfe booty. This was an in- 
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j&ry which the Spartans couid not brook with pa- 
tience. They therefore immediately difpatched a: 
body of forces to overtake the Meflenians; which 
accordingly they did, but very little to their profit. 
For Arxstomenes gallantly engaged and routed 
thefe purfuers, and continued to make a mighty 
daughter of them, 'till fuch time as he was difabled 
by having a fpear thrtift through his thigh, which 
occasioned his being carried out of the battle. 

His cure, which took up fbme time, being finish- 
ed, he determined to carry the war even to ther 
gates of Sparta ; and for that purpofe raifed a very 
great army. But whether he found his defign im- 
practicable ; or was really diverted by fome dream* 
he gave out that Caftor and Pollux, with their fitter 
Helena, had appeared to him, and commanded him- ' 
to defifh We are to imagine that the'firft was adhi- 
aJly the cafe ; and that the laft was given out to Sa- 
tisfy the people* 

A fhort time after this retreat, going with a fmall 
party to make an incur/ion, and attempting to take 
fome* women prisoners, who- were celebrating religi- 
ous rites, near Egila, a village in Laconia, thofe 
zealous matrons fell upon him and his foldiers with 
fitch fury, that they put them to flight, and took 
him prifoner. However, he foon after made his 
efcape, and rejoined his forces. In- tbfc- \\\U&^ax 

, C z . <* 
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of the war, the Spartans with a great force entered 
Mcflenia, whither Ariftocrates* king of Aiqadia, 
was come with a great body of troops, to the affift- 
ance of his allies. Aristomenes therefore made 
no difficulty of fighting, when the Spartans approach- 
ed* But, they entering privately into a negotiation 
with Ariftocrates, engaged him with bribes and pro- 
jnifes to betray his confederates. When therefore the 
battle began, the deceitful Arcadian reprefented to* 
the forces under his command, the mighty danger 
they were in, and the great difficulty there would 
be of retreating into their own country, in cafe the 
battle fhould be loft. He then pretended that the fa- 
crifices were unfavorable, and having terrified his» 
Arcadians into that difpofition of mind which was 
fitted to ferve his villainous purpofe, he not only 
drew them off from both wings, but in his flight 
forced through the Meffenian Ranks, and put them 
into confufion likew ife. Aristomenes .however* 
and his troops, drew themfelves into clofe order* ' 
that they might defend themfelves the beft they 
could. And indeed they had need of all their valor 
and (kill. For the Lacedaemonians, who expected 
this event, immediately attacked and fur rounded 
ibem on all fides. Fortune and numbers were at this, 
time tco powerful for the courage and conduct of 
the Meflenians : fo tliat, notwith (landing their ut- 
mod efforts, the greater part of the army was cut 
\A pieces^ and amongft them, the ch.ef of the nobility*. 

Aris- 
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Aristomenes, with the poor remiins of his- 
fhattered forces, retired as wellas he could ; and per- 
ceiving that it wa^ now impoflible to maintain the- 
war againft the Lacedaemonians upon equal terms, he* 
exhorted his country-men to fortify mount Era, and 
to make the beft difpofition poffible for a Ibng de* 
fence. He likewife placed^ ganffons in Pyios an<$ 
Methone on the fea-coafts ; and to thefe three place* 
he gathered all the inhabitants, leaving, the reft o£" 
Meflenia to the- mercy of the Spartans, 

4 On the other hand, the- Lacedaemonians- looked? 
on the war as already finiflied in a manner. For this 
reafon they divided the lands among their own citi- 
zens, and caufed them to be carefully cultivated^ 
while they befieged Era.. But A r i stom e n e s quick- 
ly convinced than, that the war was far from being- 
over.. He chofe out of all the Meflenians three 
hundred men- "With thefe he ravaged all the ad- 
jacent country, carrying off a< prodigious booty. 
And when Meflenia could no longer fupply the -want* 
of his garrifon, he penetrated into Laeonia, and bore- 
away com, wine, cattle, and whatever elfe was ne~ 
ceflary to thejfubfiftence of his country-men (hut up ia 
Era. So that at lait the Spartans were conftmined to 
ifiue a proclamation, which prohibited the cultiva- 
tion not only of the Mdfenian territory in their 
hands, but alfo of Laeonia in its vicinity. By this 
impolitic procedure they diftreficd themfelves more 
C 3 . than* 
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than their enemies, introducing at laft a famine mto 
Sparta itfelf, which brought with it its ufual attends 
ant, Sedition. Here again, all things had gone 
wrong, if the wifdom of their poetical general Tyr-. 
t*us had not fupported the Spartan courage. Nor 
was it without much difficulty that he influenced 
them to continue the blockade of Era, and to main-, 
tain a flying camp for the fecurity of the country. 

Aristomenes., ia { pight of all thefe precauti- 
ons, committed terrible depredations with his fmall 
corps of three hundred men* Amongft other places, 
which he plundered, the city of Amiclae was one.. 
From this place he carried not only a great quantity, 
of riches, but alfo many carriages loaden with pro* 
yifions. The kings of Spa,rta, lying with their troops, 
in its neighbourhood, as foon as they were informed, 
o/ this expedition, marc)ied after Aristomenes. 
with the utmoft diligence ; and, as the Meffenians. 
were, encumbered with their booty, came up with, 
them, before they could reach. Era. In this fituatioa 
oi things, Aristomenes, prompted rather by de-. 
fpair than prudence, difpofed his troops in order of 
Rattle, and, notwitftandiog they were fo few, made 
a, long and vigorous refiftanceagainft th$ whole La- 
cedaemonian army. At length however, numbers, 
prevailed.. The greajeft part of the Mefi^nians were 
flain upon the fpot, and Aristomenes, with a- 
fcout fifty of his men, wl*o fuxriyed the daughter* 

w.erQ; 
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were taken prifoners. A R is tom e h e s himfelf had 
received fo many wounds, that he was fenfeleis* 
when they carried liiai away* 

The Lacedaemonians exprefled the foudeftjby 
at the fight of this illuftrious captive, who for fo 
many years, by his fingle abilities, had enabled his 
exhaufted country, to defend itfelf againft the- whole 
force of the moll powerful and military ftate in 
Greece* But when he was recovered of his wounds, 
their behaviour towards him was mod ungenerous 
2nd unbecoming a brave enemy.. For they ordered 
him, and all his fellow-prifbners, to be thrown to- 
gether into a deep cavern : which was the commoa 
kind of punifhment for the loweft offenders. This 
judgment was executed with the utmoft feverity, ex* 
cepting that Aristomenes had the indulgence to 
put on his armour. Three days he continued in this 
difmal place, lying upon, and covered with, dead 
bodies. The third day, he was almoft famiflied for 
want of food, and almoft poifoned with tlie flench 
of corrupted carcafes, when he heard a fox gnawing % 
a body near him. Upon this, he uncovered his face ? 
and perceiving Jhc fox juft by him, he, with one 
hand* feized one of his hinder legs, and with the 
ojfcher defended his face by catching hold of his jaw, 
when he attempted to bite him. , Following as well as 
lie could, his draggling guide, the fox at iaft thruft 
bus head into, a little hole, Aristomejnes th?n. 
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letting go his leg, he foon forced his way through, 
and opened a paflage to the welcome rays of light, : 
from which the noble Mefienian had been fo long 
debarred. Feeble as he was,, he wrought himfelf an 
out-let with his nails ; and travelling by night with 
all the expedition he could, at length he arrived 
fafe at Era, to the inexpreflible joy and amazement 
of his country-men. When thefe news were firft 
blazed abroad, the Spartans woidd have had the 
whole to pafs for a fi&ion. But AursroMENEfr 
foon put the truth of it out of doubt, by falling up- 
on the polls of the Corinthians, who as allies to the 
Spartans, had a considerable body of troops before 
Era* Molt of their officers, with a multitude of. 
private men, were flain, and their camp pillaged. . 
In fliort, he did them fo much mifchief, that the 
Spartans, under the pretence of an approaching fef- > 
tival, agreed to a ceffation of arms for forty days*, 
that they might have time to bury their dead. 

On this occafion, Aristomenes, for the fecondi 
time, celebrated the Hecatompthonia, or the facri- 
rice appointed for thofe, who had killed an hundred. 
of the enemy with their own hands.. And he lived, 
to do it a third time, This will appear very extra- 
ordinary to the reader, when he is informed, that 
notwithstanding this truce*, certain Cretan archers,. 
in the fervice of the Spartans, feized Aristo mens- 
es, as he was walking without the. walls, and carried* 

hiitt. 
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liim away prifoner. There were nine of them in all. 
Two of them flew with the news to Sparta ; and fe- 
ven remained to guard their prifoner, whom they 
bound, and conduced to a folitary cottage, inha- 
bited only by a widow and her daughter. It fo fell 
out that the young woman had dreamed the night 
before, 4hat fhe faw a lion without claws, bound, 
and dragged along by wolves ; and that fhe having 
loafed hi9 bonds and given him claws, he immedi- 
ately tore the wolves to pieces. As loon as Aris- 
tomknks came into the cottage, and her mother, 
who knew htm, had told the daughter who he was, 
ibe initantly concluded that her dream was fulfilled* ' 
She therefore plied the Cretans with drink, which 
they fwallowed freely, and when they were afleep, 
took a poniard from one of them, cut the thongs^ 
with which Ajustomenss was bound, and then 
put it into his hands. He prefently verified her viri- 
on, by putting all his guards to death. He then 
carried her and her mother to Era, where, as a re- 
ward for her fervice, he married the young woman 
to his fon Gorgus, then about eighteen years of age. 

But the fate of MerTene was now approaching, 
notwithftanding the invincible fpirit of its general. 
"When Era was firft befieged, perfons had been fent 
to confult the Oracle at Delphi, concerning the e- 
vent. The anfwer was very difagreeable, being to 
this purpofe, 
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Thy fate, Meflene, now is near at hand, 
Nor can I longer the decree withftand, 
Tli3n 'till the He-goat from it banks fhall try- 
To tafte of Neda's ftreams, that fwiftly fly- 

: The word which is made to fignify an He-goat 
in thefe lines, is Tragos in rfie Greek language* 
Hence it came to pafs> that the Meffenians were 
fcrupuloufly carefuh that no he-goat fliould c*ome near 
the river. But, when the fate of Era, on which that 
of the whole territory depended, did realty approach r 
it appeared that the Oracle (as was frequently the 
cafp) had been quite mifunderftood. For Theocles r 
the foothfayer, obferving certain wild figs which 
grew by the river s fide, no longer mooting their 
lfaves upwards as they were wont to do-, but bend- 
ing them down towards the river, recollected that r 
aJtho* the other Greeks called this tree Olynthos, yet 
the Meffenians called it Tragos* He therefore gave 
notice of this to Aristomenes, and told him 
plainly, thaX he apprehended the Oracle to be ful- 
filled thereby. Upon this Aristomenes took a» 
certain facred Depofitum, which Lycus Jhe fon of 
Pandion had foretold mould be preferved 'till the 
MeiTenians were totally deftroyed. This- he buried* 
iu the moil private part of the mountain Ithome. In 
doing which he hazarded his life, by venturing with-, 
qnt the walla of Era, . 

WitEN; 
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When Era had now held out near eleven* years, 
it fell into the hands of the enemy by an accident. 
The fervant of one Empiramus, a Spartan commander, 
driving his mailer's cattle to drink at the river Neda> 
met frequently with the wife of a MefTenian, whom 
lie engaged in an amour. This woman gave him 
notice that her hufband's houfe was without the wall; 
fo that he could come to it without danger, when 
the good man was abroad. She likewife gave him 
intelligence, when her hufband was upon duty in 
garrifoi^ The Spartan failed not to come at the 
the time appointed ; but they had not been long in 
bed, before the hufband returned. This put the 
houfe into great confufion. The woman however 
fecured her gallant, and then let in her hufband whom 
fhe received, in appearance, wkh great joy, en- 
quiring again and again by what excefs of good for- 
tune fhe was fo unexpectedly blened with his return. 
The innocent MefTenian told her that Aristomen- 
£s being detained in his bed by a wound, the foldi- 
ers, knowing that he could not walk the rounds, had 
a grant from their officers to retire to their houfes, 
to avoid the bitter inclemency of the feafon. The 
Spartan, after he had heard this, crept as foon and 
as foftiy as he could, out of doors, and haftened 
away to carry the news to his matter. It fo hap* 
pened that the kings were at this time abfent from 
the camp, and Empiramus had the chief command of 
j£e army. As foon as he received this information* 
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he ordered his army to begin to march, though it 
rained exceflively, and there was no moon-light. 
The fellow guided them to the ford, and managed 
matters fo well, that they feized ail the Meflenian 
polls. Yet after all, they were afraid to engage. 
Darknefs, an high wind, heavy rain, together with 
the dread of Aristomenes, kept them quiet in 
the places which they had feized. 

But as foon as it was light, the attack began ; 
and Era had been quickly taken, if only the men 
had defended it. But the women fought with fuch 
fury, and by mingling in the fray, brought fuch an 
acceffion of numbers, as made the event doubtful. 
Three days and two nights this defperate engagement 
lafted. At laft, all hopes of preferving the city be- 
ing loft, Aristomen es drew off his wearied troops. 
JEarly on the fourth morning, he difpofed the wo- 
men and children in the centre, the Meffentan youth 
in the front and rear, and the men, wlio were lefs 
able, in the main body. Himfelf commanded the 
.van ; the rear-guard was brought up by Gorgus and 
Manticlus, the former the fon of Aristomenes, 
the latter of Theocles, a Meflenian of great merit, 
who fell with much glory in this attack, fighting ya* 
Jiantly in the caufe of his country. When all things 
were ready, Aristomenes caufed the laft barrier 
to be thrown open, and, brandifhing his fpear, 
(parched directly towards the Spartan troops, in 
;~ order 



ARISTOMENES. *y 

order to force a paflage. Empi ramus, perceiving his 
latent, ordered his men to open to the right and left, 
and freely gave them the paflage which lie durit not 
difpute with them. So that Aristomenes march- 
ed off witli all his people, in triumph, as it were, 
towards Arcadia. 

The Arcadians, when they heard that Era was 
taken, were very dellrous of fuccouring their old 
confederates in this deep diftrefs. They therefore 
entreated their king Ariftocrates to lead them into 
Meflenia. But he, corrupted by the Lacedaemonians, 
perfuaded them that it was too late; that the Meffen- 
ians were all cut off; and that fuch a ftcp would only 
cxpofe them to the fury of the conquerors. When 
the thing appeared to be otherwife, and it was 
known that Aristomenes was on the frontiers of 
Arcadia, they went in crowds to carry hfm proviii- 
ens, and to teftify their readinefs to afford him, and 
thofe under his command, all the afliftance in their 
l>ower. Aristomenes defired to be heard before 
a general aftembly ; which being accordingly con- 
voked, he there opened the boldeft and beft-iaid 
fcheme recorded in hiftory. - He faid that he had yet 
five hundred undaunted foldiers, who would under- 
take any thing that hiinfelf fhould think proper to 
command ; that it was very probable that moil of the 
Spartans were at that time employed in pillaging 
Era ; and that therefore he was determined, with 
■ Vol, If* D tb&JL 
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their afliftance, to march and furprize Sparta, This 
appeared fo feafible, that all the affembly loudly 
commended his great capacity and unfhaken cour- 
age. Ariftocrates liowever took care to betray him 
again, Jiaving, by various pretences, retarded the 
execution of the projeft. The Arcadians, who be*- 
gan to fufpeft him, waited for, and furpriz'ed his 
meffenger on his return. They took the letters from 
him, and read them openly in the affembly. The 
purport of them was, that they acknowledged his 
great kindnefs both now and in the battle ; and pro- 
mised that the Lacedaemonians would be grateful. 
As foon as the letters were read, the Arcadians 
were fo enraged with indignation, that they fell im- 
mediately to ftoning their king, frequently calling 
upon the Meffenians to lend their afliftance in this 
meritorious execution. Yet the Meffenians did not 
flir, waiting for the orders of Aristomen£s. But 
this truly great man, far from triumphing in this 
fpectacle, flood ft ill with his eyes fixed on the 
ground which he moiftened With his tears ; his foul 
being pierced with forrow to fee a crowned head fo 
ihamefully and fo defervedly put to death. The Ar- 
cadians afterwards erecled a monument over him, 
with an infcription to perpetuate his infamy. 

As for the Meffenians under the command of 
Corgus and Manticlus, they paffed over into Sicily ; 
pyhexc they founded the city of Meffeae, one of the 

moft 
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irioft famous in the ifland. Aristomenes, how- 
ever, remained in Greece, where he married all his 
daughters, except the younger!, to perfons of great 
rank. 

A prince of Rhodes, enquiring of the Oracle at 
Delphi, Whom he fhould efpoufe, that his fubje&s 
might be liappy under his pofterity, was direfted to 
marry the daughter of the moft wordvy of the Greeks. 
This anfwer was immediately underftood to point at 
the virgin-daughter of Aristomenes. Her there- 
fore he demanded and received, Aristomenes 
accompanying him back to his dominions. Here he 
formed a fcheme of uniting the Lydians and Medesf 
againft the Spartans, refolving, with this view to go 
into Media, and to the court of Sardis. But, while 
he meditated thefe great things, death furprifed him, 
and thereby freed Lacedaemon from the moft inveter- 
ate enemy that ever flic was engaged with. His foil- 
in-law honored his memory with a moft magnificent 
tomb. And as for his fame, all hiftorians have fhewa 
the utmoft regard in conferring it. 

Patriot, or Hero, Prince, whate'er thy name r 
Whofe fole endeavour is immortal Fame, 
This praife may well thy beft ambition pleafe, 
If next in rank to Aristomenes. 

D 2 CHAP* 
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CHAP. II. 

Of SAPPHO'. 

HEROISM is by no means confined to military 
atchievements, or to the male part of the hu- 
man fpecies, to Vrhtoh they chiefly belong. For Hie- 
ro'tfin or Virtue/ fat the general acceptation of it, is 
that complication of great and excellent qualities, 
which conititiUes a* extraordinary perfon. To this 
' the ft* have undoubtedly an equal right, and, was 
H not for their 6on£ned education, might put in a 
mb*e frequent claim to it. 

Few names of antiquity, among the ladies efpe- 
eially, have been tranfmitted to us, with a luftre 
equal to that of Sappho. Yet fhe has been *much 
airftaken, and her fame inadvertently injured by in- 
judicious writers : fo that it is neceflary to do that 
juftice to this illuftrious character, which no one elfe 
hath hitherto undertaken. T 

The city of Mitylene in the ifland of Lefbos, 
was the place of her birth. This city was anciently 
the feat of all polite arts and literature. There Arif- 
totle refidqd^ two years, that he might improve by 

the 
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the converfation of the learned men of the place- 
There Epicurus read public lectures at thirty yeaisof 
age. It gave birth alio to Pittacusthe Sage ; to AF- 
cfcus the famous Lyric poet, contemporary with ouc 
Heroine ; to Tejpandeiy who was the fift that &b* 
ted feven firings to the Lyre, whicli gave occafionto* 
the Fable of Orpheus's head being heaid to fpeak in: 
this ifland, after it was cut off in Thrace, as Eufta- 
thius ingeniouily explains it ; to Hellanicus the ce- 
lebrated hiftorian ; to Diophanes the Rhetoricau ^ 
to the learned Theophanes, the favourite of Pom- 
pey ; and many other eminent peifcns. But they* 
efteemed it their greateft honor to have given birth 
to this famous Heroine. For which reafbn the Mi- 
tylenaeans ftamped her image upon their coins. One: 
of thefe is in the collection, of lord Pembroke, with* 
a Pegafus on the reverfe. 

She was the daughter of Scamandronymus of theo 
fame city, and is called the fair Sappho, by Phxdrus 
in Plato ; but this epithet is applied to her, not oiv 
account of her beauty, but her learning, wifdom and 
virtue. For Plato in that dialogue is profefledljr 
fpeaking of the wife men and -women among the anci- 
ents, and, with refpedl to the lair, makes mention* 
of Sappho only. Strabo calls her a prodigy, " Nor 
** have we," fays he,. " in all fo remarkable antiquity 
"any woman equal> or. in the lea ft comparable t®. 
Kci" It is true that he fpeaks with an eye to her 
D J, -oceticib 
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poetical endowments. But the fragments, that re- 
main to us of her compofitions, befpeak her through- 
ly averfe to Vice, and perfectly in love with Virtue. 
A young man being fhewn to her, whofe beauty was 
much taken notice of, flie anfwered, 

Much beauty in. his f^ce I read, 
If good, he fhall be fair indeed ! 

And on the fubjeft of riches, thus ihe writes, 

Riches, when Virtue's charms are hid, 
Are wort hlefs, as the barren weed : 
In both, well-temper'd, yet we fee 
. The fum cf all felicity. 

Her reproof of Alcaeus is greatly to our purpofe, 
and exceedingly pretty. That poet an4 patriot, fo.r 
lie was both in a very eminent degree, was much 
of the fame jovial difpofitiqn with fcis after-imitator 
JHoiace ; an4 feems at one time to have entertained 
jTome deiign ujpqn th js lady's Virtue. He addr,effed her 
in the following ftrain, 

Fain would I fpeak ~but Modefty forbids. 

To wjiich fhe wrote tlje following anfwer, 

If love of what is good or fair, 
a Engag'd fliy mind and claimed thy care* 
And only purity of will 
^eftrain!d thy tongic from fpeaking ill, 
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Scarce had thy Modefty concealed, 
For Goodnefs (till is belt reveal'd. 

She is reprefented by Maximus Tyrius and others* 
to have been of a brown complexion and little in na- 
ture. To this Ovid alludes in his epiftle which be 
wrote in her name to Phaon ; 

Tho* fmall and brown I am, not fmall howe'er^ 
When meafur'd by the mighty fame I bear ; 
And erft Andromeda her Perfeus warm'd, 
With native Ethiopian Hue fhe charm'd. 

The fame of our Heroine, fo much and fo wide- 
ly celebrated as it was, gave occaiion for the fond- 
nefs of many mothers afterwards to confer the fame 
name upon their children. And this too gave occa- 
iion to the miftakes already hinted at. Thus it ap- 
pears from this epiftle that Ovid and Suidas have 
fallen into the fame error. For it was not our Sap- 
pho that was in love wirh Phaon, but one later of 
the fame name, called the Ereflian Sappho, -who, 
according to the laft of tftefe, was a poetefs alfin. 
But this laft qualification he has given to her upon 
no authority at all. For fhe was remarkable only for 
. her love of Phaon, and the diflblutenefs of her own 
character. 

This Phaon was the mailer of a vcflel, employed 
ia carrying paffengers from Lelbos to the continent 

at 
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Afia. This is the account which JEllan, Eucian, 
t$C. give of him. He is faid in the old fabulous 
way, to have been laid by Venus in a bed of Lettuce. 
By which no more is fignified than his natural coldnefs 
with regard to matters of love* His extraordinary 
beauty has laid the foundation of another ftory of 
the fame fort. It is faid that Veaus came to him and 
required him to convey her to fuch a place, which 
he readily undertook, tho* he knew not who fhe was, 
and performed it with fuch care and civility, that* 
on her landing fhe prefented him with a box of 
unguent, fo precious, that, by anointing himfelf 
with it, he became fo charming, that all the women- 
of Mitylene fell in love with him. His natural cold* 
nefs however was not fo great, but that he was at 
laft caught and (lain, in the ad of adultery. But to. 
return from this Jhort^ yet neceflary digreffion* . 

Sappho was perfectly genteel herfelf; for in a 
fragment yet remaining, fhe blames the want of this 
excellent qualification in others. Her converfation 
was fprightly ; for it appears alfo from her works, 
- that fhe considered fadnefs or heavinefs to be quite 
inconiiftent with poetical endowments. Ficinus in. 
his comment upon Plato could therefore have lktle 
reafon for faying, that according to her own ac- 
count, (he was of a melancholy difpofition. To her 
external advantages we can only add, that there 
was fomething inexpreflibly. engaging in all her air: 
and manna* Wuki 
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With all thefe advantages, the excellencies of 
her mind were far fuperior to thofe of her perfon. 
Her fenthnents were moft delicate, flie had a rare 
felicity of expreflion, and" an admirable judgement* 
Such charms could not long be without admirers. 
Indeed they were to numerous, as to excite the envy 
and the rage of the Leflbiah ladies ; which were 
freely vented in the ufual Way of fcandal and de- 
famation. Thofe of her own intimate acquaintance 
were fome of the mod beautiful and accompliftied 
women in the bland. As therefore the others could 
find nothing criminal in her conduct with refpecY to 
flie men ; they gave out that her modefty was entire- 
ly counterfeit; that, notwithstanding her pretended 
Virtue, fhe was engaged in a 1 ftratige and vicious 
familiarity With thofe of her own fex. Horace in 
one of his odes, has introduced her among the ihades 
below, in company with Alcstus, being the two prin- 
cipal, of the Lyric poets, complaining of this injuft- 
ice f The-paflage is thus tranflated by Mr, Francif. 

How near was I thofe dreary plains. 
Where Pluto's auburn confort reigns. 
Where awful fits the judge of hell, 
Where pious fpirits blifsful dwell, 
WhereSArpHo in melodious ftrains 
Of cruel cahimny complains, 
Alcaeus fweeps the golden firings, 
. And leas, and war, and exil fings : 



26 SAPPHO. 

Thus while they ftrike the various Eyre> . 
The ghofte the folemn founds admire. 

Madam Dacier, upon the place, has for the 
lionor of her fex, undertaken the defence of Sappho 
againft thefe calumnies. She believes that Horace 
intends by thefe {trains, which the ghofts heard with 
fo much pleafure, thefongs which S apt ho had real- 
ly compofed againft the unreafonable jealoufies of 
her country-women, whence fome wi iters have treat- 
ed her memory with fo much cruelty. Indeed the 
fole foundation of this cenfure, was that admiration 
of Beauty which fhe profefled to entertain, and which 
ihc has defcribed in the following manner. 

. If it be weaknefs, it is mine, 
To love perfections where they fhine : 
Of all the things I fee, whate er 
Are fplendid, beautiful and feir,. 
- - Like the bright fun, a charm impart, . 
., Attract my eye, and gain my heart. 

But this is no more than the fame admiration, 
which Socrates and Plato profefled to have for that 
conftitution or harmony of parts which formed with 
them the to kalon, or beautiful. And on this 
footing Maximius Tyrius has fufficiently vindicated 
the loves of Socrates and Sappho, fhewxng that the 
affection, which the firft entertained for particular 
men, and the laft for particular women, was of tjie 

•fame 
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feme fort, and both innocent and laudable, from 
their general character ; from the conformity of 
their fentiments and exprefliions ; and from the 
great improbability that any thing yicious or unna- 
tural of this kind in the former, could have efcap- 
ed the piercing inquifition of his virulent accufers. 
But there are charms in beauty, which, wherever it 
appears, no fenfible perfon can view with indiffer- 
ence. 

Thus, as Athenaeus obferves, all her defires, 
-eve* thofe excited in her by the violent paffton of 
lore (for her affections were not confined to her own 
fex), were yet fplendid and honorable, and poffefliflg 
the property of Virtue. 

This will further appear from her behaviour 
towards her brother Charaxus and his miftrefs. Tliis 
young gentleman was remarkable for the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. He traverfed the feas as a mer- 
chant, and in Egypt met with a famous courtefan, 
called Rhodope in that country, but whofe real 
jiame was Dorica of Naucratis. He redeemed her 
from flavery, and in a manner ruined his fortune by 
gratifying her extravagance. Sappho employed 
all her eloquence and peffuafion to reclaim her bro- 
ther ; but to no purpofe. Finding her endeavours 
therefore on that fide ineffectual, fhe expreffed hei 
indignation and difdain of his miflrefs, whofe cha* 

ra&er ihe detected, in this fatyrical piece. 

On 
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On Dorica wearing a wreath. 

Thofe lovely treffes fhould be crown d, 
Bind, Dorica, the chaplet round, 
With the gay wreath adorn thy brow, 
The verdant wreath, frefh fpringing now : 
In this delightful office try'd 
Thy tender hands are well employ d; 
So may the Gods be ready found, 
Who love to take the victim crown'dr 

I appjehend the following alio, which is faid to 
have been compafed upon a certain rich woman, to 
£e applicable t,o the fame perfon. 

In death's ftrong pangs expect to lie, 
And at the lait unpitied die, 
No dear memorial left behind 
That once thou wail of woman-kind ; 
No name cmbalm'd expect, nor e'er 
.Piuriaa Rofes thou to ihare ; 
But with accurfed fouls to dwell 
Amidft the gloom of loweft hell, . 
For, of the fhades, which thither go, 
Not one (hall fee the blefs'd below. 

Thus the manner in which fye declares herfelf 
f>ublicly an$i cpnftamiy againjt her brother, who 
.l yfeM fl^/hJJftfelf a fl^ lw fiamily Jby hkengagements 
,-ifkh this jpr^tetfii tbat 4 VS»e{atitti jrtuch the. 
Ji-> Mityknians 
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Mirylenians preferved for her, even after her death, 
and the violence of that paflion, which occafioned 
her untimely end, may juftly make us fufpeft that 
fcandal and calumny have treated her wilh their ufu- 
aljuftice, in theix descriptions of the licencioufnefe 
of her manners. 

"We had almoft forgotten, amongft the other ae- 
complifhments of our Heroine, to mention her tafte 
for mufic, and her proficiency in that fine art, parti- 
cularly On the Lyre ; for which fhe invented the 
Pe&is or inftrument with which it was played, and 
to which fhe fet and fung her own moft excellent 
compofitions. Such indeed they were, as any one 
may be convinced by what remains.' For of all the 
mutilated poets of antiquity, there is none, fays Mr. 
Addifon, whofe fragments are fo beautiful as thofe 
of S a p P h o . They give us a tafte of her way of writ- 
ing, which is perfe&ly conformable with that ex- 
traordinary account which we find of her, in the re- 
marks of thofe great critics, who were converfant 
with her works, when they were entire. One may 
fee by what is left of them, that fhe followed nature 
in all her thoughts, without defcending to thofe lit- 
tle points, conceits, and turns of wit, with which 
many of our modem Lyrics are fo miferably infetted. 
Her foul feems to "ha^ve been made up of love and 
poetry. Slye felt; the pallion in all its warmth, and 
defcribed it in all its fyinptoms. She is called by 

■Veil !!• E ancient 
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ancient authors the nnth Mufe ; and by Plutarch is 
compared to Cacus the ion of Vulcan, who breathed 
out nothing but flame. I do not know, by the cha- 
racter that is given of her works, whether it is not 
for the benefit of mankind that they are loft. They 
are filled with fuch bewitching tendernefs and rap*» 
ture, that it might have been dangerous to have giv- 
en them a reading. 

But we are By no means of Mr. Addifon s opin- 
ion, and think that the world has loft, by the mutila- 
tion of her works, a very noble and rational enter- 
tainment ; for it very unfortunately happened for 
this lady that fhe placed her love at laft upon an ob- 
ject infenfible and unworthy of it. So that all her de- 
scriptions run upon the. fide of difappointed paflion. 
The following tranflation of her Ode to Venus is 
given us in the Spectator. The reader will find in it 
that pathetic fimpiicity, which is fuitable to the o- 
xiginal. This Ode in the Greek has feveral harmon- 
ious turns in the words, which are not loft in the 
Englifh, The tranflation has preferved every image 
and fentiment of Sappho, notwithstanding it has 
all theeafe and fpirit of an original. In a word, if 
the ladies have a mind to know the manner of writ- 
ing praftifed by the fo much celebrated Sappho, 
they may here . fee it in its genuine and natural 
beauty, without .any foreign ox affected ornaments* 

ODE 
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ODE to VENUS. 

i. 

OVe n u s , beauty of the ikies, 
To whom a thoufand temples rife, 
Gaily falfe in gentle fmiles, 
Full of love-perplexing wiles ; 
O Goddefs, from my heart remove 
The wafting cares and pains of love. 

IT. 
If ever thou haft kindly heard 
A fong in foft diftrefs preferr'd. 
Propitious to my tuneful vow, 

gentle Goddefs ! hear me now. 
Defcend, thou bright immortal gueft, 
In all thy radiant charms confeft. 

iir. 

Thou once didft leave almighty Jove, 
And all the golden roofs above : 
The car thy wanton fparrows drew, 
Hov'ring in air they lightly flew ; 
As to my bow'r they wing'd their way, 

1 (aw theirquiv 'ring pinions play. 

' . IV. 

The birds difmift (while you remain) 
Bore back their empty car again : 
Then you with looks divinely mild, 
In ev'ry heav nly feature fmiTd, 

E 2 And 
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And afk'd what new complaints { made* 
And why I call'd you to my aid ? 

4 What frenzy ia my bofom rag'd, 
And by what cure to be afluag'd r* 
What gentle youth I would allure* 
Whom in my artful toils fecure ? 
Who does thy teader heart fubdue* 
Tell me, my Sappho, tell me who ? 

VI. 

Tho* now he fliuns thy longing arms, # 

He foon lhall court thy flighted charms; 

Tho' now thy offrings he defpife, 

He foon to thee fhall facrifice ; 

Tho' now he freeze, he foon lhall bura> 

And be thy vittim ia his turn. 

VII. 
Celeftial vifitant, once more 
Thy needful prefence I implore ! 
In pity come and eafe my grief, 
. Bring- my diftemper'd foul relief, 
Favour thy fuppliant's hidden fires, 
And give me all my heart denies. 

The*e is yet another Ode remaining of this 
lady, concerning the occafion of which, authors arc 
jaucfe divided 19 opinion. The learned Pearce in 
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his annotation* on Longinus, and with him agrees 
the Oxford editor of the Remains of the Elegiac and 
Lyric Poets in Greek without accents, fuppofes it to 
exprefs a violent fit of refentment en Sappho's 
furprizing her brother Charaxus in company with 
Dorica. This is really moft amazing, and fliews 
what little dependence there is upon the conjectures 
of commentators. For it is hot the rage of anger, 
but evidently of love. Mr. AddHofc, who has given 
us a transition of this likewife, would therefore 
have us to fuppofe it written in the perfon of a lover 
fitting by his miftiefs. On this fuppoiition, a turn 
is given to the fecond ftanza, not countenanced by, 
and to which there is nothing to anfwer in, the 
original : 

For while I jaz'd, intranfport tqff, 

My breath was gone, my voice was loft. 

*' It was this (fays ftie, in the original) which ftruck 
" me to the heart * 9 for, as foon as I faw you, I had 
* no longer power to fpeak." The words m transport 
/g/f here, are entirely" an interpolation. We ftiall 
therefore take the liberty of making fome little al- 
teration in that ftanza. Upon the whole, it is ma- 
ftifeft that the Ode is written in the perfon of one 
moft tenderly in love with a youth, whom on a: 
fudden ihe fees too fondly engaged with another 
lady. " It is accordingly addrefled to the Lady beloved?, 
by the love-fick lady who is flighted* 

- Ez To 
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To the Lady beloved. 

i TYL ESTas th' immortal Gods is he* 
-U The youth who fondly fits by thee* 
And hears and fees thee all the while 
Softly fpeak and fweetly fmile. 

Z Twas this depriv'd my foul of renV 
And rais'd fuch torture in my breads 
For while I gaz'd, in tumult toft, 
My breath was gone, my voice was loll ^ 

3 My bofom glow'd ; the fubtle flame 
Kan quick through all my vital frame ; 
O'er my dim eyes a darknefs hung ; 
My ears with hoHow murmurs rung : 

4 In dewy damps my limbs were chill'd j 
My blood with gentle horrors thrilf d ; 
My feeble pulfc forgot to pfay, 

I fainted* funk and dy'd.away.. . 

Longings has. obferved that this defer iptioai 
of love in Sappho, is an, exaft copy of natute^ 
and that all the cjrcumjlances which, follow one* 
another in £uch an hujry of fentimeitfs,, notwiths- 
tanding that they appear repugnant to each other* 
are realjy fuch ajs happen in the phrenaies of love* 
We. may add, that they are fuqh as flje had experi- 
enced ^ For her Daflioi* wa,s fo violent, and the dif- 
appointment of it fo intolerable, that (he wasrefolv- 

Q get lid o£ ij at any Ijrice* 



Hfc 



SAPPHO, $3 

There was a promontory in Acarnania called 
Leueate ; from the fummit of which defpairing lov- 
ers would fonie tunes throw themfelves into the fea, 
and were now and then taken up alive* And there 
was a general perfuaflcn that this was an infallible 
remedy for love." Sappho tried the cure, but pc- 
liihed in the experiment. 

The poet Ovid has prettily immagined her as 
faying,^ iix her Epiftfcto Phaon, that flie was advifed 
by a viiionto this defperate attempt ; 

A fpring there is, whofe fllver waters fhow, 
Clear as a glafs, the fhinihg fands below : 
A flow/ry Lot©» fpi&ads its. arms above* 
Shades all the banks,^ and feems itfelf a grove jf. 
Eternal greens the mqfiy margin grace, 
Watched by the Sylvan genius of the place. 
Here as I lay and fwell'd with tears the flood, 
Before my fight a wat'ry virgin flood : 
She flood and cry'd, ' O you, that love in vain ! 

* Fly hence, and feek the fair Leucadian main. 

* There ftands a rock, from whofe impending fleep 

* Apollo's fane fiirveys the rolling deep ;• 

* There injur'd lovers, leaping from above, 

* Their flames extihguiffi and forget to love. 

* Deucalion rbnce with hopeleft fury burn'd, 

- * In vain he lov % d v relentlefc Pyrrha fcorn'd ; 

* But when from hence he pmng'd' into the main* 
« Deucalion fcorn'd,. and: Pjrrrha lbv'd in vain. 

* Hade Sappho, haftt* £com high Leucadia tt^|jgg 

* Tiy wretched weight, w* djfcadAYfc &«e%\JJ^W 
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L I F E 



O F 

CYRUS .the GREAT/ 

HERODOTUS has feafoaed his hiftory of 
this prince to the Greek tafte with many fabu- 
lous and furprizing incidents. We therefore chufe 
to follow Xenophon rather, who extracted his ac- 
count of this Hero's actions from the Periian recor4s ; 
which account alfo correfponds exaftly with tfcat 
which is given of them in Scripture. 

Cyrus the elder was the fon of Cambyfes, king 
of Perfia proper, at that time dependant on the 
Medes, and jof Mandane the daughter of Aftyages^ 
the king of the Medes. He was but one year young- 
er than Cyaxares, his uncle, the toother of JWan- 
dane* . ■ • 
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He was educated from his tender years after the 
manner of ancient Perfia, where the youth were 
inured to hardfhip and fatigue. Hunting and war 
were their only exercifes* But confiding too much 
in their natural courage, they were not yet fo oV 
fervant of military difcipline as afterwards. They * 
were hitherto rough, but virtuous: not verfed in 
thofe arts and fciences which polifh the mind and 
manners, but great matters in the fublime fcience of 
being content with Ample nature, defpifing death for 
the love of their country, and flying all pleafures 
which emafculate the mind and enervate the body* 
Being perfuaded that fobriety and exercife prbvent 
almoft every difeafe, they habituated themfelves to a 
rigorous abftinence and perpetual labor. Their u- 
fual food was bread and water-crefles, and their- 
drink the cool bevarage of the crytral ftream. The 
lighted indifpofittons proceding from intemperance 
were accounted fhameful. The youth were educated 
in public fchools, where they were early _inftruc"red 
in the knowledge of the laws, and accuftomed to 
hear caufes, to pafs fentence, and mutually to da 
one another the molt exa& juftice. And hereby trt^ 
discovered their difpofitions, penetration, and capa- 
city for employments in a riper age* The virtues 
which their matters were principally careful to in- 
jure into them, were the love of truth, humanity, 
fobriety and obedience, The chief aim of the laws 
in ancient Perfia, was to g revent the comption of the 
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heart. For this reafon the Perfian* punifhed Ingra- 
titude feverely ; a vice againft which there is no pro- 
vision made by the civil laws of other nations. Who- 
foever was capable of forgetting a benefit was looked 
upon as au enemy to fociety. 

Cyrus had been educated according to thefe 
wife maxims. And tho' it was impoflible to conceal 
from him his rank, and birth, yet. he. was treated with, 
the fame feverity as if he Jiad oot been heir to a 
throne. He was taught to pradtjcsrai^exa^t obedi- 
ence, that he might afterwards know-how to. com- 
mand. 

Wren he was fomewhat more, than twelve yearSr 
of age, his mother Mandane took him withiher into* 
Media, to his grand-father Aftyages/ who, from the 
many things he had heard of the young prince, had 
a deftre to fee him. During the time of his xeiidence 
at this court, the fweetnefs of his temper, his gener- 
ous behayiour and conftant endeavour to oblige all 
men, gained him the affections of the Medes, and 
fuch an in te reft among the leading men of that na- 
tion, as afterwards much contributed to the ere&ing, 
of that vaft empire, which he at length founded. 

When Mandane returned to Perfia, Cyrus was 
left behind, and by the permiffion of Aftyages, buikd 
liimfelf much in hunting the wild beafts which were 

kept 
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fcept for that purpofe in the king's parks. In this he * 
took great delight, and frequently expofed himfelf 
to the fierccft animals with the mod undaunted cour- 
age. But at the age of fixteen he encounter d nobler 
game* - 

For. at this time Evil-Merodach, the fon of 
Nebuchadnezzar, by an ill-timed incur/ion into the 
Median territories, laid the foundation of that ani- 
mofity in the Medes and Perfians, which proved the 
ruin of the Affyrian Empire. On the celebration of 
his nuptials with Nitocris, he made a great hunting- 
match, and entered the country of the Medes ; and 
fome of the Affyrian troops, coming up at the fame 
time to relieve the garrifons upon the borders, he 
joined to thofe whom he had already with him, and, 
without the leaft provocation, began to plunder and 
lay waite the neighbouring territory. Hereupon Af- 
tyages, with fuch forces as could be aifembled on fo 
unexpected an invaiion, took the field, attended by 
his fon Cyaxares, in order to curb and reftrain the 
enemy. He had no fooner faced them, than he found 
young Cyrus with him, who, urged by his own im- 
patience to be in action, tho' he had never put on 
arms before, had- followed him to the field without 
orders. Aftyages was furprized at his arrival in the 
camp, yet permitted him to remain there ; and it 
was by the advice of this young Hero, that the 
Aflyrians were feafonably attack' d by inferior num- 
bers, 
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bers, their horfe entirely defeated with great flaugh- 
ter, and the remainder of them purfued with dread- 
ful execution to their own confines. In this adlion 
the alacrity of our novitiate was greatly diftinguifh- 
ed ; who called aloud upon his uncle for joy, while 
he prefied the enemy with great impetuofity. From 
this time he beclme the darling fubjecl of converfeti- 
on ; and Aftyages hiinfelf, who had hitherto held 
him in great honor, now looked upon him with 
aftonifliment. 

The news of all this were exceedingly grateful to 
CambyfesAvho recalled him. He was difmhTed by 
his grand-father with much reluctance, and not 
without a great number of magnificent prefents. 
Biit thefe in general he gave away to the Medes, 
who attended him to the borders, and to one of them 
particularly the rich Median robe, which was in- 
tended for his own life. All thefe things on their 
return were delivered up by the poifefibrs to Afty- 
ages, whom they feared to offend by retaining them ; 
and the king fent them into Perfia to him again. 
T>\\t immediately Cyrus returned them into Media, 
with this eartfeli intieaty to his grand-father, that, 
<• €< If he did not chufe, upon the next fighj of him, 
. " to fee him covered with fhame, he fhould permit 
*' his friends to enjoy what he had given them." This 
was at the age of fe\renteen years. 

His 
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His return to Perfia was celebrated by public re- 
joicing?. When thefe were over, he left his father's 
palace, and retired to the place allotted for the 
education of the young Perfian nobility, where he 
continued 'till he was eighteen. The young fatrapes, 
feeing Cyrus returned, faid one to another, He has 
been living delicately at the court of Media, he will 
never be able to accuftom himfelf to our fimple and 
laborious manner of life. But when they faw that 
lie was content with their ordinary diet, that he was 
more temperate and abftemious than themfelves, and 
tliat he fhewed more ikill and courage la all his 
cxercifes, they were ftruck with admiration, and 
confefled, that he had 3'et a jufter title to the throne 
by his merit than by his birth. 

V 

In procefs of time Aftyages died, and was fuc- 
ceded by his fon Cyaxares, the brother of Mandanc. 
This monarch was fcarcefeatedon his throne, when 
he was informed, that NeriglifTar, king of Babylon, 
was preparing a powerful army to invade Media ; 
that he had already engaged feveral princes, and, 
amongft others, Croefus king N of Lydia ; and that he 
had difpatched ambahadors into Cappadocia, Phry- 
gia, Caria, Paphiagonia, Cilicia, and even to the 
Indies, to inftil jealoufies into the feveral princes of 
thofe countries, and to ftir them up againft the Medes 
and Perfians, as afpiring to univerfal monarchy. 
Cyaxares therefore called Cyrus out of Perfia to 
Vox. U F his 
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his afliftance. He marched into Media, at the head 
of thirty-one thousand Perfians. But one thoufand 
of thefe were of the Homotimi* or. nobility of Perfa, 
who nude clioice of all the reft. Thefe. were equal 
in honor and dignity, and of more confequence in 
an aroiy than ten times their number, of inferiors. 

He had not been long in Media, before Cyaxare* 
had occafion to employ him. The king of Armenia, 
who had hitherto lived in fubjeflaon to the Medes, 
looking upon them as ready to be.fwallpwed up by 
the'powerful alliance formed againft.them, though^ fit 
to lay hold of that; opportunity. to fhake off the yol^e., 
Accordingly,, he refufeijto.pay the ufual tribute, and 
to fend his quota of auxiff^r^es, which he was obli- 
ged to furnifh in time of war. As this was a matter 
q£ dangerous, confequence* and. wjiicjy ij; negle&ed, 
might tempt other dependent ffctfes tp,fbllQw the ex- 
ample, it was judged. neceffar.y to. qrufh this revolf 
witli the utmoft expedition. C y r u s was.comnuflion- 
edto this.bufinefs, He. marcKed immediately with. 
a chofen body of horfe, and cohering h^dejign, as 
if he intended, only to hunt upon,th$ hijls of Armen r 
fe, he entered that country before, the inhabitants 
had any intelligence of his maic,!}, furprized the 
king and all his family, and having obliged him to 
pay the ufual tribute, befides a, large fine for the^paft 
offence, and to fend pne half of his forces to the 
^fliflanqq of Xhp Me4es, he reftored. him to his, 

igdom, and returned in triumph to Cya^are*. 
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Both- parties had now been employed for three 
years together in forming their allia'nces, and making 
the neceflary preparations for the war. In the be- 
ginning of the fourth year, the confederate armies 
On both fides took the field ; Cyrus, at the head of 
the Medes and Perfians, firft entering the AfTyrian. 
dominions, in which thy made great fpoil and de- 
vaftatioTi. The two armies at length approached 
fcach other" in the evening. The AfTyrian, who had 
Cnfcfirs king df Lydia with htm, e'n trenched himfelf : 
WraeCVRtrs pitched his camp behind fome riflng 
grounds and villages, which covered his army from 
the enemy's dbfervation. For it was a maxim with 
him, that all fudden objects in war, were the rnoft 
Formidable. The AfTyrians and their allies kept 
clofe all the next day. But Cyrus drew out the 
Medes and Perfians in order of battle, and at night 
made large fires around the camp. 

XTyrus, from the time that lie took the field, 
had Audibility trained his forces in every kind of mi- 
litary dffciplme, fo that on occafibn, "they could 
liot only keep their ranks With firmnete, but were 
able to ordure all manner of hardthips and fatigue; 
and fuch a fp'mt 6i emulation had been, raifed irt 
Attn by proper encouragerhents and rewards as made 
them mviheibte. So that on the Day of aftion, the 
whole army was fated with alacrity, a thirft of glory, 
iyith firetigih, confidence, encouragement, ptudence 
F 2 and 
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and obedience. The word given out was, Jove 
the Auxiliary aud Leadek : when it return- 
ed along the ranks to Cyrus, himfelf began the 
nfual hymn, which was inftantly received by the reft, 
and chanted in full chorus. This ended, the Homo^ 
timi began to march, and, at the fame time carting 
their eyes upon each other with a chearful counter 
nance, exhorted thofe on either fide and thofe behind 
them, in terms that infpired courage and mutual 
afFe&ion, to play the men. All this while, the dart- 
ers, flingers and bowmen of the enemy were fpending 
their miilile weapons at an harmlefs diftance. But 
when the Perfians were now fo near as to tread upon 
them, their ardor was no longer to be reftrained, 
but they improved their pace 'till they fairly ran for- 
ward, and the whole Phalanx followed with a run- 
ning motion. • Even Cyrus himfelf was carried 
on in the fame manner by his own impetuoiity, cry- . 
ing aloud as he went, " Who follows ? — Now for 
your bravery ! — Who ftrikes the firfY man ?" 
But the enemy at fight of this was (truck with fa 
great a terror, that they all turn'd their backs and 
fled to their intrenchments. The Perfians purfued 
them to the very entrance of the camp, and flaugh- 
tered vaft multitudes of them as they were in crowds 
endeavouring to thruft in. Many of the Aflyrian 
chariots were forced into the fofle, into which the 
• Perfians leaped after them, and wi f h their fabres 
hewed down both men and norfe* The Median horfe 

fee- 
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feeing this, attacked thofe of the enemy, who like- 
wife declined the charge, and differed in the famfc 
manner. In the mean time the AiTyrians, who were 
got within the entrenchment, terrified at the fpec*. 
tacle, had no thought of forcing. the Perfians front 
their works ; but, as foon as they perceived that fome 
of them had broken in, fled thence alfoc Dreadful 
fcreams and lamentations were now uttered by ther 
women in the camp, who ran about m the utmoit 
confternation, forne witli ttseir children in their arms, 
rending their garments* and tearing their faces, be* 
feeching all they met to defend themfelves, 'their 
wftes and their infants. While this was doing, the 
kings themfelves, with their truftieft fervaiits, made 
refiftance from the eminences, and encouraged other* 
by their, fpoeches. Which Cyrus obferving, and 
fearing left his men, if they ihould all attempt to en* 
ter, might fuffer from the inferiority of their number, 
commanded them to retreat out of the reach of the 
enemies' weapons. On which, there was room to 
admirethe ex^tt difctpMneof? the Homotimi, who in- 
flantly obeyed the order themfelves, and communi- 
cated it with tljie fame celerity to the reft ; and, be- 
ing arrived at the proper dittance, every man re? 
fumed bis former ftation with the greateft eafe and 
accuracy . imagine?! !e. In this -a&ioa the: Perfians; 
had tus .advantage of being aimed, to tlie furprizc 
of rt heir enemies, ki a manner 'till th ax time wuifu;»L 
Jo*„init*ad, cf flings and darts and arrows, every 
F 3, warn 
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man had his breaf)-plate, a fhield in his left hand, 
and in his right a broad fabre or fcimeter. Such 
provifion had the wifdom of their prudent com- 
mander made for their own fecurity and the annoy- 
i of the enemy. 



Here Cyrus flayed a while with his army 
thus drawn up, to give the ewemy an opportunity of 
marching out and fighting, if yet they had any fto- 
math for that exercife. But finding this to no pur- 
pole, he drew off and pitched his camp. His firft 
care then was to harangue the fbldiers, to whom her 
returned thanks for their behaviour on that import* 
ant day, and affared tliofe, who had diftinguifhed 
lhemfel ves, of adequate rewards. He then difmiffed 
them to take the necdTary refrefbraent, and placed 
guards around the camrv 

It appealed afterwards that the Affyrian monarch 
had loft his life in this a&ioft, which much difpirit- 
edCrctfusand the reft of the allies ; particularly 
when they faw the Aflyrians quite frantic with de- 
fpain They therefore quitted theifc cafap in the 
night, and the Perfiaris at break of day took poflef- 
fion of it. Here they found grcfat numbers of iheep^ 
*nd oxen, and a multidude of toaden carriages; 
Cyrus referved for hirnfelf all the horfes that 
were taken, in order to forrfl af body of cavalry for 
the Pe*flaa army, which hitlfcrto they had wanted; 

The 
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The richeft and moft valuable part of the booty he 
fet apart for Cyaxares. 

At this time came a delegation from the Hyr- 
canians, who ferved in the Aifyrian army, and barf 
at all times been hardly ufed by that imperious 
nation. Thefe offered in the name of their princi- 
pals to revolt to Cyrus, and, in conjunction with 
him, to attack the enemy in their retreat. Tho* 
the whole body of thefe amounted to no more thai* 
a thoufand, yet they were excellent horfemen, and 
guarded the rear of the Affyrian army. The depu- 
ties informed him of the great confirmation and dif- 
trefs of the enemy ; of the juft reafcns of their owifr 
meditated defection ; and that the army had not? 
marched fcr far, cnamtberai as they were with a va# 
multitude both of people and carriages, and having 
been kept waking the whole preceding night, but 
that they might be overtaken, if expedition was ufed, 
on the next morning. 

Cyrus gave them proper encouragement, and, 
having ordered his rrten to rtfrefh themfelves, dreir 
them out while it was yet day, arid was followed bjr 
moft of the Medes, to whom Cyaxares had given a 
general permiffloii for that puipofew The Hyrcaniaa 
deputies were. their guides* and the heavens werti 
that night remarkably bright and luminous, which in* 
fpried thoot with great - courage and confidence 
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They marched fo brifkly that at break of day they 
found themfelves at no great diflance from the 
Hyrcanians in the rear. Cyrus immediately dif- 
patched to them one of their own deputies, to fignify 
his pleafure that they fhould join him inftantly with 
their right hands held up, in token of amity. They 
did fo, and were received by the Medes aad Per* 
fians in the fame friendly manner. 

Cyrus, now fatisfied of the fidelity of the Hyr- 
canians, fent them forward again with orders to* 
attack the rear of the enemy in a elofe body, as fooi* 
as ever he fhould appear in fight. This was ac-> 
cordingly effected, and the dreadful confufion that 
enfued is more eafy to be conceived than defcribed. 
Crocfus had fent his women before for the: benefit 
of travelling by night, end followed them himfelf 
with the cavalry* The king of Phrygia had alfo* 
left the army before* But the kings of Cappadocia 
and Arabia were flain by the .Hyrcanians, and the 
reft endeavoured to efcape with the greateft preci- 
pitation.. The greateft part of thofe who- fell were 
Affyrians and Arabians, who marched but (lowly, 
as being in their own region*. 

Cyrus ordered the cavalry, that were left with 
him, to parade around {he camp of the enemy, and 
to put to the fword all thofe who fhould come out 
armed; aad haditprociaimed to the rej&V that they 

fhould. 



CYRUS. 49 

ihould furrender their arms and leave their horfes 
tied at their tents, on pain of death. 

He now considered that his troops had brought 
with them no kind of fuftena nee, and therefore or- 
dered all the proveditors of the camp to make their 
appearance, and, where any was wanting, the eldeft 
perfon of . every tent, as his proper fubftitute ; 
and ordered all thofe to fit down, who could furnifh 
two months' proviiions. And, when he faw them al- 
moil all feated, charged them to furnifh for each 
tent every day more than double the ufual- quantity, 
both for matters and fervants ; and appointed offi- 
cers to fee that- every thing was provided in due 
order. Thus the Medes and Hyroanians had it in 
their power to live luxurioufly, according to their 
fafhion. But the Perfians were content with water 
and the fimple fare to which they had been accuft* 
omed. Among the laft he diftribured all the horfes ; 
and from that day it was held. to be in feme fort in- 
famous for a Perfian to be feen on foot. He then 
generQufly difmiffed all the captives, who departed 
in high admiration of his virtues. 

At this time old Gobryas, an Aflyrian governor 
of a ftrong caitle, waited on Cyrus with his family 
mounted on horfeback, and offered his fervice to 
the conqueror, complaining.bittejly of the death of 
his fon, whom the new king of Affyria had through 

envy 
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envy put to death. He was received by ffie cohqiifcr- 
or with his natural affability, and proved afterwards 
of great fervice to his affairs. He foon after vifited 
the fame cattle, the Impregnable ftrengrh and fitu- 
ation of which he mudi admired, and was therfc 
magnificently entertained, with all Ms attendants. 
By the means of <yobryas, he brought over Gadatas, 
another governor of a ftrong place beyond Babylon> 
whom the king of Babylon had wantonly ca'ftrat&L 
Oil his march to this place, he came within Yrfcw of 
Babylon, and offered battle ro the kmg of Aflyria, 
ctffcn (ending him a perfonttl ctetfetogfc, wMch was 
declined Here atfb his army fcecferVed an addftfdft 
of men, to theiamoutot of betweeto thirty and forty 
trhoufand, by a junction with the Caducians, tlie Sa- 
c«, and the Hyrcanians. And many of the Aflyrians 
m the neighbourhood brought in their horfes ath$ 
arms* 

T«* king of Aflyria was flung with the revolt of 
©adatas, and determined to punish it, by an invaifroh 
of the territory over wWch he^reftded. Thr» he put 
in execution. And Gad&t&s wis tipon the point 
of being utterly crufhed ; but was faved by the 
fbafonabie interpofitiori of Or* us, frho marched 
with furpiizing celerity to his relief. £*Rus ftay'd 
not long after this in Aflyita, but having Agreed 
upon a neutrality for the unarmed country people on 
both fides, he took his route homewards, by the way 

of 
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vi, Babyton again, haying Gadatas with him> \yi\en 
fie arrived upon the borders, he attacked om> of the 
three caftles there belonging to the AflTyrians, an<J, 
fprtiiied for the, fecur^ty of the frontier. This wa$ 
taken by ftor.ni. ; and the other two fur,rendered U> 
kirn by the management of Gadatas. Here he. re- 
ceived a reinforcement of forty- thoufand men from- 
Perfia. 

L.A^o&osoARCHAD, who fuccededNerigliflrar> 
wa£ fbon after murdered by his own fubjefts, wha 
railed Nabonadiii5 to the Affyrjan throne in his room* 
^enophon represents him as a wicked prince ; and 
that fuchwas his chara&er fufficiently appears by 
what is faid of him iu Daniel. But while he at-* ' 
tended his pieafures, his mother Nitocris, a woman 
of great , underftanding and a mafculine fpirit, took 
the main burden of all public, aifeirs uponherfelf, and 
did all that could be done by human prudence, to 
preferve the tottering empire. She perfected the 
works tha$ Nebuchadnezzar had begun for the de- 
fence of Babylon, raifed ft*ong fortifications, on the? 
fide of the, river,, and caufed a wonderful vault to bo 
made under it, leading from the old palace to the 
new, twelve feet high, and fifteen wide. This Na- 
bonadius, her fon, who How reigned, is the Labyni* 
tus of Beiodotus, and. the Belfhaswar of Daniel. 

Whilb . 
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While the queen-mother of Aflyria was thus 
prudently employed, Cyaxares came to Cyrus* 
camp. After mature consultation, they determined 
to alter their method, and, inftead of contending 
themfelves only with ravaging the enemy's territo- 
ries, to employ their troops in taking of towns and 
fbrtrefTes ; that fo they might make themfelves ma- 
tters of the conntry, and diftrefs the city of Babylon, 
by intercepting their pro virions. But for this fervice, 
military machines were wanting, Thefe were works 
of great artifices labor, and expence. Cyaxares 
engaged to fupply one, Gadatas and Gobryas one 
between them, Tigranes the Armenian prince another, 
and Cyrus propofed td furnifh a fourth. Smiths, 
builders, and the neceflary materials were with all 
fpeed collected, and overfeers to forward the whole 
were appointed. -While thi&was doing, Cyrus found 
continual employment for his troops, which were frill 
in the dominions of the enemy, by daily incurfions 
into different parts, collecting forage for his horfes, 
and fpoil and provifions' for his men in abundance. 
Thus by uninterrupted marches they were ftill in- 
ured to labor and the moft exadt difciplihe. 

While thefe things were m agitation, news was 
brought by the deferters and prifoners that the Af- 
fyrian monarch was gone into Lydla, with an im- 
nienfe treafure of gold and iilver, and precious 
ornaments of every kindr This raifed a rumour in 

the 
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the army, that he had conveyed his wealth thither, 
as to a place of fecurity. But Cyrus judged bet- 
ter^ that his defign was therewith to ftrengthen him- 
felf as much as might be with troops and allies. - He 
therefore quickened his preparations ; completed his 
body of Perfian horfe, partly from his prifonerF, and 
partly from his friend?. For tho' he defpifed unne- 
ceflary wealth, he rejected neither fine horfes, nor 
elegant arms. He provided alfo a number of cha- 
riots, procuring them by all poflible means. But he 
was no admirer of the ancient military car, nor of the 
manner of driving. He confidered that the molt ex- 
cellent part of the army, as the braveft men were ia - 
chariots, was thus rendered no better than light-arm- 
ed troops, and did no great matter towards a victo- 
ry ; .that three hundred chariots held no more than 
three hundred fighting -men, and lequired twelve 
hundred horfes ; that the charioteers were in other 
refpedts ufelefs. Thefe therefore he abolifhed ; 2nd 
in their ftead contrived ferviceable chariots with firm 
wheels and long axles ; w4iich on account of their 
breadth could not eafily be overturned. The boxy 
in which the charioteer fate, was built like a little 
tower, of firm timber, and his head was armed with 
an helmet, which covered every part, except his 
eyes. Scythe's of iron, two cubits long, were fa ftened 
to the end of each axle, and others under the axle 
towards the ground. He alfo provided a large number 
©f camels, collected from the prifojiers and his friends. 
. Vol. If. G Cyrus 
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Cyrus now gave inftru&ions. to Arafpas the 
Mede, a commander much in his favor, to defert to 
the enemy privately ; to inform them of fo much of 
his defigns and ad ions as might not prejudice his 
affahs ; to embarafs their preparations as prudently 
as he could ; and to continue with them, 'till himfelf 
Should be once more within convenient diftance of 
them to receive him and his intelligence. 

At this time Abradates, the king of Sufa and 
tributary to the AiTyrians, joined him with two thou* 
tfand horfe, and was particularly afliftant to him 
in the conftrudrion of his chariots; the horfes of 
which were covered with trappings that were proof 
againft all forts of miflive weapons. He had likewife a 
great number of other chariots of a larger fize, upon 
each of which he placed a tower, about eighteen or 
twenty feet high ; and in each tower were lodged 
twenty archers. Thefe were drawn by fixteen oxen, 
yoked a breaft. His camels were mounted, each by 
two Arabian archers, one looking towards the head, 
and the other towards the hinder part, of the camel. 

Ambaffadors came to him at this time from the 
Indian monarch, and brought him a fupply of money* 
with large profeffions of friendship. He prevailed 
upon three of thefe to procede to the enemy, with 
an offer of their mediation, and to learn what they 
could of. their defi^ns, Thefe fet opt accordingly 

the 
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the next day, with a promife to return as fpeedily 
as poflible. ' 

Thus Cyrus omitted r\otfcing, however fmall 
or trifling it might feem, which could at all contri* 
bute to the execution of his great defigns. And now 
all things were ready, the machines of war excepted. 
Mis Per/ian cavalry amounted to ten thoufand com- 
plete; his chariots to three hundred ; and the greatelt 
part of the army was infpired with that alacrity, -that 
they looked like men who had already conquered, 
and judged the preparations of the enemy to be of 
no manner of fignification. 

BtfT the three Indian ambafladbrs, on their re* 
turn, reported that Crcefus was ele&ed commander 
in chief of all the enemies* forces ; that it had been 
refblvedthat all the kings in alliance fhould make 
-the campaign in perfon with their whole ftrengh, and 
contribute as much money as they could, for hiring 
of troops and other necelTary ufes ; that very many 
Thracian fwords-men were already hired ; that ther 
Egyptians were coming to them by fea> to the nurn-' 
ber of one hundred and twenty thoufand, having 
fhields which covered the whole body down to their 
feet, and armed with large fpears and fabres ; that 
the Cypi iot forces were alfo coming by fea ; that 
the Cilicians, Phrygians, Lycaonians, Paphlagon- 
ians, Cappadocians, Arabians and Aflyrians had at-* 
ready joined them, with the Phetucians ; that the 
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Ionian*, £olians, and Afiatic Greeks in general had 
been compelled to follow Crocfus ; that the Lydian 
king had even fent ambaiTadors to engage the Lace- 
daemonians in lug quarrel ; that the" grand army was 
to rendezvouzc at the river Pa&olus, and march 
thence for Thybarra ; where a general Mercate of 
all neceffaries was appointed ; and this intelligence 
was confirmed by the prifoners taken* 

When the army of Cyrus heard all this, a 
general folicitude prevailed. A great part of them 
loft their former chearfulnefs, and concern was vifi- 
ble in their countenances. They gathered in rings, 
and were continually afking the news of one another. 

It required all the addrefs of Gyrus to cure this 
indifpofition of the army > which however was foort 
effeded ; and a . resolution immediately taken to 
march towarcls the enemy. A third part of the 
Median troops were left behind for the fecurity of 
that kingdom. As the country had been laid wafte 
cither by thcmfelves or the enemy for fifteen days 
march, CYRtis took with him twenty days' provisi- 
on. The horfe made , the van, and at a diftance be- 
fore them were the fcouts. Thefe at length ob- 
ferved in the plain a number of men and cattle col- 
lecting and conveying forage and wood, and, ftill 
farther on, a mighty cloud of duft or fmoak afcend* 
ing, whence they concluded the enemy to be near. 

Intelligence 



CYRUS. S7 

Intelligence of this being given, CyREs ordered his 
fconts to continue upon the eminences, and to fend! 
him advice of every thing that fhould offer to their 
view. He alfo difpatched a party of horfe to feize 
fbme of the foragers. He then called a council of 
his officers, and fome prifoners being taken and 
brought in, he demanded who and what they were f 
They anfwered, rhat they had . palled the outmoftf 
guard in fearch of wood and forage for the ufe of 
Crcefus' army, in which, by reafon of their multi- 
tude, there was a fcarcity of all things. He then 
demanded how far off the army was ? They anfwered,. 
about two Parafangs. . He then aiked, if there was- 
any rumour of his approach amongft them ? Yes, a. 
very great one ; that he was approaching and near? 
at hand. Do they feem pleafed at the news } By no 
means, faid they ; but in much trouble. What arc 
they employed about ? In drawing up the army? 
this has been their whole employment both yefterday 
and to-day. Who draws them up ? Crcefus himfelf*: 
aflifted by* a certain Greek, and a Median deferter* 
O that I may but catch him, as I wifli I faid he. 

The prifoners were then ordered to withdraw; 
and Cyi.us turned him round, as intending to fay 
fomething* when a fcout came running to. inform 
him, that a large body of horfe was obferved in the 
plain ; whofe defign, he thought, was to reconnoitre 
thotarmyy. for, that befoje them weie about thirty 
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horfemen, who came forward with full fpeed, as in- 
tending to furprize the look-out upon the hill, which- 
confifted of ten men only. He therefore ordered a 
few horfe for the protection of the look-out, and dis- 
patched Hyftafpas, at the head of a thoufand more, 
ito face the enemies' horfe in the plain, with a charge ' 
to advance no farther, and, if any came towards him 
jvith their hands extended, to receive them in a 
friendly manner; 

These marched out immediately and were pre^ 
fently met by Arafpas and his fervants, who came 
forward at a very great rate. As foon a9 Cyrus* 
faw him, he difmounted to meet him and gave hirrt 
his hand. The officers around him were amazed at 
this, but Cxrus foon cleared up the affair, faying,- 
4 This very excellent man is come to us again, my 
J friends. For know, that he went off to the ene- 

• my through no fault of his, or difpleafure of mine* 
f but purely as he was inftru&ed by me, to gain in- 
telligence of the enemy's affairs. For himfelf, he 

* fhaJl experience the punctuality of my promife td 
g . him/ And for^you, it remains that you highly honor 

" * this brave map, who. has fubmitted to a general 
' calumny, and expofed himfelf to the grealeft daiw 
gers, for the common fafety." Arafpas then receiv- 
ed the civilities of 'all, and, being aiked what news^ 
he brought ^ informed Cyrus, that he had taken 
care tp inakeiiimfclf well acquainted with .the ftfur 
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ttion of the enemy's affairs, having alTlfted in draw- 
ing up the army. Give* us then, (aid Cyrus, an- 
account of their numbers. They are all of them, 
anfwered he> both hoife and foot, drawn up three 
hundred deep, except the Egyptians ; and thefe 
occupy a fpace of forty furlongs. And how are thefe • 
Egyptians drawn up ? In feparate bodies, faid he, 

. of ten thoufand each ; each Jbody making a full fquare - 
of an hundred men every way, according to their 
military cuftom at home*. Croefus allowed this with 
much reluctance ; for he was defirous of extending 
his front on the right and left as much as poflible 
beyond yours*. Why fo ? In order to furround you 
with^his multitude. But let them take care, faid 
Cvrws, led, while they endeavour to furround us % . 
themfelves are. not furrounded;. Then addrefling 
himfelf to the officers, ' It is your bufinefs to fee 
' that the arms of the men and horfes be carefully 
' inipe&ed ; for by a fmalf 'defect both man and horfQ 
*• and chariot are frequently rendered unferviceable. . 
'Early in the morning, while I am attending thq 
* facrifices, let the men and horfes have due refre/h? 
' ment, that whatever we have need to do afterwards, , 
'we may have time. for.. Yqu, Arafpas, are tq. 

■ ' command the right wing.. The reft of the com- 
' manders of ten thoufand are to keep the place alt 
'>ready afligned theniw And you are to order the offi- 
^cers of the Cohorts, and the captains of companies, , 
*-tp.fQrm the. phalanx, with each company drawn up 
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' two deep.' Each of thefe companies eonfifted of 
twenty four men. 

Here one of the commanders of ten thoufand 
interrupted, ' And think you,. Cyrus, that (6 drawn 
« up, we fliall be able to cope with fo deep a pha- 
4 lanx ?' 'In a deep phalanx, anfwered Cyrus, 
' what hurt to their enemies, or what fervice to their 
« friends, do you think that men can do, who, by 

* their fituation, are reftrained from a&ion ? For 

* my part, I had rather that thofe heavy-armed E- 

* gyptians, who are drawn up an hundred, had been 
' difpofed a thoufand, every way ;. for we fliould fo 
4 have very few to fight with. But with the number 
'of men which the depth of my phalanx will confift 

* of, I hope to render the whole ftrongj and every 
' part mutually afliftant. Behind the men in armour, 
' I fhall difpofe the pike-men ; and behind them, the 
'bow-men.. For who would place thofe in front, 
« who cannot bear a clofc engagement ? Yet even* 

* thefe, by darting their pikes, and fending their ar- 
'rows over the heads of thofe before them, will bring 

* damage to the enemy ; an<J he who dees that, is 
' fo far afliftant to his friends.. In the rear I fhall 

* place the referve, whom 1 propofe to make as ufe- 
' ful as any of the reft. Draw up the phalanx there- 

* fore as I have directed;. and you, the commanders 
'of the pike-men, difpofe your companies imme- 
diately behind tkem ; and you, who command 
^Jjbfi bow-men,- yours next. And do- you, to whom 
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•the care of the referve 19 committed, take Special 

* heed that every man keep a watchful eye upon 
' thofe that are near him, encouraging thofe who do 
' their duty, (ha r ply threatening thofe who are re- 
' mifs, and inftantly punifhing with deith every 

* one that offers to turn his back. It is the bufinefs 
' of thofe in tl\e front, to infpire the reft with com- 
4 age both by their words and ad ions ; and of thofe 
f behind, to be a greater terror to the coward, than 

■ f the. enemy before him; Thefe therefore are your 
4 inftru&ions. But you, Abradates, whom the offi- 
' cers of the military cars obey, are to fee that all 
' the towered chariots follow as clofely after tht 
' phalanx as may be. You, Dauchus, who have 
4 charge of the baggage-waggons, are to place them 
'with their convoys . behind the towers; and your 
4 officers are to punifh thofe feverely, who unfeafon- 
' ably advance before the reft, or lag behind them. 
4 And you, Carduchus, who take care of the car- 
' riages of the women, arc to appoint them their 

* place behind the baggage. For when all thefe fol- 
4 low, they will give the enemy a notion of our be- 
' ing a vaft multitude, will fupply us with the means 
' of forming ambufcades, and will compel the enemy, 
' if they intend to furround us, to take a larger com- 
' pafs : and the greater fpace they inclofe in fur- 
4 rounding us, fo much the weaker will they be. 
' But you, Artabazus, and Artagerfas, are to place, 
' each of you, one thoufand of the horfc tfhich you 

com- 



62 CYRUS. 

* command, behind them. And you, Pharnuchus and 
' Afiadatus, are to draw up the two thoufand horfe 

* which obey you, not in the phalanx, but behind the 
'carriage?. Then, attend us, with the reft of the 
'principal officers : and I require you to be as ready 
' as if ye were to begin the engagement. You al- 

* fo, who command thofe belonging to the camels, 

* are to take your place behind the carriages, and 

* to obey the orders of Artagerfas. And you, the 

* commanders of the chariots, are to place them, one 
4 hundred with th* chief (to whomfoever that pro- 

* vince lhall happen by lot) before the centre of the 

* phalanx ; one hundred more, proceding to the 

* right flank of the army, are to follow that wing of 

* the phalanx ; and the other hundred are to be 

* difpofed in thel fame manner on the left/ 

With thefe inftrudlions the general officers de- 
parted to their feveral charges ; and the army took, 
their refrefhment and reft ; the neceffary watches 
being appointed. 

The next morning Cyrus attended .the fac/i- 
fices, while the troops made a chearful meal and 
poured out their libations. They then adorned and 
armed themfelves in the gayeft manner, with rich 
tunics and elegant coats of mail and helmets. E- 
ven the horfes of the cavalry had their foreheads, 
breafis and thighs covered with armour ; as were 
alfo the fides of thofe, which drew tfie chariots. So 

that 
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that the whole amiy glittered with brafs and flibne 
with fcarlet. 

* They were now all in order, Cyrus mounted 
l\is horfe, and was looking forward upon the way 
that he was to march, when a fudden clap of thun- 
der broke upon his xight. Upon this he ftretched 
put his arm, faying with a loud voice, We follow thee, 
tuft mighty JOVE. Tis incredible, what fpirit 
this infufed into the troops. He then moved on,. 
Ghryfantas leading the cavalry of the right wing, 
as Arafambas did the foot of the left. The men 
were ordered to have regard to their eniigns, and to 
follow with an even pace. His own ftandard was a 
golden Eagle, extended on a lofty fpear ; which has 
been the ftandard of the Perfian kings ever iince. 
before he came* within fight of the enemy, he thrice 
flopped, to give his army breath. 

When they had marched about twenty furlongs, 
they perceived the enemy's forces advancing againft 
them. And when they had now full profpecl of each 
other, the enemies, bbferving their own phalanx to 
be,much farther extended on each fide than that of 
the Perfians, halted for a while, and infleft^d their 
wings, to inclofe them. Which, tho' Cyrus per- 
ceived, he flacked nothing of his march, but led 
them on as before. But when he faw them itill wheel- 
ing at a great diftance, he called to Chryfantas, and 

afked 
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aiked him if lie obferved it. I do, faid he, and not 
without wonder. For in my opinion, their wings 
arc drawn off at a difhnce from their own pha- 
lanx. What can be their reafon for that? Their 
reafon, faid Cyrus, is, that they are afraid that,' 
if they were nearer to us, we ihould attack them, 
before their phalanx can come up. But how, faid 
Chryfantas, will they be able to aflift each other, 
when they are fo far apart? Cyrus replied, that 
it was evidently their defign, when their wings" 
ihould have faced his flanks, to make fo mariy ; 
fronts, and attack him on all iides at once. And 
do you judge them right in this ? Right, anfwered 
Gyrus, as to their own view ; but wrong, as to what 
they fee not, arid much worfe than if they all ad- 
vanced againft us in a ftrait line. But you, Arfamas, 
kad on the foot gently, and do you, Chryfantas, 
keep the fame pace with the cavalry. In the mean 
time 1 am going to that part, whence I think it 
Convenient for the battle to begin ; and, as I pafs, 
ihallcDnfuler how things are with refpeft to our- 
felves. When I come there, and we are juft ready 
to engage, I ihati begin the Pcean ; and do you 
follow. You will eafily perceive when we clofe (for 
I think, there will be no fmali tumult) and then 
Abradates will begin the attack. At which inftant 
you are to follow, as nearly contiguous to the cha- 
riots as you can. Thus lhall wfe fall upon them, 
while they are in confufron. I fjiall be with them 

myfelf, 
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myfelf, and with God's leave, Will not fail to purfue 
them with as much celerity as may be. 

Having thus fpoken, and given the word, 
Jove the preserver and leader, he went 
on. As he was now between the chariots and the 
armed troops, he fometimes cried, ' How glorious it 
is, my warriors, to obferve your countenances !' To 
others, * Know, my brave men, that we right not 
for this da/s victory ; but for that which we have 
already gained, and for the happinefs of all f To 
others, 4 We fhall accufe heaven no more, my fel- 
low foldiers, fince it has given us an opportunity of 
atchieving fuch glorious things ! Only let us play the 
men:' Toothers, 'What entertainment could we 
hope for, my friends, comparable to this Y With 
fpeeches, fuch- as thefe, he encouraged them all, as 
he paifed along. 

- When he came where Abradates was, he bad 
him be of good courage, for that the Persians would 
follow him clofe, nor fliould he fight' unfupported. 
• Abradates anfwered, * I have the beft opinion x of our 
fituation here, but am concerned for our flanks, 
towards which I fee the wings of the enemies ftretch- 
ed out firm with chariots and forces of every kind ; 
whereas we have nothing to oppofe them there, be- 
iides a few chariots : fo that in truth I am afharned 
of being in a place of fuch feeming fafety as I am/ 
Vol* II, H 'If 
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'If things arc well with you/ faid Cyrus, ' be in 
no concern for them. For, by the help of God, I 
will lay the flanks of the enemy open to you. I be- 
feech you therefore not to attack the enemy, 'till 
you fliall behold thofe very troops, which you feera 
moft apprehenfive of, already flying. When you 
fee* this, let that be the fignal for you to rufh upoa 
the enemy/ 

He then rode on to the left wing,, where Hyf- 
tafpas commanded a moiety of the Perfian cavalry. 
« You fee here, Hyftafpas/ faid he, * a bufinefs well 
worth your activity. For if we get the ftart of tide 
enemy in killing, we fhali lave our own people;' 
Hyftafpas anfwered laughing, ' I warrant you* [ 
will take care of thofe who are over againft us ; birt 
do you look after the flanks/ Ian& gdiog thither 
faid Cyrus; 'but remember, Hyftafpatf, 'thatmrhd- 
ever has the advantage of them, muft by no means 
think of (Quitting them, while any refinance is made/ 
He then proceded to the flank/ an4 thus accoilcd *he 
officer of the chariots there, " I am come to your re- 
lief. When you fliall perceive us attacking the ex- 
tremity of the enemy's line, then do you alfo endea- 
vour to break through them. For you will be much, 
fafer by advancing againft them, than by fuffering 
yourfelf to be hemmed in." When he came behind 
the carriages, he ordered Ar-tagerfas and Plianm- 
cfrus, with;* tfuxrfand tori* anvtfootj there to con- 
tinue. 
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tirnie. ' But when you fliall obferve me to begin the 
attack on thofe who are upon our right flank, then do 
you alio attack thofe who come againft you. Your 
engagement wilt be with that wing, which* is weakeft, 
and will have a phalanx to render you the firmer. 
You fee alfo that the laft of the enemy confifts of 
cavalry. Againft them you are to fend out your 
ranks of camels, and doubt not of feeing them make 
a ridiculous figure, even before you come near them.* 
This faid, he halted to the right flank. But Croefus, 
now judging the Phalanx where he was, to be fome- ■ 
what nearer to the Perfians, than his protended wings, 
gave the fignai for them to turn and charge the 
enemy. Thus there were three main bodies at once 
marching againft Cyrus; one in front; and one 
upon each flank. At the word of command, the 
Medes and Perfians on each fide turned their faces 
towards the enemy ; and a deep filence enfucd front 
an apprehenfion of the doubtful event. 

When Cyrus now judged it ftdvifeable, 4ie be- 
gan the Pcean; and immediately the whole army re-' 
founded. He then advanced with fome cavalry, but, 
before he came to the enemy's line, wheeled obli- 
quely to the extremity of it, and fell upon the 
flank with dreadful execution. The foot that followed, 
charging in front at the fame time, made an horrid 
carnage in that quarter, fo that pre&ntly- all was 
flight and coafufion. 

H 2 flvVTu- 
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Artagerses, feeing Cyrus engaged, moved 
forward a gain ft the enemy on his fide, fending out 
his camels before him, as Cyrus had ordered. 
But, while they were yet at a confiderable diftance, 
the horfes endured »not the fight of them: fomefled 
with cdnfternation ; others kept leaping and rearing . 
like mad horfes ; while others bore the riders preci- 
pitately againft. their friends, and created infinite 
tumult, fear and diforder. All this is ufual with 
horfes at the fight of camels. 

. All this while Artagerses, keeping his men 
in order, preffed them, in this tumult, with his clofe 
ranks. And the chariots at the fame inftant charged 
them on his right and left : fo that many, who fled 
from the chariots, were flain by the troops ; and 
others, who fled from thefe, were intercepted by 
the chariots. 

Abradates, obferving this where he was pla- 
ced before the centre of the front, fiifk calling out, 
'.Follow me, my friends/ let forward with his cha- 
riots, and lafhed on his horfes with foeh-impetuofity 
that they were quickly befprinkled with theit own 
blood. The chariots of the enemy, that were to have 
oppofed him, prefently ran off; fp that he drove 
diredfcly with his whole fquadron upon the Egyptian 
phalanx. Here with a violent concuflion they bore 
dcwn men and arms, while the fcythes tore every 

thing 



thing In pieces that was before them. Her* however 
Abradates icrft his life* as did fevterat of his follow- 
er*. Bui their fall was folly rBeftgea By the i>er~ 
fians, who marched aTter them> and put \o the fw'ortfc 
a multitude of the Egyptians thus thrown into con- 
fufion* 

But the reft of the Egyptians, wfcd were* hdt afc- 
fetted by this attack of the chariots (arid thefe were 1 0. 
great multitude) matched oh; in the hiean time, di- 
rectly againft Hie Pcrfiahs. And hei£ihe ,, cl$fiiift wafe. ' 
terrible indeed, with f peats; javelins and fifcords* 
For the Egyptian fpdafs were nriirahd lririg, &A& 
their fhiehls; at the fatne time thai they protected' 
their bodies riiuch better thaii the* Perftaii cbats of 
nidi! or Wicker Wields, enabled thtitti iri fdffle refyeft: 
td refculffi ah lifle'nrjr.. For ttiey inarched with theifr 
flildds ferried ahi cc/mpaft tog&ttei*; and Were* as 
a ihoVirifr waH againft the* ehefnyv Tfee- Perflatis; 
Werie hot able tfr ffarid the" charge, yet would not 
flfew their backs to the enerfry., they ftifl flew and 
werfe flaihv giving fcdck by little iad rittle- But 
When thejr h«*d fa far retreated, as t& be covered 
bjr the machines ; then the Egyptians fuffered m 
their turnw they were aflaulfed from the towers with, 
all kinds of mrflive weapons. And thofe, wiib were 
in the fear, would not fufter a flngle archer of fpdaf— 
man to fry, but with their fwbrds drawiV bbfigedt 
'them to niakecotltinttat difcharge^, illicit <^A^^ 
Hi W 
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the Egyptians, like ftorms of hail. Dire was the daugh- 
ter of men, prodigious the din of arms and weapons, 
and horrible the vociferation ; fome calling upon 
one another, fome encouraging, others imploring. 

At length Cyrus came up from the purfuit ;_ 
and, feeing the Perfians driven from their pofts, was 
cut to the heart with grief. Obferving that the fur- 
ther progrefc of the enemy could no way be fo foon -. 
prevented as by an attack upon their rear, he order- 
ed thofe who attended, to follow him, and prefent- 
]y broke in upon them behind, and made terrible 
work amongft them: fo that horfe and foot were foorr 
promifcuoufly mingled. In this confufion a certain 
Egyptian, who had fallen and was trampled on by 
the horfe on which Cyrus was mounted, thruft his 
fword into the horfe's belly ; in confequence of 
which Cyrus was thrown to the ground. Then.* 
might you have feen how valuable a thing it is, for 
a prince to be beloved by his fubjecls. They fet up 
a great fhout and fell upon the enemy with redoubled 
violence. Cyrus was foon remounted upon the 
horfe of one of his attendants without damage, and 
looking around him again, beheld the Egyptians cut 
down oji every fide. For Hyftafpas with the Perfian 
Jiorfe, ^nd Cfrryfaritas, were now got amongft them. 
TJiefcCY* us ordered to engage with them no long- 
Jq.frand, but to ply them with darts and 
^ jljibncc. He then rode round to the. 
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machines, and afcended a tower in order to view tlie 
field of battle, over which he faw men, horfes,,. 
and chariots difperfed ; flying, purfuing, conquering,, 
fubmitting ; but no body of the enemy any where; 
making a, Hand and righting, except the Egyptians. 

Moved therefore with pity for the fufferings of fo> 
many brave men, Cyrus ordered all his own forces, 
to retire, to fome diftance from them, and. fent an, 
herald to expoftulate,. € Whether they -were all de- 
termined to perifh for thofe,. who had.defcrted them,, 
or to live with the. reputation, of brave men? They, 
defired to know ' How they could be faved with thc ; , 
reputation of being brave men r* Cyrus fent them., 
word, that « very well they might, as they were the.- 
only people, who -flood thejr ground and made re-, 
finance;' They again enquired, 'How. it was pof- . 
fible for them to be faved, with a oonfcioufnefs of. 
having difcharged.their duty?- The return was, that. 
4 by furrendering, their arms,, and. embracing, the. 
friendship $f thofe,. whp were more willing to fave. 
than to deftroy them when they had it in their,, 
power, they might confult their own fafety, with-, 
out the leaft, treacjiery to ; any of their. allies/. At laft . 
they fubraitted, on condition that. they, fbould not be . 
obliged to %ht againft,Crcefus* : Cyrus afterwards: 
fettled them irt the>cities;of Larifla and Cyllene, not. 
for from the fea, which their pofterity poflefled ia, 
tjistime. qf.X^no£ho%. , 
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' Thus did Cyfcus by liis wifdom and vator ob- 
tain this complete and moft important victory, foir 
on the matter it decided the fate of Afia, over an 
enemy who was mote than double his nuntber. Crdfe- 
fus iled to Sardis with his own troops* Tiie reft 
of the nations difperfed and returned home. The 
neit morning Gyrus marched to Sardte* and When 
he came thither, erecled his engines* aftd prepared 
fcaling-ladders, as if he intended t6 aflault the Walk * 
but in the mean time contrived to open, for himfelf 
and lus army, an eafier palfage. A certain Periiaii 
in the army hid been heretofore the flave of 4ii dffider 
who commanded in ene df the towers, the moft diffi- 
cult of accefs, and knew the way by which they 
had been ufed to defcend and return t6 and from 
the river. Under this man's drigftibii the tower" 
w^s taken on tin* night follbwmgw When this waa 
known, the Lydlansfled from fh£ wfclfe, aftdCvkvs 
entered the city by break of day> eaufirig preclama* 
tion to be made to the inhabitants, that no" man. 
fhduld dir from th6 p&ce whtfrehewas* Crcfcfuv 
Who had fhut himfelf lip in the pake** finding; 
the city taken, caHed aloud updhCVfctts fG* fefefy* 
wild, having fet a gukrd upon hiffy hladd halte 
td the tower or citadel* which had Be£h taken*, 
tfgtt he found his Pefnaris as Vigilant as he could 
wlflt; but obfefting the arm* df fhfc Chaldeans left 
then*, who wete gone to jtfondfer the hdufe, he- 
fed together their officers and atftenaoded themr 
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leave the army as foon as polTible. For, faid he, ' I 
will not fuffer any perfons to enjoy fuperior profit by 
a breach of difcipline. Know at the fame time that' 
it was my intention to have rendered you fo happy, 
that aU your countrymen fhould have envied your 
condition. But, as it is,' let it not feem Itrarrge to 
you, if," on your departure homewards, you meet 
with an incenfed and fuperior enemy, who may call 
you to a fevere accompt.' On this the Chaldeans, 
ftruck with terror, moft humbly befought him to be 
pacified, and offered to deliver up all their wealth 
and plunder. * I have no need of it/ faid he, * but if 
you would have me pacified, I require you to deliver 
up all that you have taken, for the ufe of thofe*, who 
kept guard in the citadel. For, if the reft ofth© 
troops fhall fee that thofe, who obferve the f*ri6r,er> 
difcipline, are the greater! gainers, that may be of 
fome fervice to our affairs/ This was done; accord- 
ingly ; and fo was the obedience of the Perfians re- 
warded with the fpoil of the Chaldeans. 

He then lodged his army in the city, and order- 
ed Crcefus to be brought, before him. -When the 
Lydian monarch came into the prefence of his con- 
queror, he faid, ' God fave you, my lord ; for for- 
tune has ordered that I fhould henceforth falute you 
by that title.' ' God fave you too Crcefus,' anfaered 
Cyrus, v fince we are both men. But, Crcefus, I 
would aft. a word of advice of you.' ' Ceitainly,* 

reoUed 
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plied Crcefus, 'Ifhall give you thebeftlcan; fori 
fuppofe that it may prove, to my own advantage/ 
* Hear me then, Crcefus,' iaid he, € becaufe I fee that 
my men, who have undergone many toils and dan- 
gers, now fuppofe themfelves matters of the /icheft 
ccty of Afia, next to Babylon, I imagine it but juft 
that fome advantage ihould accrue to them from it. 
For I underftand that people, who enjoy no profit 
from their labours, are like to prove the lefe trad- 
able. Yet I have no intention to grant them the 
plunder of the city ; nnce, in my opinion, it would 
be utterly ruined by it ; and in the plunder, thofe 
would have moil utility, who deferve it feaft/ Crce- 
fus, hearing this, (aid, ' Permit me therefore to in- 
form fuch of the Lydians, as I think proper, that I 
have obtained this grant from you, that the city 
ihall not be facked, nor their wives and children 
torne from them ; and that I have engaged, on this 
consideration, that the Lydians themfelves fhall 
freely bring out all that is rich and valuable in Sar- 
dis. This I know they will do. And thus will the 
fame place be flocked with many good things for 
you againft another year. But if you fack it, the 
arts themfelves, by which thofe good things are 
procured, will periih. And nrft, it is fitting that 
trufty perfons be fent by you to take porTeflion of my 
own trcafures/ The advice was taken, and Crcefus 
was permitted to enjoy his former grandeur ; but the 
power of making war was taken from him* 

The 



CYRUS. 75 

The Carians were at this time fplit irtto factions 
and plunged in a civil war, Cyrus fent* one of his 
Persians, named Adufius, at the head of fome for- 
ces, to them; who compofed their differences, and 
left fuffictcnt garrifoits in the ftrong place?. The 
CiliciaHs and Cypriots had tendered their fervice in 
this expedition; and in return were allowed the 
pxiviledge of being governed by their own natives: 

Abusius, having performed this, was ordered 
to fupport Hyftafpas, who had been difpatched into 
Pterygia with an army. The maritime Greeks, by 
dint of prefents, obtained the favor of being free 
from garrifons, but were made tributary, and o- 
feliged to ferve in the army, when called upon. The 
king of Phrygia made fhew of reiiftance, but, his 
governors revolting, he felf into the hands of Hyf- 
tafpas. This general having fecured the country, 
returned with fuch of the Phrygians in arms as had 
taken part with him. The reft, who had bornearms 
againft him,v Were obliged to follow in quality of 
flingers, All this while Cyrus was bufied at Sardis 
in making en g hies and battering rams for the reduc- 
tion of fuch forts as ihould refufe to fu^mit. But 
now he judged it time to remove thence. 

Cyrus, at his departure from Sardis, left in 
the place . a numerous garrifon of foot, and took 
Ci&tus along with him. There were in the train 

amui- 
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multitude of waggons leaden with wealth. The royal 
captive brought to him a particular in writing of the 
contents of every waggon, and to whofe charge it 
was committed. ' By having this Schedule (faid he) 
you will know who is honeft, and who is not.' ' You 
do well/ anfwered Cvrusj 'but my people, who 
convey this wealth, are worthy to poflefs it : fo that 
if they ileal, they Heal only what is their own. 

He carried with him alfo a good number of Lyd- 
ians, who were curious irf arms and horfes and cha- 
riots, and whom he perceived to be deiirous of gra- 
tifying him in what they could. Thefe were armed. 
But if he obferved any to follow him with an ill 
will, he gave their horfes to the Perfians, burned 
their arms, and obliged them neverthelefs to follow 
as dingers. And all the able bodied men r who came 
into his power without arms, he made /lingers of in 
like manner. 

He took the route of Babylon with his army, and 
fubdued in his way the greater Phrygia, Cappadocia, 
and that part of Arabia, on which he touched ; and 
forniihed his Perfian Cavalry, now no fewer than 
forty thoufand, with the arms of thofe people. He 
diftributed alfo many horfes, taken from the captives, 
amongft the forces in alliance with him. Thus he 
advanced to the capital of AlTyria with a vaft ca- 
s valry, a prodigious number of fpearmen and arch- 
. ess, and an infinite multitude of (lingers, 

When 
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When he came to the place, he there arranged 
his army, and rode round the city, attended by his 
friends and fome of the allies. Having taken good 
notice of the walls and fortifications, Jie was prepar- 
ing to decamp, when a deferter from the city brought 
intelligence that the Babylonians intended to attack 
him, as he drew off; far that ' they had obferved his 
phalanx from the wall, and thought it weak and 
defpicable.' And no wonder ; for the funounding 
of fuch an immenfe wall had rendered the phalanx 
thin of courfe. But Cyrus altered the position of 
his troops in fuch a manner, that they durft not at- 
tempt it. 

He now drew off and encamped at a diftance 
from the city, calling a council o( war, wherein the 
fiege of this metropolis was refolved on. Yet this 
was no eafy enter prize. Cyrus himfelf did not 
readily conceive how it was poflible to take it, other- 
wife than by famine. For, befides the impregnable 
ftrength of their walls, the inhabitants were 'ftill for-' 
ther fecured by the Euphrates, which ran through 
the midft of the city. And the river was here two 
furlongs wide, and about twelve feet deep. The 
number of men to defend the walls was very great, 
and the place was flared with provtfions for more 
than twenty years* 

Vol. II, i ^*s.w. 
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These difficulties however did not difcourage 
•Cyrus from profecuting his defign. But, defparring 
to take the place by ftorm, he cairfed a line of cir- 
cumvallation to be diawn quite round it, with a large 
and deep ditch ; reckoning, that if all communica- 
tion with the country was cut off, the more people 
there were within the city, the fooner they would be 
-obliged to furrender. That his troops might not be 
too much fatigued, he divided his army into twelve 
bodies, afligning to each its month, for guarding 
the trenches. The befieged, thinking themfelves out 
of all danger, by reafon of their high walls and plen- 
teous magazines, infulted Cyrus from the ramparts, 
and looked upon all the trouble, which he gave him- 
felf, as fo much unprofitable labor. 

• Ha v i n g now fpent two entire years before Baby- 
lbn, without gaining any confiderable advantage over 
the place, Cyrus refolvcd at latt upon the following 
jftratagem, which put him in pofieflion of it. He was 
informed that a great annual foiemnity was kept in 
Babylon ; and that the Babylonians on that occaiion, 
were accuftomed to fpend the whole night in drink- 
ing and debauchery. This he judged a proper time 
to furprize them in ; and accordingly fent a ftrong 
detachment to the head of the canal, leading to 
the great lake, which had been lately dug by Nitocris, 
with orders, at an appointed time, to break down 
{he £reat bank, which was between the lake and the 
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canal, and to turn the whole current into the lake. 
At the fame time he appointed one body of troops at 
the place where the river entered into the city, and . 
another where it came out, ordering them to march 
in by the bed of the river, as foon as they fhould 
find it fordable. Towards the evening he opened the 
head of the trenches on both fides the river above 
the city, that the water might difcharge itfelf into 
them. By thefc means, and the breaking down of 
}he t«at dam, the river was foon drained. Then 
the two bodies of troops above-mentioned, according 
to their orders, entered the ehanel, the one com- 
manded by Gobryas, the other by Gadatag ; and find- 
ing the Gates all left open, by reafon of the general 
diforder of that riotous night, they penetrated into 
the very heart of the city without oppofition ; and 
meeting at the palace, according to their agreement, 
fur prized the guards, and cut them in pieces. Thofe 
who were in the palace, opening the gates to know 
the cauft of this confufion, the Perfians ruflied in, 
took the palace, and killed the king, who, fword in 
hand, came out to meet them. The king being kil- 
led, and thofe who were about him put to flight * 
the reft fubmitted, and the Medes and Perfians be- 
came mafters of the place. This put an end to the 
Babylonian empire, and fulfilled the prophecies ut- 
tered againft that proud metropolis. In that very 
night, the king entertained, on occafion of the pub- 
lic rejoycings, a themfand of his lords at a great 

J 2. ba<K3£M&\ 
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banquet; and having profaned the facred veflels, 
which his grand- father Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
from Jerufalem, he firft faw written on the wall of 
his banqueting-room, and afterwards heard from the 
mouth of Daniel, the fevere doom, which immedi- 
ately overtook him. 

. The next morning the inhabitants were difarmcd ; 
and Cyrus appointed his court in the moft magni- 
ficent manner* Here he reigned in conjunction with* 
his uncle Cyaxares, who is alfo called Darius the 
Mede. Nay, fo far did Cyrus carry his complai- 
fance, that he let his uncle enjoy the firft rank. 

Having fettled affairs at Babylon, Cyrus re- 
turned into Perfia, to pay a viiit to his father and 
mother, who were ftill living. After a fhort flay 
there, he went back to Babylon, together with Cy- 
axares. On their arrival, they concerted together 
the eftablifhment of the whole empire ; and having 
divided it into an hundred and twenty provinces, 
the government of thefe was given to fuch as had 
diftinguifhed themfeives during the war. 

The civil government being thus fettled, Cyrus 
ordered all his forces to join him at Babylon, On a 
general review, he found them to ccnfift of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand horfe, two thoufand 

riots armed with fcythes, and fix hundred thou- 
fand 
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land foot* Having diftributed info garrifons fuch a 
Dumber of thefe, as he judged neceflfary for the de- 
fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he marched 
with the remainder into Syria, where he fettled the 
fttiairs of that province, and then reduced the other 
nations as far as the red fca, and the confines of 
Ethiopia. 

Axovt two years after the reduction of Babyion; , 
<Dyaxaies dying, and alfo Cambyfes king of Pcrfia; 
Cyr its returned to Babylon once more, and took 
wpaa him the whole government of the empire, which > 
Jk held for the tfpaceaf (even years. . 
A ■ , 

I*'f1ftfe- ftft of thefe fev.eft years expired the 
ieWrtty years of the Babytonifh captivity, whenCv- 
*tr* pablifted thte following edt&, whereby the Jews 
were allowed to return to Jerufaiem ; . 

HTH US fuisk CrRUS king tfthe Perftans, The 
LO RD of Ifrael, thmtf high LORD, hatli 
made me king xfihs whole ivarid, and commanded, me to build 
Mm anhovfe at Jerufaiem in Jewry, If therefore there be 
my rf you that om tf his people, ht the LO RD, even lu'i 
LO R D t .bf vffth torn, and Ut him go up to Jerufahm that 
Msim Jxdea, and btdld the kotj/e if the LORD cflfael; 
fir he U Me XiQ R -J) that dwdktk in Jerufalem. Wh> 
' if tax* tiurdtvtti in placet about, ht them kelp kirn, theft I 
tftf that K4M$neiqjkbmr$j with gold e*d -with fiver* wirfz 
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gifts, with horfcs and with cattle and other things, whitk 
have been fet forth by vow for the %em$]? of the LO RD 
at Jerttfalsm., 

There is no doubt but this Edict wa* obtained: 
|>y Daniel, who was in great credit and authority at 
court.. That he might the more effe&ually induce 
the king to grant him that favor, he fhewed him the 
prophecies of tfaiah, naming him, an hundred and 
twenty yeats before his birth, as. one- appointed by 
God to be a great conquerer, a king over, many na- 
tions, and the reftorer of his people, by ordering 
their temple to be rebuilt, and Jerufalem and Judea 
tp be repoffefled by their ancient inhabitants. Cv- 
. susr reltored to th« Jews at the fame time all the- 
veffels. of the temple, which Nebuchadnezzar ha4 
brought from Jerusalem, and lodged in the temple 
pf Baal. 

This prince, Iseing equally beloved by his own 
iiibjecls, and thofe of the conquered nations, peace- 
ably enjoyed the fruits of his labors and victories.* 
His i.ew-ere&ed empire was bounded on the Eaft by 
ihe river Indus ; on- the North by the Cafpian and 
Euxine feas ; on the Weft by the Egean ; and on tlie 
South by Ethiopia.and the Tea of Arabia. He kept 
his refidence in the heart of thefe countries, fpend- 
Jng the feven cold months at Babylon, byreafonof> 
the warmth of that climate ; thiee months in the 

fprin^ 
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fpring at Sufa ; and two months during the heat of 
the fummer at Ecbatan* 

Having fpent feven years in thisfiate of tran- 
quility, and eftablifhed his empire with fuch wifdom, 
that, upon the ftrength of this foundation alone, it 
flood above two hundred years, notwithftanding the 
lalh and impolitic proceedings of his fucceflbrs, he 
died in the feventieth year of his age, equally regret* 
ted by all the nations of his extenfive dominions. He 
had reigned, from his flrft taking upon him the com- 
mand of the Median and Perfian armies, thirty 
years ; from, the reduction of Babylon, nine ; and; 
from his becoming fole monarch of the eaft, on* the 
death of Cyaxares, feven years. Authors differ 
ftrangely, as to the manner of his death. Theac* 
count of Xenophon, who* took the facls oMiis hifr 
tory from the Ferlian records, is by far the moft 
probable, and that informs us that he died in his 
bed in a good old age, as fortunately as he had lived, 
amidft his friends and in his qwn country.. And aU 
authors agree, that he, was buried at: Pafargada in 
Perlia, where Xenophon fays, that he died. The 
body, inclofed irr a coffin of gold, was kid upon a 
bed of Hate, in the midft of. a fmall but neat build* 
ing, the whple furniture of which was truly regal. 
And this monuqient was tp bs. feeg m the. time of, 
Alexander, the great, . 

. CHAP4. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of PANTHEA. 

THE circum&ances. of Panthea's hiftory arc 
clofely connected with that of Cyrus* and 
given to us by the fame admirable author. After 
the iirft fcattle, which Cyrus fought with the A%r- 
inns and their allies', tfiis lady was taken captrre vtt 
the enemy's camp, with her attendants confining of 
foffte women and three etunichs. She was the wifie 
pi Abradates the titular king ofthrSufiaos. Her 
feufband had been, fame tkne before difpatched bjr 
ike Affyiianmonaich to the king of the Bacliiana* 
who was bis acquaintance a*d friend, in quality x£ 
Ambaflfador, to jterfuade that monarch to accede t» 
the aHiance. 

W«en Atafpes the Mede, with foine<other8i iwi: 
ttatared her parvttion, they found her fitting on the 
ground, with her maid-fetvante around tier, and 
doathed in the fame manner. When they looked 
round them for t«he miftrefs, ahho' fhe fate, veiled, 
with her eyes fixed upon the ground) it was eafy to 
iUftiaguhh her from the left. . But when (toe was or- 
atered to rife, and ktr attendants rofe up lifceuufe, . 
fhe appeared infinitely fuperior to the ieft> hi ma je#yv 
/a wanner, and. in beauty,. Her charms flione with 
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Iuftre throtigh the humble habit which flie wore. 
Yet they tfould difcern the tears to moillen her gar- 
ments, and partly to flow down even to her feet* 
One of them prayed her fo be of good courage, for 
that, altho' they were informed that her own huf- 
band was endued with many excellencies both of 
body and mind, yet they fhould referve her for one 
who was not exceded by any man in the rare gifts of 
perfon and underftandirig and quality and power. 
For of all men, faid they, Cyrus is furely the moft 
worthy of admiration. When fhe heard this, fhe 
rent her garment, and began to weep aloud : her 
maids alfo lifted up their voices and wept. In tnis 
fcerie of diftrefs her neck and hands appeared, to 
the infinite furprize of all that were prefent, who 
confefled that fuch a form had never yet been feea in 
Ana. 

Ar a spks, who afterwards fell defperately in love 
with this lady, gave Cyrus an account of what had 
pafled, inviting him to fee this wonder. This how- 
ever Cyrus, who was as continent as the famous 
Scipio afterwards, prudently declined, and commit- 
ed her to the care of Arafpes, charging him to ufe 
her well. And this charge he gave, as well from 
his ' own natural difpofition, as from the reflection 
that fuch treatment might prove advantagous to 
his affairs. But we (hall not foreftall the reader, 
but lay before him the fequel of this hiftory in a 
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more proper and engaging way. A young gentle* 
man of New' College in Oxford lias fbme time ago 
extracted the feveral parts of it, as they lay dlfperf- 
ed in our author, and connected them in vexfe* As 
we have tiie author's leave, we fliall prefent the 
reader with this performance ; on the pcrufel of 
which, he will allow the, jutfice of that observation, 
that f A* Muffs Jjpoke from tb mouth of Xtncphm. 

. ' The raptur'd gazer fhali behold-no more, 
. * Nor e'er, a form fo lovely, view'd before * 
' From all her afpeft joys immortal rife, 

* Bloom on her cheeks and revel in her eyes ; 
' O Cyrus, fee this prodigy, and own 

4 Thy conquers poor, compar'd with this alone f 

Araspes thus reveal'd the flame that burn'd 
Within his breaft, and Cyrus thus returned, 
' Thy glowing fpcech an ardent pafiion proves* 

* Arafpes has already feen, and loves : 

' But know that Cyrus will not tempt his pains, 
' Nor truft a weaknefs which his foul difdains. 
4 To gain her love exert thy utmoft ikill, - 
' But, O ! forbear to violate the will : 

* Our good intentions give our arms fuccefs, 

' For heav'n we fight, and conquer but to blefc/ 

Diftrefs'd Pa N the a ! whom the fates oow fave 
From death, to mourn a captive and a flave ! 

The 
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Theviftoryet thy beauteous form to view 
Declines, and fears to be a captive too. 

. A*, as pes, licens'd, urges now the fair 
From day to day with mod afliduous care ; 
Now iighs fubmiffive, now with phrenfy burns, 
A fuppiiant fues, and menaces by turns ; 
Bids her to mark the difFrence, where the flow'r 
Eree-op'ning to the fun embalms the bow'r ; 
And where, while fhrunkand joylefs in the lhade, 
'Tis fudcJy pluck'd and in difhonor laid: 

Axarm'd, to Cyrus all her fears fhe fends, 
And to his faith her fpotlefs fame commends. 
The .youthful Hero could with pleafureview 
Virtue's bright funfhine gild affliction through ; 
Panthea's rare fidelity adof'd, 
But much the frailty of his friend deplor'd. 

* O fali'n Arafpes ! (faid the god-like youth) 
' Stain not this mirrour of unfailing truth ; 

' Let not thy paeons thus thy foul enflave, 

* Kecal thy manhood, for thou once waft brave ; 

* Hie thee x to Cnxfus, all our force reveal, 
'And join his councils with pretended zeal ; 

* By abfence, and the pow'r of reafons laws, 

4 Regain thy peace, and fcrve tlie common cau/e/ 

He bow'd afierrt: and how through all the hoft, 
Hau the vain rumour of Ajafpes lofc 

Peferting 
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Deferring to the proud AfTyrian's will 
Through fear of pain and confcioufnefs of ill. 

With joy it fill'd the fair Panthea's bread* 
Whofe lines the Perfian Hero thus addrefs'd, 

* Mourn not this wretch abandon d and accurs'd ; 

* Who fell fiom Cyrus, fell from Virtue firft ; 

* Grant me to fummon my lov'd lord in hafte, 
' The loft Aiafpes fliall be well replac'd, 

' And Cyrus (hall in Abradates find 

' A facred friendflup, and a grateful mind. 

* Nor thou fuppofe the quick tranfition Grange, 
' Or charge to lightnefs this important change : 

* 'Tis injury that ftirs ; the pointed fling 

* Wounds from the luft of this Aflyrian king, 

* Whofe tyrant paflions inftigate his aim 

( To cloud the luftre of our hallow 'd flame. 

* Nor ftiall he greet thee with profeffion vain, 
' Or join thy party with an ufelefs train," 

-—He came, and warlike fquadrons mark'd his way* 
Two thoufand gallant fteeds around him neigh : • 
Whom Cyrus worth his warnieft friendfhip deem'd, 
Rank'd in the number of his moil efteem'd. 

But with what mutual joystheir bofoms bwrn d, 
When his Panthea view'd him thus return d ; 
Entranced in ardent and enraptur d love, 
When their hearts' leap d and words for utt'rance 
tfrove, N# 
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No Mufe can paint, no language can reveal, 
And lovers only after abfence feel, 
When to each other all their fouls they pour, 
And with the paft compare the prefent hour. 

And now Panthea to her lord imparts 
The chafte demeanour and the virtuous arts 
Of youthful Cyrus ; forward to difclofe 
How much her honor to his goodnefs owes ; 
Without whofe fears divinely thus appeas'd, 
Not Abradates felf, nor life had pleas'd. 
4 How then (faid he) fhall we pay bick again 

• The gifts, which bind us to this man of men r* 
4 One only way (fhe cry'd) obtains that end ; 

• To hazard all for this illutfrious friend.' 

Next, to the grand pavilion he. repairs, 
And finds the Perfian hero fill'd with cares, 
Whofe hand engagingly he feiz'd, and faid, 
' Here be my thanks, my heart's beft ofFring, paid, 
' A«d here I vow whate'er was done by man, 
'Or friend, orfervant, and a (lift ant, can.' 
' Then, as my friend, thrice welcome to my breaft, 
(Said Cyrus) while \\i$ eyes his joys confefs'd, 
' Next to thy love be thy affedlion mine ; 
' My hand, my heart, and this pavilion thine/ 

The Perfian s aim, 4s now his numbers fail, 
Was, by fuperior reafon to prevail; 

• Vol. II. K ^ 
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By art an cafy victory to gain, 

And with arm'd chariots fweep the fatal plain. 

New the defign, and, while the fcheme they try'd, 

Jn all with Cyrus Abradates vied: 

Beneath his eye an hundred chariots rofe, 

Which ihreatned dire perdition to his foes ; 

Thefe he would lead in his diftinguifh'd car, 

Companion and example of the war : 

Four poles extended from the gay machine, 

And twice four fprightly fteeds annexed were fcen. 

Mean time Panthea, from the nuptial vow- 
Careful, in all that prudence would allow, 
Endearing yet and elegant in all 
For which her careful prudence gave the call* 
A curious plate devis'd to fliield his bread, 
And, to protect his head* a glitt'rmg creft 
Of burnifli'd gold, with glowing gold defign'd 
His nervous arms in circling plates to bind. 

An d now came on the fatal day, that muft 
Shew proud Affyria humbled in the duft ; 
Before his tent the fumptuous chariot (lands, 
And filcnt numbers wak his high commands* 
The precious helmet then Pa nth e a drew 
And the rich breaft-and arm-plates- to his view ; 
Thefe with officious hand fhe faften'd round, 
And his flrong wrifts with brilliant bracelets bound : 
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This done, o'er all his limbs a purple veil, 
Enfigii of regal dignity ihe caft ; 
Then on his breaft in am'rous anguifh hung / —— 
Amaz'd he faw, andtilence ty'd his tongue ; 
For quite in fecret had the cunning fair 
Defign'd and meafur'd all with niceft care : 
At length — * What has my jewel done to day ? 

* Defpoil'd herfelf to trick me out fo gay ?' 

* Not fo (Pan the a fa id) not £b, my love ; 
' For you my adbleft ornament fliall prove ; 

* While to the world, as to myfeJf, you fliine 

' The brighteft gem, that e'er earich'd the mine/ 
She ftrove ber tears to hide, while thus flie fpeaks, 
Yet tears of love bedew'd her beauteous cheeks. 

The royal Abradates, ever blefs'd 
With iib'ral afpeft, far outfhone the left ; 
And now made ready, with her praife well-pieas'd, 
T afcend the chariot, and the reins he feiz'd ; 
When fair Pa a the a bad the reft retire, 
And thus befpoke the lord of her defire ; 
' Since for a time we are ordain d to part, 
' Lord of my life, dear fov 'reign of my heart X 
4 Tell me, to thy experience I appeal, 

* What I for^hee, did ever woman feel 

' For man before ? but thus why need I prefe 

* What all the aftions of my life confefs ? 

* Yet dear to ev'ry confeious thought within, 
' Dear as thou art, and evermore haft been* 
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' Yet would I chufe, with thee ftiil honour'd, brave, 
' To reach the dreary manftons of the grave 

* Rather inhum'd alive, than fhare thy throne, 

* Thy fjateand bed, with fame and honor gone. 

* So have I truly judgd myfelf and thee 

* Worthy of higheft note and dignity ! 

' Remember what we owe to Cynis too, 
' Who, when a captive flrft I feaj'd his view, 

* Sav'd me for thee, tho* for himfelf referv'd, 

' Nor from the rules of ftri&eft virtue fwerv'd. 
' Remember too the promife made him fince, 

* When flrft Arafpes left his godlike prince, 

. ' That you with better faith fhould w.ait his will, 
' Share all his fortunes and attend him (till/* 

He heard with high delight, and on her head 
Impos'd his hand and thus with fervor pray'd ; 

* Almighty Jove ! O grant me ftill to prove 
•■ A confort worthy of the fair I love, 
' Nor Cyrus' friendihip ever to forego, 

* Through whom for thee fuch virt'ous honors flow f 
Then mounts the fplendid car with action light, 
And in a moment was inclos'd from fight. 

The chariot now, which all her wifli conceal'd, 
She kifs'd, and gently followed as it wheel'd : 
He turn'd and faw, — his words her grief renew, 

* Adieu, Panthea, fweeteft love, adieu!* 
Then, by her nymphs furrounded, flie rqtir'd, 
By *1) regretted! as by all admir'd. 

1£%\ 
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For tho' her gallant confort ftill was feer* 
Of nobleft prefence and engaging mien ; 
His vehicle tho' glorious to behold ; 
Himfelf attir'd in purple, gems and gold ; 
Unheeded yet he pafs'd while fhe was nigh, 
P a n th e a s charms attracted ev'ry eye* 

Th e Perfian, as he viewed the front of war. 
Now turn'd his fteed, advancing to the car j 
Him he obferv'd and with obfequious hade 
t)efcended, whom the hero thus addrefs'd. 
' Of all th* afliftants that around me ftand, 

* Heavn has adjudg'd you worthier of command, 

* O Abradates * t yet keep this in mind, 

* That Perlia's dreaded fons march clofe behind ; 

* The fons of Perfia ever take their turns, 

' Their friends fupporting, when the battle burns/ 

To whom the chief ; ' O prince, I fee fuccefs, 
f Our clofe embodied front portends no lefs ; 
' Of due fupport our flanks are moil debarr'd, 
' Which only chariots, thinly fcatter'd, guard : 

* Hence, had you not aflign'd to me this place, 

* The poft of honor in the battle's face, 

* I (hould have blutfi'd to fee myfelf fecure, 

4 While thefe the burthen of the fight endure/ 

• Illustrious chief (Cambyfes' fon reply'd) 
' Approv'd in council, and in fnswiflavg xvj ^> 
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' Thofe numerous fquadrons, how that give thee 
pain, 

* Shall feek to charge our weaker flanks in vain ; 

* Or e'er a fword can ftrike, or javelki fell, 

' Thou flialt behold them turn d and flying all. 

* Be this thy fignal then, whene'er thine eye 

' Shall, pleas'd, behold thofe num'rous fquadrons fly* 

* Then, then, and not 'till then, thy reins let go, 
' And pour impet'ous on the frighted foe ; 

* Mean-time, e're yet the low'ring fronts engage, 

* And the hofts clafh with undifcerning rage, 

' Exhort our friends with coward foes to cope, 

* Infpire with courage and fuftain with hope.* 

Sage was his judgment ; for on either flank, 
Before the chariots, cameb flood in rank* 
Noifome to horfes, at whofe foetid fmelr 
They rear'd, and into ftrange diforder fell ; 
Then quickly turning from th' oflfenfive fight, 
Confus'd they fled, and horror wing'd their flighty 
While breaft of man and beaft a panic feels, 
As tlie fcyth'd chariots thunder at their heels. 

Th is Abradates feeing, carl'd aloud, 
' Follow your leader,' to th' attending crowd, 
"Which faidy and plying harcrthe galling thongs 
With dire impetuofity among 
The achrerfe hofrhe drove: on Wther fide 
JU& friends witji <&uafrpape their chariots, guides 
" - ■ X^ 
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Th* Afiyrian cars percec/d th' unequal fray, 
And, opening wide, whecVd fuddenly away : 
What durft abide the Suiian hero crufh'd, 
Then furious on th* Egyptian phalanx rufh'd * 
As thefe, expert, in clofe battalia flood; 
The din tremendous, and the fhock was rude ; 
With clanging arms in heaps on heaps they fait ^ 
Unutterable tumult covers aM ; 
Here, as the wheels rofe bounding o'er the dead, 
Thrown from his car th* illuftrious chieftain bled* 
As when the Bird of Jove with piercing eyes 
Some ferpent from his towering heigl\t efpies, 
He darts upon the foe with rapid wing, 
And bears aloft — yet feels the pointed fling ; 
Thus, as he conquers, panting beats the plain, 
And bleeding falls triumphant on the flain. 

This conqueft gaind, his chiefs around him 
meet, 
And in high Arams the Perfian viclor greet : 

• Bur where is Abradates ? where my friend r* 
Nor, "till he knows, his warm enquiries end : 
At length, in fpeech adapted to deplore ; 
Twas anfwer*d, ' Abradates is no more ; 

* Glorious he dyM j his melancholy queen 

' Now fits upon the ground (affc&ing (bene !} 
4 Clofe to the cold and pallid corfe 'tis faid, 
« Aod on her knees fupporti the bloodlefs head/ 
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Gr eat Cyrus, as hcvents a mournful cry, 
With grief tranfported, fmote upon his thigh ; 
Then hafted to the fpot, where on the ground, 
The weeping fair and his dead friend he found : 
Opprefiive griefs his tortur'd bofom fill'd, 
And from his eyes unceafmg tears diftill'd ; 
Thefe words at length he utter'd with a groan,, 
' Thou brave and faitliful fpirit ! art thou flown ? 
Why halt thou left us ?' Then with pit'ing look 
The death-cold liand of Abradates took ;— 
The hand, which erft was fever d from its arm* 
Obfequious follow'd — and the loud alarm 
Of lamentation from the fair-one broke, 
Who, killing firft, replaced the hand, and fpoke, 
c Ah much lov'd hand ! not iingly thus thou art ! 

* Alike diihonour'd ev'ry graceful part ! i 

* And this, O virtuous Cyrus, was for thee ; 

* Nor kfs I deem (unthinking wretch) for me ; 

* Fool that I was ! who fpurr d him oa to fame, 
' To ihinc the friend of Cyrus ; envy'd name ! 

' Unblam'd he fell (purfu'd the weeping fair) 
« While I, the caufe, here breathe the vital aix f 

Th e fpeech of Cyrus for a time was ty'd ;: 
He wept in filence, and at length reply'd, 
« Glorious he fell, and on his favoured head 
4 Conqueft and fame their pureffc luftie fhed.. 

* Rich prefents fliall his fepulchre adorn ; 

' Nor they, th' illuftrious dead, fucb honors fconr f 
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■• That fepulchre magnificent fhall rife, 

' And victims bleed to grace his obfequies. 

' Nor you, in whom diftinguifrYd merits fhlnc, v 

' And modeft chaims with confcious worth con> 

bine, 
' Shall unprote&ed live ; fo Jo ve defend 
' Our caufe ; and vi&ory our arms attend f 
' Say but to whom, or whither, you retire, 
' Our pow'r and wealth ihall crown each known 

defire.* 

'Thanks! faid Panthea ; Cyrus foon fhall 
know 
' To whom I hope, and chiefly wifh to go/ . 

Tje prince withdrew ; and mourn d the haplefs 
fate 
Of fuch a wife depriv'd of fuch a mate ! 
Nor was he well aware to whom fhe meant, 
And chiefly wifh'd with ardor, to be fent ; 
For with the poniard now fhe piere'd her breaft, 
And on her lord's lov'd bofom funk to reft. 

Rest ever happy then, tranfeendent pair> 
Braveft of youths, and lovlieft of the fair ! 
While here your names a precious balm dirTufe> 
Inwoven with the laurels of the Mufe. 
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Thus far the poet. But we muft add, that, u hen 
Famthea expired on the bo (bra of her hufband, the 
nurfe, not without piteous lamentations, covered 
them both decently, as fhc had been before inflat- 
ed by her mifirefc. Cyrus, informed of the action, 
returned haftily and with affright to the fpot, to fee 
if there was any room for afliftance. In the mean 
time, her three eunuchs in waiting, difdaining life 
after the lofs of their miftrefs, fobbed themfelves alfo. 
All that Cyrus could now do, was, to pay the laft 
honors to the dead ; which he did with fincere grief, 
and in the moft magnificent manner. A large and 
long barrow was thrown up, by way of monument, 
according to the cuftom of thole early ages, on the 
higheft part of which was erected a fuperb column 
with an inscription in Sijiac character?, containing 
the names of Abradates and Pan the a. Onthe low- 
er part of it were three columns with the inferipttons 
of The Scept*e-Bea*ke.s, intimating that the 
three eunuchs were there interred, the badge of whofe 
office the fceptre was. This monument was faid te 
be remaining to the time of Xenophon, 
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CHAP. V. 
Of ELISA, or DIDO. 

EL IS A, known aHo by the name of Dido, fled 
from Tyre in the feventh year of the reign of 
Pygmalion king of that city. Her flight was occa- 
* fioned by the cruel and infatiable avarice of Pygmal- 
ion, who was her brother. This prince liad married 
his filler Dido to his uncle Sichaus, the prieft of 
Hercules, the fecond man in the kingdom, and pot 
fefied of immenfe wealth. Pygmalion longed excef- 
fiveiy to make this wealth his own, and refolved to 
gratify his defires by the deftru&ion of his uncle. The 
manner, in which this was effe&ed, is differently re- 
lated. Virgil will have it that Pygmalion barbarouf- 
ly murdered his uncle at the altar. But Euflathius and 
Cedrenus intimate, that he difpatched him at an 
hunting match, and then, throwing him down a pre-* 
cipice, gave out that the fail had ooSafioned his 
death. For, while thofe who attended him were 
engaged in the purfuit of a wild boar, the king ran 
him through with his fpear. However that be, he 
reaped no fruit from his wickednefs, his covetoufnefs 
being defervedly difappoin^ed. For, as Stchaeus was. 
well acquainted with the fordid and avaricious tem- 
per 
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per of his nephew, he had by way of precaution bu- 
ried hii riches under ground. This, with the pru- 
dent and artful condudfc of Eli s a, rendered abortive 
the tyrant's fcheme. 

Sichjeus, appearing to his difconfolate widow 
in a dream, apprifed her of his tragical exit, and 
advifed her to fly immediately, in order to avoid the 
fame fate. But there feems to have been no need of 
this, for fhe was a woman of great fagacity and 
penetration, and well knew what had prompted 
Pygmalion to the murder of her hufba.id. Yet fhe 
concealed her refentments with the molt artful difli- 
fimulation, and fhewed the fame kindnefs and ef- 
tecm for him, as if fhe had not entertained the leaft 
fufpicion. Thus, tho' fhe was fully determined to 
make her efcipe and carry off tho fe trea Aires, which 
had inltigatcd her bi other to fo inhuman an adUon, 
flic judged it proper for fome time to amufe him, 
and keep up the appearance of a tender afTe&ion, 
'till an opportunity offered of aifembling her friends, 
and concerting with them the proper meafures for 
fpcedily abandoning Tyre. The principal of thefe, 
were her brother Barca and feveral fenators, who 
hating Pygmalion, and apprehending themfelves e- 
very moment in .danger of being facrificed by a prince, 
who had broken through all ties of nature and hu- 
manity, engaged to follow her at all adventures. 
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The more covertly and effe&ually to execute the 
fiefign which fhe had formed, flie applied to the king 
for vefltls to convey herfeif and her brother Barca* 
with their effe&s, to Chartaca, a maritime town in 
his dominions, under the pretext of refining there. 
To this Pygmalion readily agreed, as imagining that 
by fuch a Hep he fliould become rnafter„of what had 
been fo long the ob>je& of his defires. 

Elisa, being thus fupplied with men and foips, 
weighed anchor, and being got into the ocean at a 
proper diftanceTrbm Tyre, commanded her men to 
throw into the fea fome bags filled with fand, which 
flie told them, contained the wealth of her hulband 
Sichxus ; and then in a doleful tone entreated his ma- 
nes to accept of thofe riches as an oblation, which 
Had been the caufe of his deftru&ion. Afterwards* 
addrefling herfeif to her companions, fhe gave them 
to understand that there was nothing terrible which 
they might not fear from the tyrant's refentment, for 
being instrumental m defeating his avaricious purpo- 
fes, if they fhould ever fall into his hands. By which 
means having fixed them more firmly in her infereft, 
fhe purfued her voyage,' and got out of her brother's 
reach before he was apprifed of her resolution. 

Py g m a li o n , finding all his hopes thus defeated 

V>y his lifter's fubllety, and being grieved that thofe 

treafures fhould be fo fnatched from him in a moment* 

Vol. II, L which 
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•which he thought himfelffo fine oX andwhieh he 
had fo long enjoyed in imagination, gaye orders 
to fit out a fleet with all poffible expedition, that he 
might fail in purfuit of the fugitives. But he was di- 
verted from this defign by the entreaties, cf hi^ 
another, and the menaces of the infpjred college a$ 
^he Vates, who threatened him with the indignation 
of the Gods, if he offered to obftrucl, in any manner^ 
»the grand project that Elisa was gone upon. 

The firft place, which our heroine touched at^ 
was fome port in the ifland of Cyprus, poflibly Saia- 
mi$, which was then in its infancy, fince, according 
to Virgil and Serves, in conjunction with the Mar- 
bles, Teucer and Mettinus, Eli fa's father, feized up- 
on Cyprus, or atleaft apart of it, nof long before 
where the former of thefe built Sahmiis, We are 
fenflble however that many learned men have reject- 
ed tliis chronology, and it would interfere too much 
with our narration to clear up fo difputed a point. But 
whatever port of Cyprus it w^s,, here fhe met with 3 
prieft of Jupiter, who offered to attend her with His 
whole family, and partake of fccr future fortune ; 
which fhe readily acceptedof. As this motion of the 
prieft was fuppofed to precede from an impulfe, or 
rather command, of the deity himfelf, ihe looked up- 
on it as a good omen, ^nd fettled the priefthood of 
Jupiter in thjt family. 
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It was 4 prevailing cu'ftom in this iiiahd, at the 
trine of Elisa's arrival, for the maids to go on cer- 
tain ftated days, before marriage to thefea-fide, there 
to look for ftrangers, who might pbflibly arrive ori 
their coafts, in order t6 pfoftitute themfelves for 
£ain, and thereby cbllecY a dowry. Out of theft 
the Tyrians fele&ed. a certain number, Juftin fays 
80, and carrying them on board, found them very 
fub&rvicnt to their defign of planting a new colony. 

From hence they preceded direttly for the 
coafts of Africa, and at laft happily landed in the 
province called afterwards the Proper Africa, not 
far from tftica, a Phoenician city of great antiquity. 
The inhabitants received their countrymen with all 
foffible demonftrations of joy, and defiring their con- 
tinuance amongft them, adviTed them to build a city 
xiport that fpbt, to which the fates had conducted 
rtifcto. 

* * It was Elisa's lirft care, upon her arrival, to 
cultivate a good undei Handing with the natives, to 
which they were by no means, for any coniiderable 
time, averfe, on account of the advantages which 
they perceived would naturally flow to them from 
an eftablifhed commerce and harmony betwixt the 
two nations. 
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She then purchafed of. tliem a tra&of landfoT 
htf^fcif and her wearied Tyrians to fettle upon. 
Many authors intimate that the cunning Phoenicians 
impofed upon the fimple Africans, when a bargain 
was made betwixt them, in the following manner;, 
they defucd for their intended fetdement only fo 
much ground as an ox's hyde would encompafs. This 
lequcil the Africans at firft laughed at ; but were fur- 
pri/cd when, upon their granting it, they found 
Ki.isa to cut the hyde into the fmalieft flireds, and 
wijh them fur round, a large extent of. territory j on 
which flic builded a citadel, from this incident cal- 
led llyrfa. The learned however unanimously agree 
in exploding this fable, wliich feems to owe its origin 
either to the envy and malice of the Romans, or to 
the ridiculous vanity of the. Greeks, who affefted to 
deduce every thing that favoured ofliigh antiquity, 
from their own, nation and language, tho' never fo 
remote from them. Appian feems to infinuate, that 
Elisa met at firft with fome oppofiticn from the 
natives. And this in all probability was true ; for 
it is certain that an annual tribute was exacted from 
them by their flift agreement with the Africans, and 
paid for many years after, for the ground which they 
poflefled. 

Th e neighbouring people, at firft: invited by thq 
profpefr of, luere, and with this view repairing to 
the Phoenician fettlement, to fell thefe foreigners the 

neceflaries 
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neceffaiies of life, were in a Ihort time incorporated 
amongft tftem. The number of the Phoenicians lxin£ 
greatly encreafed by this acceffion, EtiSA followed 
the advice of theUtican ambaffcdors who were fent 
to congratulate her on her happy arrival in the name 
of their ftate, and buildcd a new city,* or at leaft 
much enlarged the old one, which could make no ve- 
ry considerable figure before. . 

As -the natives* of the country were now of the fame 
fentiments with the Uticans in this particular, Elisa 
met with no further obftruclion. On the contrary'; 
they gave the Tyrians all neceflary afliftance, both 
in the building of their city, and in the peopling of 
it afterwards. So that Carthage foon became a place 
of great reputation, and made itfelf refpe&ed by ail 
its neighbours. 

We are told by Juitin that; in digging for the 
foundations of the city, the workmen firft found an " 
ox's head, which was indeed a fymbol of fertility of 
foil,, but at the fame time prefaged continual toil; 
and perpetual fervitude, to the city. Upon this they 
removed to another fpot where in digging they dis- 
covered an horfe's head, which they interpreted as 
an happier omen, portending the* future martial ge- 
nius of the inhabitants. Euftathius adds, that the 
horfe's head had a Palm-Tree, or at leaft a branch of 
Palm, difcovered with-it. .This was cooii<k;t.d v V\j6v 
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out diMbt, as an emblem of vi&ory. This determined 
Elisa to fix upon that l]pot fof the fituatioa of her 
city. Inallufion tp this it was, that the Carthagin- 
ians had in after ages* an Horfe's Head, or an Horfe 
and a Palm-Tiee* fo frequently upon the. reverie of 
their coins. 

Some of thefe coins, particularly of the filver 
and gold ones* are of exquifite workmanihip, nothing 
at all inferior to any of the Greek or Roman. They 
are found in the kingdoms of Tunis and Algiers, in 
thofe parts of Spain, which the Carthaginians nrft 
ppflefled, and in Sicily. Numbers of them may be 
feen in Aldrete, in Paruta, Haym, and the cabinets 
of t the curious. 

Every thing thus confpiring with Eti£Ts views, 
and fucceding according to her deiire, the new tity 
■foon grew wealthy and flourifhing, by the coalition x 
of differentiations. This agreeable fituation tempted 
Jarbas, a neighbouring prince, to the endeavour of 
making hrmfelf mafter of k without btood-ftied. In 
twder ta this, he deiired that an aoibany of ten of 
the mpir noble Carthaginians might be font, to him- 
This being complied with, he propofcd to them a 
nurriace with Elisa oc Dido (for this raft, in alt 
probability w?« the name that fte went by after her 
lit in. Africa) threatening them with war, in 
LgwuJUU The wni>aHai#ra en their return 

tome 
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' home, being afraid to deliver the meflage, told their 
fovereign with Tunic fubtlety, that Jarbas defired 
tohavefome perfoufent to him, who was capable 
of civilizing his Africans.: But that there was no 
poflibility of finding any of her fubje&s, who would 
leave his relations for the converfation of fucli bar- 
barians. Here they w*re reprehended by the queen, 
who afked them* if they were not aftamed to refiife 
living in any manner, which might prove beneficial 
to their country, to which they owed their very 
lives } They then opened to her the king's coramaodsv 
adding that, according to her own deciiiou of the 
point; and to fet hcrfubjedsa noble example, file 
ought to give up hcffclf to the welfare of her country. 
Being thus eafnaied, fhc called upon her hufband 
Sichatus with tears and lamentations, and at laft - 
anfwered that (he would go whitlier her own, fate, 
and that of her city called her. 

In the meaa time the c^ufed a pile to be ere&ed 
in the fartaeft part of the city : and at the expirati- . 
*a of three months, which time fhe «ad required - 
for the execution of herdengn, kiliin r many vi&iras, 
as if (he intended to fecrincc to, and appeafe, the 
manes of her firit hufband, before (he entered upon 
a fecond marriage, (he afcended it in the fight of all 
her people. . Then looking around her upon the 
.fpeftarors* flte told theat, that the was going to her 
-Mband* as th^yJwtd ordered her. Having (aid this 
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fhe inftantly, with a dagger which flic had taken 
with her for that purppfe, put an < end to her own 
life. 

4 

Th i s is Jttftins account of the death of that prin- 
cefs,and is very different, in the caufe* from that 
which is given by Virgil. And Macrobi us tells us 
that the Relation of this poet of Dido's amours with 
JEneas, and of her laying violent hands on herfelf at 
his departure from Africa, after he-had debauched 
her, was universally efteemed as, fabulous in his age* 
This author alfo celebrates her -temperance and cha£ 
tity ; which is cxa&ly agreeable to the faith of hiito- 
iy. And we have rcafon enough to believe*that 
Virgil, as a Roman, did not, in this particular, pay 
the greateft regard to truth. _ For this the antipathy 
^betwixt his nation and the Carthaginians will fuffici- 
entry account. ,-....., 

He r name Eli s a , or Eli s s a , imports the fame 
tiling in the Hebrew or Phoenician language, as the 
word Virago does in Latin, and may not improper-* 
ly be rendered The Heroine. That of Dido iignifies: 
a, Traveller or Wanderer ; and was the name given 
to her after her arrival in Africa. Wemuft add as 
a, farther vindication of this Lady's chatafter, that 
after tic niceft forutiny into this affair, it does not 
appear to us that iEneas ever was in Africa or Italy, 
7bc)esLint& Bochart has written a .difiertalion pur- 
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pofely to clear up this point. And upon a review of 
the authors produced, we may reasonably conclude, 
that he continued in Alia after the departure of the 
Greeks from Troy, where himfelf, and his pofterity 
after him, reigned over the remnant of the Trojans 
in that country. 

* How long Dido reigned at Carthage, or when 
flie came to the violent death above-mentioned', we 
cannot take upon us to determine. What feemi to' 
fee the beft fupported by ancient hiftory, is, that hee 
brother Barca, and fitter Anna, attended her from 
Tyre to Africa; and that, by their committing every 
thing to her care, management and dire&ion, it 
appears that (he was a woman o£ an uncommon ge- 
nius. This is evident likewife from the. artful man* 
ner in which flie impofed upon her brother Pygmal- 
ion before her departure from Tyre, when, under 
pretence of diverting her melancholy on account of 
her hufbaud's death, which, ihe insinuated, her resi- 
dence at Tyre could not fail of. perpetuating, (he 
had the addrefs to perfuade him that her intention 
was really to retire to, and refide at, Ghartaca. The 
fecrecy and prudence, with which her grand enter- 
puze was conduced, as well as the cunning device 
by which fhe fixed evca Pygmalion's men in her in* 
tereft, indifputably evince the fame thing. That fhe, 
was ajady of moft attractive charms, as well as a rare 
gattem of Chaftity, is atteftcd. by the belt authors. . 
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C H A P. VI. 
Of DARIUS the Persian. 

CAMBYSES fucceded his father Cyrus the 
Great upon the imperial throne of Perfia* 
This prince, during his relgft of feven years, exer- 
eifed much more tyl-anfiy than oould naturally be 
expected from the fon of lb prudent and temperate 
a father. He had the cruelty, from caufelefs jealou- 
fjr, to pat Smerdfc to death, thcf his <dwa brothefr by 
the Am* father and mother, by Hie hand of Pft*af~ 
pes*- Yet, while he was in Syria, on his return from 
Egypt, an herald arrived In his camp, aird coafc- 
(tentfy placing fchftfelf In the midft of the army, 
with a loud voice proclaimed Smeixlis empw&r ot 
Perfia. The herald was immediately feized artd Ex- 
amined in the prefenoe of Psexafpes; and fcponr 
the whole it appeared plain enough that his brother 
Smerdis had been really flain according to his orders; 
and that the perfon proclaimed was one of the Per- 
fcui Mages of the fame name, who refenibted the 
Other in perfon, and now ufutped the throne. 

- This Srnerdis, the Mage, had an elder brother 
Mined Patiztthes, with whom Cambyfcs, at his de- 

paxture 



patfiw from Sufa, had left the admniiftratioa oC 
affairs. Th's.man fully affiled of the death of prince 
Smerdis, which had |?$en carefully concealed from 
mod others, %nd at the fame time informed that 
Cambyfes wis grown inf ippdrtable on account of 
his tyranny, h id now phced the imperial diadem 
on the head of his. brother, giving out that he was 
the true Smerdis the fon of Cyrus. 

Cambysfs had now leisure to refledl how un- 
jufriy he had murdeied his brother. He burft out 
into a flood of tears, and immediately ordered his 
^rmy to march, with a deilg;n to fupprefs the growl- 
ing rebellion. But as he mounted his horfe with more 
emotion than, ufual, his fword flipped out of the 
fea.bbard, and wounded him in the thigh. Of this 
Wound, which mortified, he died in a few days af- 
ter, and the army quietly fubmitted to the perfba 
on. tfce throne, fuppofing him to bethe trueSmerdis, 

The new fovcreign granted to his new fuhje6b 
s$any valuable favors, betides an exemption Iron*, 
taxes for three years, and treated them in general 
with fuch beneficence, that all the nations of Ana, 
the Perfians only excepted, exprerTed great fbrrow. 
on the revolution that happened a few month* after* 
To fecwe his title, he married Atoflathe daugther of 
Cyrus, who had been the wife alfo of her brother 
•Cambyfes. Jh£ the precautions which he took, 

inoreafed 
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increafed 'the fufpicion of many, that he was riot ther 
true Smerdis. He had married all his predeceflbrs 
wives, and among the reft, Phedyma, the daughter 
of Otanes, a Perfian nobleman of the fiift rank. O- 
tanes, to be fatisfied, fent a trufty meflfenger to his 
daughter, to know whether the king was really 
Smerdis the fon of Cyrus, or not. She anfwered, 
that fhe had never feen the fon of Cyrus, and there- 
fore could not fatisfy him. By a fecond melfage 
he defired her to enquire of Atofla. She fent him 
word, that fhe was not allowed to fpeak with Atoffa>. 
nor to fee any otlier of the women ; becaufe the king 
had, from the beginning of his reign, lodged all his 
wives rn feperate apartments. This greatly augment- 
ed the fufpicion of Otanes ; who thereupon fent a 
third melfage to her, directing her, when fhe was 
next invited to his bed, to take the opportunity of 
feeling, while he was afleep, whether he had ears 
or not ; for Cyrus had formerly caufed the ears of 
the Mage Smerdis to be cut off for a crime. His 
daughter now faid, that the danger would be very 
great fhould fhe be discovered in the attempt ; yet 
in obedience to him, fhe would try it, and take upon 
her to fatisfy his doubt. She. did fo, and, finding 
that he had no ears, early the next morning fhe fent 
intelligence thereof to her father, 

Otanes now imparted the affair to Gobryas and 
Afpathines, Pexfians of high dJfUnftibn, whofe honor 

he 
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he co\tld rely Upon. Thefe three agreed that each 
of them fhould name one of his moft trufty friends to 
be admitted into the fecret. Otanes therefore namedf 
Intaphernes; Gobryas., Megabyzus ; and Afpathines, 
Hydarnes. 

In the mean time, Darius, the f6n of Hyftafpes, 
arriving at Sufa from Perfia, where his father was 
governor, they all agreed to make him privy to theit 
refolutions. He was of the royal family of Achfcmen- 
es, and readily came into the fcheme. He told them, 
at their firft meeting, that he thought no man in 
Perfia, but himfelf, had known that Smerdis the 
fon of Cyrus was really dead, and the crown ufurped 
by a Mage ; that he was therefore come with a de- 
iign to kill the ufurper, without imparting his refclu- 
tion to any other, that the glory of the aftion might 
be entirely his own. But fince others were apprifed 
of the impoihife, he was of opinion that difpatch 
was m#ft neceiTary ; the leaft delay being dangerous, 
and the beft-concerted deftgns eafily disappointed. 
Otanes was* for deferring the attempt 'till their number 
was iticreafed. But I)a*ius remonftrating the danger 
there was of being discovered and betiayed, if they 
let the jvrefent opportunity flip, or imparted theif 
defign to trthers ; 2nd openly protecting that, if they 
did not makeihe attempt that very day, he would 
prevent any one from accufmg him, by difclofing" 
the wkolemattarto' the Mage; it was unanimously 
Vol, II, M ■ agreed 
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agreed that they flxrald not (eperate on any pretence 
whatever, but immediately, on the freaking up of 
their meeting, go to the palace, and either put the 
luurper to death, or die in the attempt. 

While they were concerting their meafures, 
the two Mages, to remove all fufpicion, had engaged 
Trexafpes in their interefl ; and with great promifes 
prevailed upon him to give his word and oath that 
he would never difcover the fraud which they had 
put upon the Pernans. For Prexafpes, as has been 
obfervcd, had put the true Smerdis to death with his 
own hand. They now acquainted him farther, that 
•having determined to afiemble the Perfians under the 
walls of the royal palace, they defired he would 
afcend a certain Tower, and from thence declare 
publicly, that the Ling upon the throne was truly 
Smerdis the ion of Cyrus. Prexafpes took upon him 
this office - f the Mages summoned the Porfians toge- 
ther, and commanded him to mount the tower and 
harangue the people. He then began his difcouhe 
with the genealogy of Cyrus* and pot the Pesfiaae in 
mind of the great favors- the natkn had raoecved 
from that prince. After having extolled Cyn» and 
his family, he fincerely, t* the great aftoniflufter* 
of all, declared what had pafed \ and told the 
people, that the appwheafioasof thedaage* he mift 
Inevitably ruo* by puhUflungthe imp«ftiirer had e#»- 
Urn to caiceai * fokmg, h* now, that 

• lis 
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liis rerflorfe would no longer fuffer him to aft fuch a 
difhonorable part, he acknowledged that ht had been 
compelled by Cambyfes to put his brother to death 
with his own hand ; and that the perfon who poflefied 
the throne, was Smerdis the Mage. He then begged 
pardon of Gods and men, for the crime which life had 
committed by compulfion and againft his will : then, 
fulminating many imprecations againft the Periians 
if they fhould negleft to recover the fovereignty and 
punifh the ufurper, he threw himfelf headlong frcnv 
the top of the tower, and died upon the fpot. The 
news of this occasioned great eonfufion In the palace.- 

But the confpirators, Ignorant of this, were go- 
ing to the palace, determined to execute their de- 
fign. As they were on the way, they were informed 
of what Prexafpes had faid and done. They retired 
therefore and conferred together once more. Otanes 
earneftly entreated them anew to defer the enterprize. 
But Darius Hill infilling upon the immediate exe- 
cution of their purpofe, they fell in with his opinion, 
and went immediately to the palace. The guards, 
Tefpjefting their dignity, and not fufpefting perfons of 
their rank and figure, permitted them to pafs with- 
out anting any questions. But as they approached 
the royal apartment, the Eunuchs, who attended 
there to receive mefTagesi , refufed them admittance, 
and threatened t'te g.aeiis for permitting them to. 
pafs. Upon this the. (even Periian*, encouraging each 

M z oucr, .^ 
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other, dtew their fwords, killed alT that oppofed 
tlieir pafiage, and penetrated to the very room where 
the two Mages were conujltiag about the late affair 
of Pre.xafpes. They no fooner heard this tumult and 
uproar, but the one taking up a bow, and the other a 
javelin, the weapons that came firft to hand in that 
coiifufi'/n, they engaged the confpirators. He, who 
had the bow, foon found that weapon of no ufe in 
fo clofe an action. But the oilier with his javelin 
wounded Afpathines in the thigh, and ftruck out the 
Eye of Intaphcrnes. One of the brothers being kill- 
ed, the other retired into a room adjoining, with a 
defign to fhut himfelf in ; but was fo clofcly puriued 
by Darius andGobryas, that they broke into the 
room with him* Gobryas, having feized him, held 
him faft in his arms ; but as it was quite dark in that 
place, Darius flood dill, not knowing how to direft 
his blow, and fearing tq ftrike, led he Ihould kill his 
friend inftead of the enemy : which Gobryas per- 
ceiving, dcfired him to ftrike, tho' he fhould kill 
them both. Upon this Darius refolved to put alj 
to the venture ; and, by good fortune killed the 
ufurper. Having thus difpatched the two brothers, 
they cut ofF tlieir heads ; and, leaving their two 
wour.d6d companions to fecure the palace, the other; 
five, carrying the heids of the two Mages, with 
their hands all fmeared with blood, marched out of 
the palace, expofed the heads to the eyes o£ the pea- 
C* and declared the whole impofture. The Pei;- 

fians. 
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iiafts, being informed of what had palTed, were fo 
enraged ag inft the. irpoftorbi that they feil •? rn 
the whole order, and "killed every Mage they met ; 
and, if night* coming on had not' put an end to the 
flaughter, notonc of them had been le-t alive. 

When the tumult* and diforders, which always 
attend fuch events, were appeafed ; theco r p ratois 
met to confult what form of government they fh • 1 1 
introduce. Otanes was for a republic; Megab\zus 
for an oligarchy; and Darius declared for mo- 
narchy. After a long debate, the opinion of the 
latter was embraced by all, except Otanes, who 
finding his fentiments over-nilec|, told them, that 
fince they were refoived to fet up a king, he would 
not be their competitor for a dignity which he ab- 
lrorred ; and that; being determined not to govern 
as a king,. he would not be governed by one. He 
was willing therefore tagive up his claim to the 
crown, on condition that neither he, nor his pcfte- 
rity, ihould be fubjett to the royal power. The other 
ffx granted him his demand; whereupon he imme- 
diately retired, and hrs defcendants alone retained 
their liberty, which they enjpy'd a long time after, 
and were no further fubjeel: to the king than fuited 
their convenience, and only obliged to conform to 
the manner* of the country. 
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The other fixnow began to deliberate in what» 
manner they fhould procede to the election of a new. 
king. But fiift, they junanimoufly agreed, that, 
whofoever of them fhould be chofen, he fhould e- 
very year prefent Otanes, and his pofterity, with a 
Median veft (a mark of great diflin&ion among the 
Perfians) becaufe he had been the chief author of the 
en'erprize. In. the next place they determined that, 
the fe ven fhould. have. full liberty to enter into all 
the apartments of the palace, without being , intro- 
duced, except when the king was alone with fome of. 
his, wives; and that the king fhould not marry a. 
-woman out of any other family^, than of the feven- 
confpirator?. With refpecl: to the election, they 
thought fit to refer it to providence, and accordingly 
agreed to meet the next morning on Jiorfeback, by. 
fun-riling, at an appointed place in the. fuburbs of 
the city; and that he, whofe horfe firft neighed,, 
lhould be king. For the fun being greatly' rever- 
enced by. the Perfians, they looked upon this as a 
fort of divine reference, Oebares,. who had the 
charge of. Da r iu s's horfes, . hearing of this agree- 
ment, led a mare over-night to tlve place appointed,, 
and brought to her hii mailer's horfe. The next 
morning the fix Perfians repairing to the place pur- : 
fuant to their. agreement Da R. J us' horfe, remem- 
bring the mare, immediately neighed ; and his conv> 
petitors, difmounting, adored him asking. They, 
and Otanes, were raifed to the higheft dignities, and 

honored; 
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honored with mod ample priv Hedge?. In all public 
affairs they firft delivered their opinion; and by 
their advice every thing, of moment was tranfaded. 

Darius, the better to eftabli fli himfelf on the 
throne, married the two daughters of Cyrus> Atoffa 
and Artyftona. The former had been wife to her 
brother Cambyfes, and to Smerdis the Mage; but 
Artyftona had not been married before, and proved 
the moft favoured and beloved of all his wives. For 
tp thefe he added Parmys, the daughter of the true* 
Smerdis, and Phedyma the daughter of Otanes, who. 
detected the Mage. 

Having thus confirmed his power, he divided 1 
the^ whole empire into twenty Satrapies or govern-* 
ments, and appointed a governor over each diviiionr . 
ordering them to pay an annual tribute. Ifarfia alone 
was exempted from all manner of taxes. . . The- Ethi- 
opians and the inhabitants of Colchis, were enjoin-* 
ed only to make fome prefents, and the Arabians io> 
furnifh yearly fuch a quantity of frankincenfe, as was 
equal in weight tp a thoufand talents. By .this efta- 
blimment Darius received the yearly tribute of t 
fourteen, thoufand five hundred and fixty Euboic ta-. 
lents, befides feveral other Aims o/fmall confequence, » 

Intaphernes, one of the feven confj irators^ 
^ho had loft an eye in the frStfRmnati of the Mage*, 

waa, 
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was put to deith in the very beginning of Dariitb*' * 
rei^n. He went to the palace to confer, with the 
king; but attempting to enter, .purfuant to the 
agreement above mentioned, in virtue of which they 
were to ha*e free accefs at all hours, except when 
the king was- alone with fomebf his wives, he was 
flopped by the door-keeper, and a meflfenger, who 
informed hinKhat the king was in company with one 
of his wives. htfaphemes took upon him to queftion 
the truth of'thU; he drew his fefmeter, and having 
cutoff both their noies and ears,, fattened their heads 
ift a bridle, and fo left them. . In this condition they 
went in, and fhewing ,themfelves to the king, ac- 
quainted him*, with the caufe of the ill ufage which 
they had received; Da Ritrs judged that tiiis infult, 
if it (hpulft pa4ut}»Mnifted, wo«W bring the royal 
authority toa-oomwiipl* even within the walk of 
the palace; tat tpprehendbg that the thing might 
poffifaly. have teen ooneemdby thtfixY he fern for 
them ferotaily, «ftd defied to fcnowtf they approved 
thea&uxu Finding k declaimed, and that Tnta- 
phemee alone mm gvifcy* hecaufed^rim to te /eized, 
wcdi kis children and, family; left his relations, 
when he fnfp«6tecU ihottld ratfe a rehdlion. This ' 
affair is related toy Herodotus with fame circumftan- 
*cea, «o *Mth we came* give entire credit. He' 
lays, that while they were under confinement, the 
Wife of Ititapheaier male fuch l«ud complaints and 
Ummatitm at Oft «a*s «ftt* -palace* ttat Da- 
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ill us, touched with companion,- granted her the. 
life of any one of her relations, leaving to her the 
choice of the perfoh. She, after fome. deliberation; 
ehofe her brother. Which Darius hearing, afked 
her, Why lhe had fo little regard for her hufband 
and children, as to fave the life of her brother, ra-» 
ther than theirs* The woman anfwered, that fhe 
could get another hufband, and have by him othe* 
children, if fhe fhould be deprived of thofe fhe had j 
but couldjiever have another brother, her father and 
mother being already dead. He adds, that the king 
was fo pleafed with this anfwer, that he not only 
pardoned her brother, but faved alfo. her eldeft fon* 
But, betides the objections that we have to the liber- 
ty of the wife, and the imprifonment of the wife's 
brother on this occafion, neither of which was ufualj 
we cannot think that a prince of fuch a cliaraftet 
as Darius appears to have been, could have feen 
any thing in the woman's aniwer to have been pleaf* 
ed with, or would have offered that to the clamoup 
and importunity of the wife, which was judged al- 
together improper to be granted to the paft merit of 
the huiband. But however this be, Intaphernes him* 
Uf fuffered. . - 

•• • . . -j 

Ijn the fecond year of Darius, the Jews refuntt 
ed the work of their temple, which had been inter-? 
rupted. This was complained of, and the Jews? 
pleading the EdiCt of Cyrus in juftification of their 



in DARIUS. 

proceedings, fearch was made into the archives, ane! 
the decree found at Ecbatan. The king therefore 
enjoined hit governors to fire it fully and effectually 
Carried into execution ; making it a capital offence 
for any one to attempt to alter the edi&, or prevent 
obedience to it. On the publication of this decree, 
the building of the temple went on fuccefsfully, and 
the ftate of the Jews in Judea and Jerufakm was en- 
tirely reftorcd. 

About the beginning of the fifth year of hi* 
teign, the Babylonians, weary of their fubje&ron to 
the Perfians, who had removed the imperial feat 
from Babylon, formerly the mifttef* of the Eaft, to 
8ufa, and thereby greatly diminished the fplendor 
of their city, and exafperated withal by the heavy 
load of taxes laid upon them, attempted to retrieve 
their ancient grandeur, by letting up for themfelves 
againf? the Perfians, as tltey had formerly done 
igainlt the Affyrtans. They had for fome time been 
making preparations for a defign. of this nature, in 
the moft private manner. With this view, taking 
advantage of the troubles which had happened, fir ft 
on the death of Cambyfes, and afterwards on the 
murder of the ufurper Smerdis, they had gradually 
tared the city with the neceffary provisions for ma- 
ny years. Thus provided therefore, they now broki 
Out into open rebellion. This drew Darius to- 
wards then* with aty his forces, and the fiege of the 
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«ity was formed. The Babylonian*, feeing them* 
felves fhut up by fo numerous and powerful an army, 
turned all their thoughts upon the means of fupport- 
ing a long fiege, which, they imagined, might at 
laft tire Out the enemy's forces. 

Th e r e rb r e to ptcvtta the confumgtion of their 
provisions, they took the moft defperate and barbae 
ous refolution that ever was put in execution by 
aiiy nation. They agreed among rhemfelvef to get 
rid of all imneceflary mouths ; end drawing togetket 
all the women, old men, and children, they ftraf*; 
gied them without mercy or diftin&ion. Whether 
wives, fathers, motliers, of filters ; e*e*y ohe being 
allowed to fave only the wife he liked bell, and a 
raaid-fcrVant, to do the work of the hcrtfd. 

The frcge had continued t y«tt arid eigftt 
months, and Darius Was* rto1e& fired of it, tfian 
his army. He endeavoured by various fhretagefra' 
and artifices to make btofrfetf metier of if. Among* 
ethers he tried 4 hat which had faceted fc well whU 
Cyras. But pert experience i\\*& m*&6 the* Bftbyton- 
iaits vigilant, aed rendered all hi* effbrts inclfledtuel. " 

Wbkn He wad mw ready to brc>*k up tfi* fidge 
and return to Fferfei otte of hi* chief corfermrridcrs* 
whofe name waftZ6pyttrf> p*tf Hrft irr pttffefforrt trf 
the place by the following contrivance* He cmi<& 
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bis own nofe and ears, and hiving mangled his body 
with ftripes in a mod cruel manner, fled in this 
frightful condition to the enemy. He informed them 
Hiat he had been thus inhumanly treated by Da- 
rius, for advifing him to raifethe fiege. The Ba* 
bylonians, beholding a man of that diftin&ion fo 
vilely treated, gave credit to his complaint, and af- 
furing themfclves of his fidelity, trufted him with 
the command of fome forces. With thefe he made- 
a fally, and having furrounded- ten thoufand Perfi- 
ans, whom Darius had by agreement, pofted near- 
the walls, cut tliem all to pieces on the fpot. A 
few days after, in another faily, he killed two thou- 
fand more. Thefe fuccefles were fo grateful to the 
Babylonians, that they appointed him commander in 
chief of all their forces. Being veiled with this 
command, he made a third fally, and put four thou- 
fand more to the fword. He had now arrived at Rich 
an height of reputation with them, that the guard •• 
of the city was wholly configned to his care. Not 
long after, Darius, purfuant to the agreement be* 
tween them, advanced, with the whole body of his 
army, and furrounded the city. The Babylonians * 
mounting the walls, made a vigorous defence* In 
the mean time, Zopyrus, opening tlie gates of Belus 
and Ciflia, introduced the Perfians, and- delivered 
up the city to Darius, ,who> without this ftrat*--. 
gem, muft have failed i$ the.enierprize*. 
"f. - j ........ 
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Thus was Babylon taken a fecond time by the 
Ferfians ; and D A r 1 u s , now He was put in pofieflion 
of it, beat down the walls from the Height of-two 
hundred cubits to fifty. And of thefe walls only 
Strabo muft be underftood to fpeak, where he tells us 
that the walls of Babylon were but fifty cubits high. 
As for die inhabitants, after having impaled about 
three thoufand of the moft guilty and active in the 
revolt, he pardoned the reft. And, becaufe they 
had deftroyed their women, he took care to f urn ilh 
them with wives, by enjoining the neighbouring 
provinces to fend fifty thoufand women to Babylon ; 
without which fuppiy, the place muft have been de- 
populated. 

For this fignal fervite Zdpyrns was defervedly 
rewarded by Darius with the higheft honors that 
he could heap upon him, during the whole oourfe of 
his life. That prince frequently ufed to fay, that he 
would: willingly- part with twenty Babylons, rather 
than fee Zopyrus fo disfigured. ^BeFides^ many .other 
ample rewards, he bellowed upon him the revenues 
of Babylon far We;, free from all charges and taxes 
whatever ; and could never afterwards behold him, 
without lhedding many, tears* 

After the redu&ioh of Babylon, Darius un- 
dertook an cx^ditic^a^ the Scythians, inha- 
biting thbfe countries which lie-between the Danube 
, Vol, IL N ■ »k 
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and Tanais. The pretended caiife of thw war wa«, 
To revenge the calamities which they had brought: 
upon Afa, when they Invaded that country about 
mi hundred and ttfcnty y*ars before/ and held h in 
fubjtdioa for the fp^ce 5 of twenty-eight years* Such 
was fhe reafon given* out ; but ambition and tlie defirer 
€>f conquer! feem to have been, the leading motives.. 
Having, made van* preparations for this expedition, 
and levied ah army of feven, hundred tfaouiand / men y 
he maiohed to the Thiacian Bofphocus i and having 
pafied over it upon a bridge of boats* he reduced 
all Thrace. From Thrace he advanced to the Da* 
Hube, where he had appointed his fleet to join him. 
Here he marched over another bridge of boats,, and 
entered Scythia. The Scythians, after having con- 
ferred together about the. rftfafur&s they fhould take 
to oppofe fo powerful an enemy* determined not to 
hazard an engagement Ifttke ej*n field* but to with- 
draw themfelve* from the frontier in proportion a* 
the Perfians advanced, /laying mfie the etuhfeyt, and 
filling up the wclkandfprmgs.i 

PmtsiTA^T tbtHisrefolitiow, ^heyjnetDAmxiis. 
cm thefrbatiersv and finding Kim dffjpofed to give 
them battle, they retired t^om country t* country, 
'till his army was quite tired with fuch tedious and 
fatiguing mftreke*. At HfMte* Jbefcan to: be fcnfiWe of 
ta* danger he was in; of pfert&iag* tirtifeaUrhis forces? 
JUty tkribg xtfotocd to gjftg dm this Hi-judged 

tis&xprize* 
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enterprize, and retire home-ward, he lighted in the- 
night a great number of fires, and, leaving the old 
men and iick behind him m the camp, lie marched 
off with all poffible expedition, in order to *cach the 
Danube. 

Tjhe Seythfans, perceiving tfoe next morning that 
the eneaiy was decamped, detached a considerable 
body to the Danube, who, as they -were well acquaint- 
ed with the loads, arrived at ghat river before Da- 
mvs. They liadfertf-exptelfes before ba«d, to per- 
ftiade the famans, whom Da* ltrs had left to guard 
the bridge, tebneak it down and return to thefr own 
country. Now they preffed them to it more earneftry 
reprefentingto them, that as the time preicribed by 
Darius was expired, they were at liberty to return 
feome, without breaking their word, -or being want- 
lag to their duty. For Darius had given them 
leave to break down the bridge audi withdraw to their 
own country, if he did not return at a prefixed time, 
which was akeady elapfed. Hereupon the Ionians 
%egan to confult among thermelves, whether or no 
they flleuid comply with Ac pequelt of the Scythians. 
Mikiades, prkioe of fl>e Cherfonefus of Thrace, hair- 
ing the ^public intei»e!ft moreat heait than his own pri- 
va4e ^advantage, was for embracing fo favorable an 
opportunity for throwing off ^he Perrtan yoke, by 
breaking down the bridge and thereby cutting off 
the retreat of Darius. All the other commanders 
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fell in with him, except Hyftiaus prince of Miletus ; 
who reprefented to the Ionian chiefs, that their 
power was linked with that of Darius, fince it was 
under his pro ted ion that each of them was lord in 
his own city : and that the cities of Ionia would not 
fail to depofe them, and recover their liberty, if the 
Perfian power fhould fink or decline. This fpeech 
made a deep impreflion upon the Ionian generals, 
and they determined to wait for Darius. But in 
order to deceive the Scythians, and prevent them 
from ufing any violence, they declared that their 
defign was to retire, purfuant to their requeft. And 
the better to impofe upon them, they began to break 
down the bridge, encouraging the Scythians to re- 
turn back, meet D a r i us and defeat him. 

Th e Scythians readily complied with this requeft 
of the Ionians, but miffed Darius, who arrived at 
the bridge in fafety, repaired the Danube, and re- 
turned into Thrace. Here he left Megabyzus, one of 
his chief generals, with a part of his army, to com- 
plete the conqueft of that country. With the reft 
of his troops he repafied the Bofphorus, and took 
up his quarters at Sardis. Here he fpent the winter, 
and the greateft part of the following year, to refrefli 
his army, which had fuffered extremely in the late 
unfuccefsful expedition. 



^Ntefc kvcxus 
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Meg A*Y«tfs, after having fccured the tubjc&ion 
of all Thrace, diipatcbed fevca Feriian noblemen, 
who ferved under him, to Amyntaa king of M*et? 
don, enjoining him to acknowledge Darius /or 
his mafter; by the delivery of earth and water. A* 
myntas not only complied with their requeft, bat 
received them into his houfe ; and having prepared 
a &Htptuoi& feitft, entertained than with great mag- 
nificence* Aiter tlie entertainment, the Peruana be- 
ing heated with wine, defircd Amyntas to bring in his 
concubines, wives and daughters. Though this was 
contrary to the cuftom of the country, the king, 
fearing to difpfcafe them, did as they required. But 
the Perians, not obfcrving a proper decency on that 
occafion, the king's fon, wiiofe name was Alexander, 
being no longer able to fee his mother and Mors 
treated in fuch a manner, contrived to fend them out 
of the room as if they were to return immediately. 
In the mean time he caufed a like number of young 
men to bedrefled like women, and armed with pan- . 
iards under their garments. Thefe lie brought into 
the joem, inftead of the others* And, when the 
Ferfians began to nfe them, as they had treated the 
women, they drew their poniards and few both them 
and tUeir attendants. Great fearch was made by Me- 
gabyzus for thefe noblemen. But Alexander having 
with large prefents bribed Biibares, who was fent to 
enquire after them, their death uas concealed, and 
til* whole matter iffibd* 
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The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for 
invading their country, having palled the Danube, 
now laid wade all that part of Thrace which had 
fubmitted to the Perfians, as far as the Hellefpont ; 
and loaden with booty, returned home without meet- 
ing with any coniiderable oppofition. 

Darius, having fufficiently refrefhed his troops 
after the Scythian expedition, began to think of ex- 
tending his dominions ea ft ward. In order to facili- 
tate his defign, he wifely refolved in the firft place 
to make a difcovery of thofe countries. With this 
view he caufed a fleet to be built and equipped at 
Cafpatyrus, a city on the river Indus. The com- 
mand of this fleet was given to Scylax, a Grecian 
of Caryandia, who was well verfed in maritime 
affairs. His orders were to fail down the current, 
and make the beft difcoveries he could of the coun- 

• tries lying on either fide the river, 'till he fhoutd ar- 
rive at the fouthern ocean. Fiom thence he was to 
fleer his courfe weftward, and that way return back 
to Periia* Scylax, having exa&ly obferved his in- 
firu&ions, and failed down the river Indus, entered 
the Red fea by the ftraits of Babelmandel ; and, on 
the thirtieth month from his firft fetting out, landed 
in Egypt, at the fame place from whence Necho 
king of Egypt formerly fent out the Phenicians who 

* .were in his Service* to. fail round the coafts of Af- 
fefb From lience Scylax ictuuwitor Sufa, where he 
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gave Darius a full account of Ins obfervations. 
Darius hereupon entered India at the head of a 
numerous army ; and reducing that large country, 
made it the twentieth province of the Perfian em- 
pire. Our author gives us no account of this im- 
portant war. He only fays that Dai ius received from 
the provinces which he conquered in this expedition, 
an annual tribute of three hundred and fixty talents 
of gold, according to the number of days in the 
Perfian year at that time. This payment was made % 
according to the ftandard of the Euboic talent, 
which was the fame with the Attic. By the loweft 
computation therefore it muft have amounted to one . 
million and ninety-five thoufand pounds fterling. 

Darius, on his return to Sardis, after the 
Scythian expedition, having been informed that he 
■ owed his own fafety and that of his whole army, to 
Hyftiaeus, who had prevailed upon the Ionians hot 
to deftroy the bridge upon the Danube, fent for that 
prince, and defired him freely to afk what favor he 
pleafed for the eminent fervice which he had done 
him. Hyftiaeus defired the king to grant him the E- 
donian Myrcinus, a territory upon the river Strymon 
in Thrace, with the liberty of building a city there. 
His requeft being granted, he returned to Miletus, 
and having there fitted out a fleet, he failed for 
Thrace, took pofTeffion of the territory granted to 
him, and began to build the intended cvt^ ^fesg&p*~ 
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zus, then governor of Thrace, being apprifcd how 
^prejudicial that projeft might prove to the king's 
.affairs, on his return to Sardis reprefeuted to Da,- 
rius, that this new city ftood upon a navigable 
river ; that the country round about it aflbrded a- 
bundance of timber, for the building of lhips ; that it 
was inhabited by ieveral nations, both Greeks and 
Barbarians, which could furniift great numbers of 
men fit both for the fea and land fin-ice ;. that if onoe 
thefe nations fhould be governed by fueh a ikilfuiarid 
enterpriziag a prince as Hyrtiseus, they might fooii 
become fo powerful both by fea and land, that the 
king of Perfia vvodki not be afck to keep them in 
fubjedlion ; efpccially as they might be fttppUed with 
gold and filver from the mines, with which that 
country abounded, to ear ry on any enterprise. 

- Darius, being by thefe xemonftrances made 
fenfiblc of the miftake which he had failejt- imp in- 
advertently, difpatched a mflcoger to Hyffims, en- 
jabti&g him to repair to Saidift, m order to deliver. 
his advice concerning matters of the utmoft 6onfe- 
quence. Having thus drawn him to SaixHs, he took, 
him with ium to Sufa* preteadiag that he wanted 
ibch an able cauttfefllor and faitUui friend,, to be alt- 
. •ays.abeut ho* ; and letting him that he ihould be 
*tfe to fod him fomething m Peoria, which w©*ld 
ll^ him Ample grands bath for Mytciflus M*dMi~ 
%fism» ■findtogW^frif^MMtera nt*e#t? of 

complying,. 
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complying, attended Darius to Sufa, and left A- 
riftagoras to be his governor of Miletus in his ab- 
sence. This laid the foundation of a new war. 

- Da r i us, on his return to Sufa, had appointed his 
brother Artaphernes governor of Sardis, and given 
Otanes the government of Thrace, and the adjacent 
countries along the fea-coaft, in the room of Mega- 
byzus. In the mean time, a fedition happening in 
Itfaxus, the chief ifland of the Cyclades in the Egean 
iea, now called the Archipelago, the principal in- 
habitants, being over-powered by the populace, were 
banifhed the Ifland. Thefc had recourfe to Arifta- 
goras, the governor for Hyftixusat Miletus, befeech- 
ing him to reftore them to their country. When A- 
jiftagoras underftood their cafe, he refalved to im- 
prove the opportunity and endeavour to make him- 
felf mailer of Naxu?. With this view he promifedto 
give the exiles all the afliftance he could ; but not 
being powerful enough to accomplifh the defign with 
his own ftrength, he communicated the matter to Ar- 
taphernes, the king's brother, and governor of Sar- 
dis, reprefenting to him that this was a fair opportu- 
nity of reducing Naxus : that, if he was once mailer 
of that ifland, all the reft of the Cyclades might be 
eafily brought under fubjedlion : that the ifle of Eu- 
bcea lying very near the'other, would be an eafy con- 
quer! ; and from thence a free pafla-ge opened into 
.Greece. - 

Artaphernes 
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Aetaphs&nes was to well pleafed with thefe 
propofals, that iitfieod of the hundred fliips which 
Ariftagoras demanded, be promised him two. hun- 
dred, provided the king approved of the enterprize. 
And accordingly, having obtained the k*ag'<s appro- 
bation, he fen* in tjie next fprlng the number of Jhipt 
which he had promised to Miletus, under the com- 
mand of Megabates, a noble Pernan of the Ach*- 
menean family. But his coouniffioa being to obey 
the orders of Ariftagoras, and the haughty Perfia* 
not brooking to be under the command of a«* teniae* 
a diireniian ajofe between the two generals. And 
this difference was carried io far, that Megabates, to 
be revenged on Arifiagoras, gave the Nast&fi* ttaxt 
intelligence of the defign which was carry iog on a- 
gatnft them. Hereupon tliey made fuch preparations 
for their defence, that the Perfiaas, afier having 
ipent four months in befieging the chief town of the 
ifland, and con fumed all their provisions, were o- 
Wiged to retire. 

Tub projefit having «ht«s mafcarried, Megabates 
threw all the blaiae upon Arifiagoras, who did not 
fail to recriminate. But the Perfian being better 
.heard than the Ionian, Artaphei-nes condemned him 
to defray all the charges of the expedition, giving 
him to ujadedfrand that Ihey woidd be exacted with 
the utmofi rigor. As he was not able ±o pay (o large 
a fum, he forefaw that this muft end, not only in 

the 
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the ldfs of his government, but in his utfer ruin. 
This defperate fit»»tlon made him enfcitain thoughts 
of revolting from tfce king, as the only expedient 
whereby he could extricate himfelf from his prefent 
<li^cuities. No fooner had he formed this def\gn, 
but a meffenger arrived from Hvftijeiis, who confirm- 
ed him in it. 

HYSTiiEUs, after feveral years continuance at 
the Peiilan court, being weary of the manners of 
that nation, and dcfirous to return to his country, 
thought this the moft likely turn, whereby to ac- 
complish his defire. For he flattered himfelf* that if 
any difturbances fhould a rife in Ionia, he couli 
prevail with Darius to fend him thithec to appcafe 
them, whiclt happened accordingly. 

Be 1 no therefore defirous of communicating his 
clefign to Ariftagoras, and finding, no other means* 
as all the paflages leading to Ionia were guarded, he 
(haved the hair of one of hisfervants inwhoffe fidelity 
he moft confided ; and having htiprmted the mef- 
fage on his head, kept him at Sufa 'till his hair was 
grown again. He then ctifpatched him to Miletus* 
without any other itrftru&ions than that, on his arri- 
val, he ihould defire Ariftagoras to cut oflfhis hair, 
and took upon his head* 

A**staooiuis now Aiding his own toetftt*tiom 
encouraged Joy the dttpofukm and otdwsef Hy&iteu* 

imparted 
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imparted his defign to. the leading men of Ionia'; 
whom he found ready to come into his mea- 
fures. Being now therefore at all events determined 
to revolt, he applied himfelf wholly to make all 
manner of preparations for fo extraordinary an under- 
taking. 

Thk next year Arifhgoras, to engage the Tonians 
the more refolutely to ftand by him, reinftated them 
in their liberty, and all their former priviledges. He 
began with Miletus, where he diverted himfelf of his 
power, and gave it up into the hands of the people. 
He then undertook a journey through all Ionia, where 
by his example and credit, he prevailed upon all 
the other petty princes or tyrants, as the Greeks then 
called them, to do the fame. Having thus united 
them all in one common league of intereft and friend - 
fhip, he openly revolted from the king, and was 
declared the head of the confederacy. And the 
greateft preparations were made, both by fea and 
land, for carrying on the war. 

In the beginning of the following year, to 
ftrengthen himfelf the more againft the Perfians, he 
went to Lacedaemon, intending to engage that city 
ki his intereft. But not being able either by repie- 
fentations or bribes (both which were very liber- 
ally offered) to prevail upon Cleomenes, who was 
at that time king of Lacedsmon, to fend him any 

fuccours, 



DARIUS. • 137 

faccours, he preceded to Athens, where he met with 
a more favourable reception. For he hid the good 
fortune to arrive there at a time when the Athenians 
were difpofed to clofe with any meafures againft the 
Perfians, being highly exalperated againft them on 
the following occafion. 

Hi p p 1 a s, the fon of Pififtratus, tyrant of Athens, 
having been banifhed about ten years before, and 
having tried every ether art m vain to taring about 
hisTeftoration, applied himlelf at length to Arta- 
phernes at Sardis, and having infimiated himfelf into 
his favor, did all that lay in his power to ftnr him up 
againft them. The Athenians, receiving intelli- 
gence of this, fent ambaftadors to Sardis, defirrng Ar* 
taphernes not to give ear to what any of their out- 
laws fhould infinuate to their diiadvantage. The 
anfwer of Artaphernes to this embafly was, that if 
they defired to Hve in peace, they miift recal Hippias. 
This haughty meflage mcenfed the Athenians to a 
great degree againft the Perfians. And Ariftagoras, 
arriving there juft at this feafonable jundlure, eaiHy 
obtained whatever he defired. The Athenians or- 
dered a fleet of twenty fhips to be immediately fitted 
out, and fent to the afitftance of the Ioaiaas. 

The Ionians, having at la ft drawn together all 

their troops, and being reinforced with the twenty 

Athenian fhips, and five more from Eretria, a city 

Vol. II. O in 
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in the ifland of. Eubcea, they left fail for Ephc£u& 
Leaving their Ships, here, they marched by land tt> 
the city of Sard«, whichuhey eafiiy made thjemj- 
fclves matter? of« Aa moll of the houfes. were cover- 
ed with reeds, an* Banian foldier having accidentally 
fet one of them one fire, and the flame fp reading, the 
whole city was reduced to afhes. But the citadel, to 
which Artaphernes had retired, was preferred. Af- 
ter thi0 accident, the Perfiansand Lydians drawing 
togetlier their forces, and other troops advancing in 
full inarch to their afliftance, the Ienians, who had 
not been able to force the citadel, judged it high 
time for them to withdraw. Accordingly they 
marched back again with all poflible expedition, in 
order to reimbark at Ephcfus* But before they could 
reach that place, they were overtaken by the enemy, 
Bad defeated with great daughter* 

T*s Athenians who e&aped immediately hoi fled 
fail, and returned home. Nor could they even af- 
terwards be prevailed upon to concern tkemfeives. in 
this war. However, their having engaged thus far 
gave rife to that war> which wa$ carried o& after- 
wards for feveftd generations by the two natrons, 
which brought infinite troubles and devaluations up- 
on Greece, and ended at laft in the compleat fub* 
duttktfi of thetPetfa A empire*. For Dak i us, when 
he was informed of the burning of Sardis, and par- 
ticularly that the Athenians had been concerned in 

. that 
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that undertaking, determined from that time la 
make war upon Greece. And that he might never 
forget his reiblution, he commanded one of his offi- 
cers to cry every day to him with a loud voice three 
time?, while lie -was at dinner, "Remember the A- 
€t thenians." 

It* -the burning ofSardis, the temple of Cjbele, 
the chief goddcfs of that country, accidentally tak- 
ing foe, wasreittreJyjcoafomed* : This accident fur* 
nifhed afterwards a pretence to the Peifians /or burn- 
ing all the temples of Greece; But the true motive 
was, that neither the deities, nor their edifices were 
agreeable to theix own religion. 

Tims Jonians, altho* deferted by the Athenians, 
end confiderably weakened by. their late overthrow, 
did not lofe courage but purfued their point with 
■great refolution. Their fleet failed to the Hellef- 
:pont and Propontis, where they reduced the city of 
Byzantium, and ir.oft of the other Greek cities on 
thofe coaftsi As they were failing back, they made 
a defcent on Caria, and obliged the inhabitants to 
join them in this war. The people of Cyprus like- 
wife entered into the fame confederacy, and openly 
^revolted from the PerHans. 

The Perfian generals in thofe quarters, finding 

that the revolt began to be univcrfal, drew together 
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what troops they had in Cilicia and the neighbour- 
ing provinces ; and at the fame time enjoined the 
Phcnicians to aflift them with their whole naval 
power. The lonians, as they were failing to Cy- 
prus, fell in with the Fhenician fleet, attacked and 
difperfed them. But at the fame time thePerfian troops 
that were landed in Cyprus, gained a complete Vic- 
tory over the revokers , and the whole Xfland of 
Cyprus was again brought under fubje&ion. So that 
the IonBans reaped no advantage from their viSory 
by fea. 

Aftxr. the reduction of Cyprus, Daurifb, Hy- 
mees, and Otanes, tluree Perfian generals of the ficft 
rank, having divided their forces into three bodies, 
marched three different ways againft the revolters. 
JDaurifeg held his courfe to the Hellespont, and from 
thence after poflefling himfeif of the revolted cities, 
marched againft the Carians, whom he defeated in 
two fuccellive battles : but in a third, being drawn 
into an ambufcade, he was flain, with feveral other 
Pcrfiaro of diftin&ion, and his whole army cut in 
pieces. Hymees, after having taken the city of Cius, 
in Myfia, reduced all the Uian coaft; but falling lick 
at Troas, he died foon after. Artaphernes and O- 
tanes, with the reft of the Perfian generals, finding 
that Miletus was the centre of the Ionian confeder- 
acy, refolved to march thither with all their forces. 
. For they concluded that, if they could carry that 

city 
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cky, all the reft would fubmit of their own accord. 
Purfuant to this refolution, they entered Ionia and 
^soiia, where their main ftrength lay, and loot the 
cky of Cleomena in Ionia, and Cyma in iEolia. This 
was fuch a blow to the whole confederacy, that A* 
riftagoras, not finding himfelf in a condition, after 
that lofs, to make head againft the enemy, refolved 
to abandon Miletus, and confult his own- fafety, by 
retiring to fome diftant placer Accordingly, he em- 
barked with fuch as were willing to follow him, and 
fet fail for the river Srymon in Thrace, where he 
feized on the territory of Myrcinus, which ha 4- for- 
merly been granted by the king to HyftjsBus- Put 
as he was befieging a place fituaied beyond thof? 
limits, he was killed by the Thxacians, . and. his 
fvhole army deftroyeck 

: : When Ariftagcras departed from Miletus, he left 
the government in the hands of Pythagoras, an emi- 
nent citizen, who being informed that Artaphernes 
imd Qtanea defined to bend all their force, againft 
Miletus, fuijunoncd a- general affembly of the Ionians. 
-In this meeting it was agreed that they fhould not 
attempt to bring an army inta the field, but only to 
fortify and ftore their city, with all manner of pro- 
rvifiopsfor a fiege, and to draw all their, force* tpge- 
<ther, to engage^ the Perfians at fea,. thinking thera- 
iblves,, by reafon of their l||LiU in rna$itime affairs, 
jnoft likely to have the advantage in a naval engage- 
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menr. The place appointed for their general fen-* 
dezvouz was Lada, a fmall ifland over aga'mft Mi* 
lotus. Here they met accordingly with a fleet o£ 
three hundred and fifty-three fail. At the fight of 
this fleet, the Perfians, tho* double their Dumber, a-* 
voided an engagment, 'till by their emhTaries they 
had fecretly corrupted the greatest part of the con- 
federates, and prevailed upon them to defert th< 
common eaiife. When at lad they came to an en- 
gagement, the Samians, Lesbians, and feveral o- 
thers, hoifting foil, returned to their feveral Coun- 
tries. As the remaining fteet of the confederated 
did not confrit of more than one hundred (hips* 
ttoey ; wefequkkjy overpowered by the Berfifcit$ 
audi** a manner entirely deftreyed* The city o€ 
IVIiletus was immediately befieged both by (t&- an<t 
land, and foon reduced by the conquerors, who* 
tafcd it to the ground, in the fixtli year aftei tho 
jtve-l^ of Arifogoras. 

; Att the other towns, that had revolted, retnrnv 
ed to* their duty, either by force or of thejr ©ata ae^ 
cord, Thofc that flood out were tueated as they 
l*ad been threatened before hand*, The handfomerV 
"of their, youths were made eunuchs^ and their young; 
%omen fent into Perfia, Their cities and temples were 
deduced to aihes* Such were the calamities which the> 
lonians drew ijpon themfelves, by feconding the am* 
lpitipus views of two enterprizing madecehtents, Ari& 
a? and Hyfti&us* TaA 
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Tui latter had his fhare in the general calamity. 
For being taken by the Pertians and carried to Sardis, 
he was immediately crucified by the order of Arta- 
pheraes, who haftened his execution, without con- 
fulting Darius, left his affedioa for himihouid 
have inclined him to pardon one, who, if he had 
been again let loofe, would not have failed to create 
sew disturbances. It afterwards appeared that the 
conjecture of Artaphernes w&> well grounded. Fot 
when the head of Hyftiseus was brought to the king* 
he exprefled great difpka&re againfl the authors of 
his death, and caufed his head to be honorably inter* 
xed, a* the remain's of a per&n to whom he profefieoV 
infinite obligations. 

Yet Hyftieus. was the marl bold, reMek, and 
enterpr&n^Genivs; of his age. With him all meant 
were good and lawful* which ferved to promote 
the end that he* had in. view. For he acknowledged no- 
other rule of hit aclkms,. but h« own intereft and- 
ambition. To . thefc he readily facrificed. the good o£ 
bit country, and the lhres of his neaxeft relatione 

The Phenkiaa fleefthfcring now reduced all the 
Stands on the coafts of Afia, Darius lecalled hk 
other generals, and appointed Mardonius, the fon of 
•Gcbryas, a young PcxfaanoWmaart wfc> had Jttely 
married one of his daughters, to be commander ia 
chief of allthefcrces quartered oo the coatf of Afi% 

ordering; 



144 DARIUS. 

ordering him 'to invade Greece, and to revenge oar 

the Athenians and Eretrians the burning of Sardis. 

Mardonius, having rendtezvoufed his forces 
at the HeHefpont, matched in purfnance of his orders 
through Thrace into Macedonia ; commanding his 
fleet firft to reduce Thafus, and then to coaft along 
the fhore, as he marched by land, that they might 
be at hand to adr; in concert with each- ether* On 
his arrival in Macedonia, all the country terrified at 
fxich a mighty army, fubmitted. But the fleet in 
doubling the Cape of Mount Athos, in order to gain 
the coafts of Macedonia, was entirely cKfperfed by a 
violent ftorm, which deftroyed upwards, of three 
hundred (hips and twenty thoufand men. His land 
army at the fame time met with, a misfortune no lefe 
fatal. For being encamped in a place not fuffictent* 
ly fecured and fortified, the Bryges, a people .of 
Thrace, attacking him in the night, broke into his 
camp, flew a great number, of his men, and wounded 
Mardonius himfdf, who, beingiUfabled by* tliefe lofles. 
from- profecutihg his defign either by fea or. land^ 
marched back into Aiia, without reaping any ad* 
-vantage for his matter, or. [glory to himfelf, in this 
expedition* 

Darius, informed of the ill fuccefe of, Mar* 
donius* and afcribing it to his want of experience 
thought fit to recall liim and appoint two other gor 

:.- .. - nerala 
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nerals in his room, Da t is a Mede, and Artaphernes, 
his own nephew, being the ion of Artaphernes the 
king's brother, and lately governor of Sardis. Bat 
before he would make any further attempts upon 
Greece, he judged it expedient firft to found the 
Greeks, and try how thofe different flares flood af- 
fe&ed to, or were averfe from, the Perfian govern- 
ment. With this view he fent heralds to all theif 
cities, demanding earth and water in token of fob- 
miflion. . 

•On the arrival of tfcefe heralds, many of the 
Greek cities, dreading the power of the Perfians, 
complied with their demands \ as did alfo the inha- 
bitants of JEgina, a fmall ifland over againft, and 
not far from, Athens/ But at Athens and Sparta, 
they did not meet with fo favorable a reception, be- 
ing in one place thrown into a deep ditch, and in 
the other into a well, and bidden to fetch earth and 
water from thence. This they did in the heat of 
their refentment. But when they came to a cooler 
temper, they were afliamed of what they had done, 
looking upon it as a violation of the law of nations. 
.They therefore fent ambafladofs to the Perfian mo- 
narch at Sufa, to offer him what fatisfaltion he 
plea fed, for the affront which which they had put up- 
on his heralds. But Darius, generoufly declaring 
himfelf fully fatisfied with that embafly, fent the 
axnbaffadors back to their refpe£tive countries ; altho' 

thofc 
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thofe of Sparta voluntarily offered themfeives as vie* 
tims, to expiate the crime, which their countrymen 
had been guilty of. 

DiUMtri* being now entirely bent upon the Re- 
dud ion of Greece, imftened the -departure trf his 
generals Darts and Artaphernes. Their inOru£HOM 
were to plunder the cities -of Eretxia and Athena, to 
burn down nil tiieir dioufcs and temples, to make 
all the inhabitants of both places flaves, and lend, 
them to Darius. And for this purpofe they were 
provided with a <gteat number t>f chaiat^aadrfcttcre. 

Th* two generals, having appointed their fleet 
to meet at Sarahs, fet fail fcomtkenoe with iix hun- 
dred fliips, and five hundred theufand xnm, fteering 
their cofttrie >te Naxus. This ifland they eaiilyjnade 
themfelvesraoflfteis of ; arid having Jbnrned the chief 
city, and .all the temples both of this and the other 
iflands in Xhofe feas, .they flood di redly for Eretria, 
a town in Eubeea, which they took after a fitge of 
jFeven days, by the treachery of Euphorbus and Pht- 
lagrus, two of the chief citizens. Having fa eked 
Eretria, and burned the temples, in revenge for what 
had patted at Sardis, and enfiaved the inhabitants, 
-they failed next for Attica, agreeably to their orders. 
•Htppias, the fon of Pififtratus, who, as we faid above, 
had -fled to the Pcrftans, conduced fhera after they 
landed, to the plains of Marathon. Hence they 
. . fent 
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&nt heralds to Athens, and acquainted the c it teens 
-with the fate of Eretria, in hopes that this news 
would frighten them into* an immediate furrender. 
The Athenians had fent ta Lacedaemon,' to defire fuc- 
cors againfi the common enemy, which the Lacedae- 
monians granted. But they could not fet out 'till 
fome days after, by reafon of an ancient and fuper- 
iiitipus civftom which obtained at Sparta, and did not 
allow them to begin a march before the full moom 
Not one of their allies offered to aflift them ; fuch a 
terror had the Perfian army ftruck into the cities of 
Greece. The itthabitants of Plalcea alone furnifhed 
them with a thoufand men. In this extremity the 
Athenians were obliged to .arm their flares ; which 
was contrary lo their pra&iee on all other occafnmsr 

' The Perfian army under the command of Datis 
confifted of one hundred thoufand foot and fen thott- 
fand horfe. That of the Athenians amounted in the 
whole to ten thoufand men »nly. It wav commanded 
by ten generals ; one of whom was Milttades. Tliefe 
ten were to- have the command of the army, each" for 
one day in his turn. Wheh the army was affemblerf, 
a difpute arofe among them, Wheflier they fhouid 
hazard an engagement tit the field, or only fortrry 
and defend the city* They were allfor the latter o- 
j>inion except Miltiades. Hededaced that the onfy 
way to raife the courage of their own troops, and 
itrike a terror into thofe of the enemy, was to ad* 

vance 
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vance boldly, and attack them with intrepidity. 
Ariftides, convinced by the fpeech of Miltiades, em- 
braced his opinion, and brought over fome of the 
other commanders to it. Callimachus likewife, who 
had been very (irenuous at iirft againft fuch a raih 
enterpiize, fell in at laft with Miltiades ; and a refo- 
lution was taken to engage the enemy in the open 
field. All the commanders who were for ventuiing a 
battle, when their turn came to command the army, 
yielded that honor to Miltiades ; all fentiments of 
jealoufy giving way to the public good. But, tlio' he 
accepted the power, he would not hazard an engage* 
ment before his own day. As foon as that came, he 
endeavoured, by the advantage of the ground, to 
make up what he wanted ia ftrength and number. 

Thus the prudent Mihiades, being more than 
ten times out-numbered by the enemy, drew up his 
litde army at the foot of a mountain, that they 
might not furround him, or fall upon his rear. He 
covered his flanks with large trees, which he catifed 
to be cut down for that purpofe, and to reader the 
Perfian cavalry ufelefs. The Atheniaa forces were fo 
drawn up, that they were equal in front to the Per- 
fians. But, becaufe they had not a fuifkient number 
of men in the centre, that part was extremely weak ; 
the main ftrength of the army confiding ia the 
wings. 

All 
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All things being thus difpofed, and thefacrifice, 
according to the cuftdrti of the Greeks, performed ; 
Miltiades, withotit waiting for the motions of the 
Perfians, commanded the fignal of battle to be given- 
The Athenians then fell upon the enemy with fuch 
courage and refolution, as cannot eafily be expreffed. 
The Perfians, feeing them advance, imputed their 
conduct to folly and defpair, being not only few iii 
number, but entirely deftitute of horfe. After a long 
and obftinate fight, the Perfians and Sacx broke the 
centre of the Athenians, having made fheir great- 
eft efforts againft that part. The centre was com- 
manded by Ariftides and Themiftocles, who with 
great intrepidity made head againft the whole Per- 
fian army, 'till being borne down by numbers, and 
quite over- power d, they were obliged to give ground. 
But the Athenians and Plataeans, who were "in the 
two wings, having defeated* the wings of :the enemy, 
came up'to the relief of their centre, juft as they 
were betaking themfelves to a precipitate flight, af- 
ter having maintained a running fight for fome hours, 
At their arrival, the fcale was quickly turned. For 
attacking the enemy in flank, they foon put them 
in diforder, and obliged them with great (laughter 
to fly to their fleet, whither they purfued them, took 
feven of their Ihips and burned a great many more. 

- In this aftion feveral Athenians of great dlfffnfti- 

>on were flain, and amongft others Callimachus ancT 

-Vox, II. P Stafileu^, 
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"Stafileus, t\vo of the chief commander?, with only 
two hundred private men. Whereas the Perfians left, 
even according to Herodotus, who makes it much 
lefs than any other author, above fix thoufaud dead 
pn the field of battle. Many more were kilkd in the 
flight, burnt ia their fhips, and drowned in the ka A 
a.s they attempted to fave theinfelves on bpajd their 
veflels. 

We cannot oinjitt in this place the extraordinary 
behaviour of one Cefiegyrus* an Athenian Soldier,, 
This man, as. he was endeavouring to prevent p^ 
of the enemy's veifels fron> putting off, had fiift h,i$ 
right hand chopped oft and afterwards his left. Qn, 
which,, at laft he tqpk faft hold of it with his teetlu 

Mos.t authors, ajfina that Hinpias, the £qn» of 
Pifiljratijs was flajain thi* battle* BufcSuidas (ays 
thathe^eljc.a^pe^j and d}ed tftegmids in. the iflajkl 
of Lemnos* 

Imke.p,iate^y after the battle,, an Athenian 
fpldiet flpined ail ^ve* with, blood* haftened t©r A~ 
th.ens, to acquaiat; his fello^v-citizen^ with the -good} 
fgecefs of their anny at Matathon, Wke^v he arrive^ 
before the ipagiitrates, who. were* at that tin^e aficra- 
bled he was fo fpent that, having uttered thefe words , 
" Rejoice* rejoice^ the viftoiy. k ouf^" be. fell 
4ead at their: feet, 

to 



D A R I U S. ifji 

Ir isfaid that the Perfians made fo fufe of the 
vi&ory, that they had brought Marble alohg with 
them to Marathon, in order to ere& a trophy there. 
This marble the Athenians feized, and caufed a (tatue 
to be formed of it, by the famous Phidias, in honor 

>of the goddefs Nemefis, whofe province it was to 
punifh unjuft a&ions. Thus 'in every cont eft, either' 
fide lay claim to the protection of this goddefs. Yet 
moft certain it is, that the Athenians themfclves were 
the aggrelfors in this war, by the encouragement 
and afliftanee which they gave to the revolt of the 

- MHefians. 

After thfs defeat, the Perfian fleet, Inftead of 
fitiling 'by the lflands, ih order to return to Afia, 
doubled the cape of Sunium, with a defign to fur- 
prize Athens before the return of the army. But the 
Athenian troops, being apprifed of their defign, de- 
camped from the plains of Marathon, and marched 
With foch expedition, that they arrived at Athens 
before the enemy's fleet ; and by that means difap- 1 
pointed their meafures^ 

DATrsand Artaphernes, arriving in Afia, that 
fifty might feemto have reaped fome advantage from 
fftrs expedition, fent the Eretrian captives to Sufa. 
Dariu* had exptefled great indignation againft 
the Ermians, before the reduction of their city, 
and charged them with the guilt of beginning the 
£ a- war.;. 
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war : but- feeing them now his prifoners, and entire- 
ly in his power, he was too noble to.wreak his venr 
geancc on the proftrate foe ; but. generoufly. gave 
them. a village in the country of Ciflia,. to. inhabit, 
which was but one day's journey diitent from SufaV 
Here Apollonius Tyaneus found their defcendants. 
a great many ages after. 

. As foon. as the day of the full moon was over,, 
the Lacedaemonians began their march with -twa 
thoufand men, and arrived in three days on the con- 
fines of Attica ; having marched in fo fhort a time, 
one thoufand two hundred ftades ; fuch was their ea- 
gernefs to be prefent at the battle. But a filly and. 
ridiculous fuperftition prevented their, having *a» 
fhare in the mod glorious action recorded in hiftoryv 
For the battle was fought the day before they arrived*. 
They proceded however to Marathon, where they 
found the field covered with dead bodies ; and hav- 
ing congratulated the. Athenians on the happy fuo». 
cefs of the battle, they returned home.. - • 

Darius, upon the news of the tmfuccefsful re* 
tjurn of his army, was fo far from being difcouraged 
by fuch a difafter, that he added the defeat at Mara-, 
thon to the burning of Sardis as a new motive, in- 
citing him to purfue the war with more vigor. He 
determined therefore to head the army in perfon, and 
iffued orders to all his fubjefts, throughout the fe- 

veral 
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TfctarT pTtfvlncts of his etftehffae err1]?ir*, Ttf prepare 
fortfeistttpefiitidn. Btft, wlfen he had now fyent' 
. Ihrce yeaYs Inf mating the* Tieeerfaty prepJtrariohs for 
ft, a tfew war A>Fofce tfut; dccafioned' fcy 'the., revolt 
bf Egypt. This gatffc rtim no'tiriafl uneafVels. How* 
*ver, as fe was wholly btnt on hi? expedition againft 
tSreece,. he rtfolml not to lay that afide, W at 
t$fc fame ti rrte to' fenft par? of" his Fort**' To rfctiice l£ 
£ypt, an& with' the reft to" matdh ill perfon dgainft 
life old enemfes the Greeks. Th** is wh^r Herodotus 
dbtttvts; Buf ftiodoru* ^iculiis teems to infinuate, 
that te2fcltafliy torched' into Fgypt to reduce the 
ltte& triere, aM : tk&t tea enterprise was crovvneA 
*#rtlr'facce& 

' ^PmblrtiSlb'riaitt* reKTe^ Ifliat while Darius 
'm$% ettlfAoyed itffhe Egyptian expedTtio.n,' he defired 
tb have Ws flattie placed before thaf of Sefoflris. But 
titer cWcf rJrieft" of the Egyptians told him, that he 
had not equalled the glory of that conqueror. The 
king, not at all offended with the honeft freedom of 
the Egyptian prieft, replied that he would endeavour 
tofurpafsit. He adds ftut er, that Darius had 
feveral conferences wi|k, the Egyptian piiefts upon 
matters of religion a nongovernment ; and that hav- 
ing learned with what gent lenefs their ancient kings 
were wont to treat their fubje&s, he endeavoured 
after his return imt> fttfc, to form himfelf upon 

It'S* Atx m 
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All things were, now in readinefc for the Grecian - 
txpedirion, when Darius died, after a reign of 
thirty-fix years. This prince was endow'd with many 
excellent qualities. His. wifdorn, clemency, and 
juftice axe greatly commended by the ancients* He 
£ad the honor tp have his name recorded in holy 
frit, as a father of God's people, a reftorer of the 
temple, anda promoter of the true worfhip at Jenn 
iatem. His kindnefs to the Ifraelites was rewarded 
with a numerous iflue, a long reign, and great prof* 
perity. For, altho' the Scythian ^nd Greek expe- 
ditions proved, unfucce£ful, yet. he was. very for* 
lunate in all his other undertakings. For, he not 
only reftored and entirely fettled the empire of Cyrus, . 
which had been very muchihaken by the impolitic 
government, of Carnbyfes^ ancl the usurpation o£ - 
Smerdb ;. but aifp added many great an,d rich pro^ 
vinces to that prince's conquefts; namely, India* 
Thrace, Macedonia, and the ifland* of. the i^njaj^t 
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CHAP. VJI. 
Of LUCR.ETIA. 

TH E expulnoa of the regal- government from 
Rome Was owing to the artful ambition of 
Junius Brutus ; who has been cried up by moft hif- 
£orians as the great patron of liberty ; for no other 
feafon but becaufe the abnli* ion of monarchy was 
•brought about by lib great talents For the exerts 
en of thefe, and the execution' of his private de± 
Jggns, the death of Luc re* i a turniihed a proper 
occafion, ; j' 4 

WaitE Tarquln, furnamed the Proud, who then 
reigned, and the people of Rome, were butted in 
taiildingtheicapitol;^ax:rttel plague broke out, and 
the king fent hi* two fons, Tiru* and Arunx, to conv 
fult the Oracle at Delphi about the caufe and Cure 
of the contagion* The pi face* prepared magnificent 
pre feats for Ap 4Io ; and Junius Brutus, who was to 
ja;.tend them for t^eir amufement, iefi»lved to carry 
his. orlermg. too.. He was the *fon- of that rid and 
venerable, patficMn* Matcus .-Junius, wh im T-rquiji 
for the. fake of hiseftate, hadcau'ei to beafla^hite ', 
t^-^Ucf iW^ihJfc.aihei foa, at the .bc^va^xv^ ^\ V-% . 
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reign. This only cfcaped at that time by counter* 
fciring infanity, and had a&ed the part of an idertr : 
at court <sver iin^e, which procured hrni^btetraiflftrf^ 
Brutus. His atic&ei follies had . fomething in them 
inexpreflibly aimtfmg ; an& 6e knew how to make 
ufe of them at proper u*ie% and to ftpppefs them 
when unfeafonille. Tlie princes, who were his cou* 
&** (for a^e fa^\ef of Brttfehad'nmrwd a'iioglteV 
t>f the* eider Tarquui) we cawodm^ly: entertarAed 
with;lH^humoiMt ; fof w&itA redfon//he fcad Bc*ffii&f& 
^oriiaed ; t3 uttewd- thefci to Dttphh. Th«r pteftftfc 
4vhich he rosde clu>ice of for (he God; w£t4n>J*Ufe* 
ffiriu Tiiis was matter o£ dive*io*i for tfe* wholfc 
court. Howeretv a* he was weD dpprified, thai #* 
flpd.of thofe twvs, t:r.th«ir min^ert, wert- afitofltt 
with the value of their donation, he. had tli*-prtlC*M* 
t'on to inclofe a rol of gold in the hollow of the 
ftiok, withnu* aty'tadjfc fcrifewMg**' Thi» was a 
proper f } mb^l of his own mind and tatlufc- &**• 
be co >cealed tlie ttoftvaktole giftg'qtaaiteqp tind**, 
acom^mgttile.ottifttai t 

Aa tVngs htfag ^a* rersfly , 4ta$ ft* «trf ft* 
Delphi; *nd the prong, princes tawing e*ec«ftt4 
their fa her$ commands, enqi&eA of the Ofacfe*. 
twhich -of them ih©<ad,be prince <*f Rome. . The got : 
^asnfwered, that the gorenimei * oft Remr wa* **» 
Jexved for him who fliould fir.fti.ift ft is CTottor. THfr, 
llie.jyinces^ttnd^rftocdUtgraUy^aad Uu r efort agii t* 

4»> 



LUC RET I A." 157: 

to do it both together, that they might rei gn jointly.' 
But Brutus, knowing the meaning of the Oracle, as 
fbon as they arrived in Italy, pretended to fall down 
by chance, and killed the earth, the common mother 
of all men. 

On their return to Rome, they found the city 
in great commotion on account of the 'war, wftich 
the. king had declared againft the Rutuli, under pre^ 
tence that they had entertained fome Rfcman'ex-* 
iles. He had already inverted Ardea, their'* metro* 
polis, which lay fixtcen miles fouth-eait of Rome. 
While they.lay before this place, the officers, having 
a good deal of leizure, ufed to make frequent enter- > 
tainments for one another in their quarters.. Oner 
day, when Sextus Tarquinius was entertaining his 
brothers, and his kinfman Colatinus, the converfa- 
tjon happened to turn upon the merit of their wives ; 
^yery one extolling the good qualities of his own. 
This occafioned aibrt of difference, and in order to. 
end it, they agreed to mount their hoifes immediate* 
ly, as they were heated with wine, and go and fur-, 
prize their wives. She, whom the/ lhoul.i find beflr 
employ "d in the manner mod fuitable to her fex, -was 
by common confent to have the preference. Away 
therefore they potted, but flift to Rome, where the# 
found the king's daughters-in-IawVpendtng their 
time in feafting and diverfions. Fiom Rome they, 
fattened to Collate w.heie they found Lucretia^ 

the 
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the wife of Collatinus, in the midft of her maids, 
Spinning and working in wool, tho* the night whs 
far advanced 'before their arrival. Hereupon they 
unmimoufly did jurtlce to her charader and gave her 
the preference ; and, after a noble entertainment, 
returned the next day to the camp before Ardea. 

Skxtss, captivated wtth fhebmiry of this tf£ 
tinguifhed lady> found a pretence torttura very foori 
to Collatra ; where he was entertained by her in her 
hufband's abfence, with great civility and refpaft; 
At midnight he found means to convey htmfelf into 
her bed-chamber, approached *her bed with his 
drawn fword, and laying hi* hand on her breair,' 
ttweatned her with prefent death, If fhe offered to' 
make the leaft diftufbanee. Litcretia awaking, 
and feeing death fo near, was in the greateft cfenftt- 
Son imaginable ; while Sextus, declaring his pa (lion, 
endeavoured by intreaties, mixed with menaces, to> 
make her yield -to -his defines. But when he found 
that all was m rain, and that even the fear of &eath? 
could not prevail upon her-to confent, he threatened 1 
Her with ignominy, telling her, that if fhe would fio€ 
yield, he woild fnrft kill her, and then lay one of her' 
flavesfcy l^erfiie, and dec! re to the world that he' 
had only revenged the injured honor of Collatinus; 
The dread of Ifcfamygdt the 'better of Lucreti aV 
conilancy ; and Sextus, having obtained his wi flics/ 
set uraed early the next morning to *&e camp. : 

But- 
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But now Lucrkti*, not being able to endure 
the thoughts of life, after the violence that flie had 
differed, wrote to her huflaand to meet her at her 
fathers houfe, and then went to Rome in her cha- 
riot, Ltvy fays, that flie deiired h^r father and 
hufbatxl to meet her at her own l.oufe. With her 
father Lucretius* came Publius Valerius, afterward t 
Popiicola ; and with her hufband, Lucius Junius 
Brutus, and many other Romans of diftinclion. Fop 
Luc&eti* had acquainted them, that flic had au 
a&ir of the utntoft* confequence ; to impart to them* 

When the afiembly was pretty numerous, flie 
difclofed in few words the whole matter, declared 
her firm resolution not to outlive the lofs of her re* 
putafcion ; aud conjured them net to let the crime of 
Sextus Tarquin go unpunifhed. They all endeavour- 
ed tocowfort her, telling her that there could be no 
guilt, where the heart was innocent and the will 
defeating. But tins Roma a heroine, embracing her 
father and hu&and with a floud of tears, plunged a.- 
dagger which fhc had: concealed under her garment,, 
ijito her breaft, and fell down, dead at their feet. 
While fo tragical a fight filled the fpeclators witlir 
grief and confternation, Brutus, throwing off his long 
difguife, drew near the body of Lucrj:tia, and' 
{hatching the poniard ootof her boforn^ told her re- 
lations, there pxefent, that tears and lamentations: 
Could not be beard* while vengeance died ioloud. 

The* 
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Then, fhewing the bloody poniard to the aflembly, 
" I fwear (faid he) by this blood, which was once 
*• fo pure, and - which nothing but the deteftable vil- 
" lainy of Tarquin could Itave polluted, that I will 
" purfue Lucius Tarquinius the Proud, his wicked 
" wife, and their children, with fire and fword ; nor 
" will ever fuffer any of that family, or any other, 
"to reign at Rome. Ye Gods, I call you to witneft 
u this my oath." At thefe words he prefented the 
dagger to Collatinus, Lucretius, Valerius, and the 
reft of the company ; and engaged them to take the 
fame oath. 

These noble Romans, furprized at the fudden 
and unexpe&ed appearance of fo much wifdom in 
an ideot, thought him infpired, and gave up them- 
fdves enrircly to his counfels. He then let them 
know, that his folly had been feigned, exhorted 
them to revenge the death of Lucretia, and en* 
couraged them to fliake off the fhameful yoke under 
which they had fo long groaned. By thefe meafures 
he at the fame time revenged the murder of his fa«* 
ther and brother, and paved the way to his own ad- 
vancement. Finding them all reforved to fubmit to 
his conduft, and to lake fuch meafure«as he fhould 
jwdge molt proper for the execution of his defign, he 
commanded the gates to be fhut, that all might be 
kept a fecret from Tarquin, 'till fuch time as the 
people might be affemMed, the dead body expofed,- 

4fed«£ public decree paflcd for banifhing the king. 

T«* 
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Tits fenate being convened, rtooae oppofed the 
banifhment of Tarquin ; but as they were divided in 
their opinions with refpeft to the new form of go- 
vernment, Brutus represented to them the abfolute 
itecefiity of edming to a fpcedy refolution, Slewing 
them, that the regal power was abt confident with 
the fccurity of the Hate and fafety of the people; 
that the governrhent W3S therefore not to be trufte'd 
with one man, but that two were to be chofcn by 
the people, who fhould govern with equal au- 
thority and power. Theri, becaufc names alone gave 
fome people offence, he ad*ifed them to change tho 
name of kingdom for that of common-wealth, and* 
inftead of the title of king and monarch, to give 
thofe who fhould govern, fome more modeft and po- 
pular narhe. He added that the main thing to keep 
thefe maglftrates In awe* would be to prevent their 
perpetual power ; and that, if they were annual, af- 
ter the manner of Athens* they might leam both how 
to obey, and how . to command. Laity; to amufe 
thofe who thought the title neeeHary to the well-being 
of the ftate, that the name of king might not be 
wholly loft, he was for giving it tQ one who fhould, 
be charged with the care of religious matters, and be 
called Rex Sacrorum, This employment was to be 
for life; and attended with immunity; from warfare* 
But the Ret Sacrorum was only to concern bimfelf 
with thofe religions rites which the king ha<4 charge 
of before. The particulars of his fgeech were all 
• Vqu II. Q^ x approved 
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approved by the fenate ; and a decree was immedi- 
ately iffued for banilhing the king and all Jus pos- 
terity. 

Brutus, having thus gained the fenate caufed 
the yet-bleeding Ltjcreti a to be carried »to the 
place, where the general afiembiies were ufually 
held ; and placing the dead body where it might be 
hen by all, he ordered the people to be called toge- 
ther. When the multitude were aflembled, he began 
his fpeech to them by explaining the myftery of his 
pad conduct, and the neceflity that he had been un- 
der, for more than twenty years together, of coun- 
terfeiting folly, as the only means of preferving his 
life, after the murder of his father and elder brother. 
Then fee proceded to acquaint them with the refolu- 
tion, which the patricians had taken to depofe the 
tyrant ; and preffed tjiem in the tfrongeft terms, to 
concur in that defign. He enumerated the many- 
crimes, which had rendered Tarquin odious to his 
ftibje&s ; that he had poifoned his own brother and 
wife, murdered his lawful fovereign, and filled the 
common fewers wkh the bodies of the nobility ; that 
he came to the throne as an ufurper, and con- 
tinued on it as a tyrant ; being treacherous to his bed 
friends, and inhuman to all his fubje&s ; that his 
three fons were of a temper as tyrannical as hirhfelf, 
efpecially the elder, of which they had a difinal in- 
ftance before their eyes j that fince Jhe king was ab- 

fent 
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fent, and' the patricians refolved to fhake off the yoke," 
neither men, money, nor foreign aid fhould be want- 
ing, had they but courage for the enterprize. He 
concluded with urging, that it was fhamcful in them: 
to think of commanding the Volfci, the Sabines, 
and other nations abroad, while they were flaves at 
home ; and to maintain fo many wars, in order to 
gratify the ambition of a tyrant, while they had not 
courage to undertake one for their own liberty. 
As for the army before Ardea, he told them, that 
he did not doubt but they would" readily join in what- 
ever fhould be agreed upon within the city. 

The multitude, tranfported with joy at the 
thoughts of liberty, gave their confent with loud ac- 
clamations, and called for arms. But Brutus did not 
judge it advifable to put aims into their hands, 'till" 
they had confirmed by their fttrages, the decree of 
the fenafe, banifhing Tarquin. This decree depriv- 
ed him of all the prerogatives belonging to the regal 
authority, condemned him and all his pofterity to 
perpetual banifhment, and devoted to the infernal 
gods every Roman who fhould by word or deed at- 
tempt his reiteration. The Curi* being aflembled/ 
and the decree propofed, they were all unanimous in 
confirming it* 

And now the adnvniftration be?ng reduced to 
an interregnum, Lucretius was by the fuSrages of 

Qji the ^ 
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the people declared Interrex. So that it was his bw 
finefs to prepare every thing for the election of the 
new magiftrates. Her therefore called the people 
together once more, not by Curia** but by centuries ; 
and dirc&ed them to come armed into the Campus 
Martius, in order to eledt their new governors, who* 
according to the plan of government proposed by 
Brutus, and approved by the people, were to be 
called Confuls. The iaterrex propofcd to the peo- 
ple Junius $«utuf , the head oi the conspiracy, a«4 
Tarqviwus CoJktinu* the hi*ft»*d #f Lvchstia* 
They were accordingly ele&ed with unanimity to. 
the new dignity, and proclaimed Confute. Tlius was 
Xh*. oracle fulfilled, 

1$. the mean time Tarquia, being informed by 
force who had got out of the city before the gates 
were {hut, that Brutagpa* rajfiog commotions to his* 
prejudice*, battened to Rome, attended only by bit 
fans, and a fmaU number of his moft trufty friends* 
for he was little apprehenfive of a confpiracy «**> 
ried on by one whom he defpifed as an ideoft. But 
finding to his great furprtze, the gates fliut, and the 
people in arms upon the walls, he returned with ail 
foffihle expedition to the camp* There the army 
during his fhort ab fence, had been gained over by the 
confpirators to their party. Livy tells us, that Bru- 
tus went in peribn to the camp ; and that he arrived 
before Ardea at the feme time that Tarquia appeared 

at. 
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at thfc.gates of Rome. Others fay, that the nfw con- 
sul fent letters to the camp, giving an account of 
the resolutions taken at Rome/ and exhorting the 
troops to fhake off the tyrannical yoke. However 
• that be, certain it is, that before Tarquin returned, . 
the foldiers, being convened by centuries, had ua 
ammoufly agreed to receive the decree of the city; fa 
that, when Tarquin returned, they refuied to admit 
Jiim. The tyrant, being thus driven from his capi* 
tal, and abandoned by his troops, was forced at the 
age of fcventy-fix,» to fly with his wife and children < 
to Gabii, or as Livy will have it, to Caere in He* 
truria. Titus Herminius and Marcus Horatius, who 
commanded the army under Tarquin, made a truce 
with the Rutulians for fifteen years ; and, having 
raifed the iiege of Ardeay returned to Rome with all ' 
their forces. Thus ended the regal flare of Rome, 
two hundred and forty-two years, according to the 
common computation} after the building of the 
city; and a new form of government was introduced, 
which, without any considerable .alteration, fub* 
fiftei to the times of the emperors* 
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GHAPi VIII. 
OC G E L O N. 

IT was fn tlt.c reign of Gelon,. that the city of 
Sy racufe firft made a confid^rable figure* He was 
torn in the city of Gela in Sicily, from which place 
it is probable that he took his name. He fignalized 
himfelf in the wars which Hippocrates the tyrant of 
Gela, carried on againft the neighbouring ftates* 
moil of which he reduced, and was very near making 
himfelf matter of Syracufe. For he defeated the 
Syracufians in a battle fought on the banks . of the 
Helorus. As it was, he obliged them to deliver up 
to Hippociatcs the city of Camarjna, which *til| 
that time they had always been in pbiTeffion of. 

After the death, of Hfppocrates, .Gelon tool^ 
upon him the. adminiftration in the name of Hippo. 
crates* children,, who were his wards ; and being 
oppofccl by the citizens, defeated them in battle. 
Qn this he is fai4 to have feized on the fQvereignty. 
for himfelf. Encouraged by this fuccefs, he, under* 
tpok to reftore fome Syracufians, whp ha4 been ex- 
pelled their city by a contrary fa&ion. With thefe. 
rxiles lu muiChed from Cafmene cO Syracux, where . 
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he wa$ received by the populace with loud acclama* 
tions, and put in pofleflion of the city. Being now 
raafteroifo wealthy a place, he gave the govern- 
ment of Gela to his brother Hiero, # and bent alfc 
his thoughts on the beautifying of Syracufe, and ex- 
tend ing the limits of that flat e.. His firft care was 
to people it well ; and therefore, having deftroyed* 
tjie city of Camarjna, he removed the inhabitants* 
to Syracufe, 

He had, foon after, feme difputes with the Me- 
gareans, who were fupported by all the Eubcean* 
that inhabited Sicily. But their joint forces were- 
pot able to cope with Gelon, who drove them out?- 
of the field, .tool* and razed their cities, and tranf* 
planted the nioft wealthy of t*ie inhabitants to hist 
favourite city. Here he allowed them to enjoy the. 
y fame rights, and. priv Hedges as the natives them-* 
felves. The. common .people he fold for flaves, ob** 
Ug in g the.purchafers to tranfport them out of the 1 
ifland. For, he faid that " It was more eafy to go- 
44 vern a thoufand men, of fubftance, than one wh<j 
*t had nothing to lofe." 

By. thefe wife meafures the power of Syracufif 
rpfe in>a fhort time^ to a. very great height; and 
the friendfhip of Gelon was courted not only by 
tic neighbouring ftite>, but by thofe of Greece* 
gamely, tfiofe of Athens and, Lacedsmon, who> 
...:.. joint Jy, 
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jointly fent ambafladors into Sicily, inviting fcinr 
to enter into an alliance wittt them againft Xerxes 
king of Pecfia, who was ready to invade Greece with 
a formidable army. 

Gslon, itfeems, had been before this time «** 
gaged in a war with the Carthaginians, and oa that 
occafkm had implored in vain the affiftance of the 
Athenians and Lacedaemonians. For he now up- 
braided the ambafladors with the contempt which 
Afltens and Lacedamon had fhewn him, when he 
fclltoited foccowrs againft the Carthaginians. How* 
ever, he declared at the fame time, that he was for 
for from oetaliatiag fuch ungenerous treatment, that 
eft the contrary, he was ready to fopply ' them with 
1*6 hundred galleys, twenty thoufand men com* 
pletdy armed, two thoufand horfe, two thoofand 
how men> two thoufand flingers, two thoufand fight: 
Korfe; and moreover, to turnifh the whole Greek 
*imy with corn/ daring the continuance* of the war ; 
on condition that they would appoint him command* 
ft w chief of all theij ibices. . 

This propofal was reje&ed by the ambafladors 
with indignation, TWey told him that, if he was. 
Willing to fuccour Greece under the conduft of the 
Athenians and Lacedaemonians, they w uld Willing* 
\y enter into a con ederacy with him againft the 
commot enemy. But, if. hedifdained to obey their 
^ otdcu 
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orders, they did not care for his atfiftance. G«- 
tON replied with a great deal of temper, that he 
could not help thinking that he had a better claim 
to the fuprewe command than either the Laced«~ 
jnoaians or Athenians* finqc he had a far greater 
number both of fea and land forces : yet he would 
abate fomewfeat of his Sift pretentions, and be falls- 
fied with the command either of the fleet or the ar- 
my, and allow them to chuie which of the two they 
Vfced beft. The ambaffadors, notwithstanding the 
great ftrtigfct* their refpe&ive countries were in en 
that d&ftseftful occafioa, would not liften to any tech 
proposals. Whereupon they were commanded by 
6*to j* to quit hi$ donjuxioas forthwith. 

In the mean time Gelov, being informed, that 
Xerxes, had croffed the Hellefpont, and apprehend- 
ing that the Greeks would not be able to refifl fo for* 
midable a power* dispatched to Delphi one CactatM* 
a perfon whom be could confide in, with rich pre* 
feats; enjoining him to wait the event of a battle^ 
and, in cafe Xerxes ihoald conquer, to prefeat hia* 
with the treasure* and to pay him hoteage in hi* 
name; but, if the Greeks fhould get the better of the 
barbarians, to briag back the prefcats to Sicily, 

- Tn* perfon employed oa this *eeafion was Tiki* 
ferf in heroe and a patriot* For Cadmus had' been 
formerly lord of Cos* ajKLhadicceivedtlutdca^KU* 

ol 
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of that iflund by inheritance from his anceftors. Biit> 
becaufe they had ufurped that fovereignty, and un* 
juftly deprived the inhabitants of their liberty, he 4 
voluntarily refigned his authority, reftorcd the Coans 
to their a ncieht* rights and priviledges, and retired to 
the city of Zancle in Sicily, where he lived a pri- 
vate life. Gklon, who was well- acquainted with* 
his character, now entrufted him with prefents of art 1 
immenfe value. Neither was -he- deceived in the o-" 
pinion which -he had entertained of his integrity.- 
For Cadmus no fooner heard' that the Perfians'had: 
been defeated, and that Xerxes was retiring with his! 
forces, than he returned to Sicily, and delivered tip* 
to Gklon the treafures which had been committed? 
to his truft, and which with impunity, he might have 
appfopr tared to himfelf*. 

Gelon feems at this time to have been quite ig* ; 
aorant of the alliance which Xerxes had concluded? 
with the Carthaginians, before he undertook his ex-* 
pedition into Greece. By that treaty it was agireed; : 
that while the' Perffons invaded Greece, the Cartha- 
giiwans Inould f aH on tlio r e who were of the Greek 7 
a me in Sicily and Italy, that they might be divert- 
ed froai a (lifting one another. Purfuant to this agree-- 
ment, the Cartha n i»uans madevaft preparations with 
a view to recover the places, which* they had for- 
merly po'ffeffed in Sicily. Axvi thefe preparations 
£u£to ;have been .continued for three^ yearsv 

During 
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During *his time Hamilcar, the fon of Hanno, wJio 
was charged with the management of the war, not 
only raifed what forces he could in Africa ; but alfo 
with the money fent him by Xerxes, hired a great 
number of mercenaries in. Spain, Gaul and Italy. 
So that his army amounted to three hundred thou- 
fand men, and his fleet to two thoufand ihips of war, 
and three thoufand tranfports. 

WiTH this formidable army Hamilcar failed from 
Carthage, and landed without oppofition at Panor- 
mu c . He then laid fiege to Himera, a maritime city 
in that neighbourhood. Theron, the Tyrant of 
Agrigentum, whofe daughter Gelon had married, 
was then in poflfeflion of Himera, having driven 
from thence Terriilus, to whom tint city did of right 
belong. The tyrant, feeing his city all on a fudden 
invefted with fo numerous an army, difpatched mef- 
fenger after meflenger to his fon-in-law, iniploxing 
a fpeedy fuccour. 

Gelox, upon the firft notice that he had of 
Theron s diftrejs, drew together an army of fifty 
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, and marched 
with all poflible expedition to his relief. " The Car- 
thaginian general, on his fitting down before Himera, 
which was a place of great ftrength, had caufed two 
large camps to be well fortified. In one of them he 
lodged lus land-army ; . and his flaps, which he 
' ' had 
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had caufed to be drawn afhore, in the other, plao 
ing tlierc all his marines for their defence. 

GeloH, upon his.arrival in the neighbourhood o/ 
Himera, intercepted a courier carrying letters from 
the inhabitants bf Selimts, who were confederates of 
the Carthaginians; to Hamilcar. By thefe he under* 
flood, that Hamilcar was to offer the next morning 
in the camp of the marines, » a folemn facrihce to 
Neptune ; and that he had appointed the Stiinun* 
tine cavalry to join him the fame day in the faid 
camp. Gelok, taking advantage of this intelli- 
gence, drew out an equal number of his own horfe, 
ordering them to advance to the enemy's camp 
about the time agreed on, as if they were Selinun- 
tincs. His orders were put in execution, and the* 
body of cavalry admitted, without the leaft fufpi- 
cion, into the camp. Hamilcar was then bufy in 
facrificing, and the greater part of the foldiery at- 
tending him without arms. The Syracufians there* 
fore, without the Jeaft opposition, making up to 
Hamilcar, killed him, purfuant to their general's or- 
der, cut in pieces moft of his marines, and fei fire to 
his mips. 

In this 6iitica4 conjuncture, Gelon, who had 
ftofice of (he fuccefs by fignal given him from ike 
lop Of a neighbouring hill, drew out his army, and 
matted the other camp, The. Carthaginians at foil 

4uade 
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*faade a gallant refiflance. ' But when news was brought 
; to them of their generals death, and they faw at the 
feme time their whole fleet in a blaze, their f pints 
failed them, and thfcy had no longer courage'to ftarid 
their ground, but betook themfelves to a precipitate 
flight. Then tlie Slaughter was drea<iful. It is faid 
lhat no fewer thdn ah Htindredfcnd fifty thoufand 
were killed in the purfuit. The reft retired to an 
eminence, where they made head for a time againft 
the enemy. ' But "being Turrounded on all fides, with* 
out any hopes of relief, they were obliged for want 
of prbvifionstofurrcnder'at discretion. So that of 
this mighty army, 'the greateft that liad eVer been 
Traifedin thofe wefterri parts,' not a ftrigle man made 
his efcape. Diodorus Siculus fays, that the Cartha- 
tginians were defeated in Sicily on the'fame day tint 
'Leonidas was killed'at Thermopylae* 

Avte* the tattle, 6elon amply rewarded all 

Hhofe wlio had rlgnjrlized themfdves'in thea&ion, 

Specially the body of horfe, to* which lie was chiefly 

indebted for the vift6ry. The greateft* part of the 

*f polls which were of immenfe valde, he offered to the 

*gods, adorning with them the temples of Syracufe 

and Himera. The captives he fhared with his allies, 

who employed rherh hi public works for the common 

• good. And fo mftfly Ivef e taken that all Afrida, 

as our author fays, feemed to be tranfplanted into 

Sicily. Some of the private citizens of Agrigenrtflrt, 

Vol. II. » *W> 
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who had diftinguiihed themfclves above the »e$ t 
had -five-hundred men each. They were aU put k 
irons, and fet apart for the public ferviae. And on 
this occafion it was, that the Agrigeatlaes burk 
their famous temple, -and fmade thofe conduits wiuch 
vwere fo much -admired by the ancients, and called 
Phoeaces, from ^rie ^hoeaxj who was the overfeejr 
*>f the work. 

Of the two thc-ufand Ihir* 4>f war and three 
thoufand trarif ports, of which the Carthaginian fleet 
confifted, eight Atjps only, Which happened to be 
•out at fea when the camp of $he. marines was ta&ea, 
made their efcape and failed for Carthage : but, fee- 
ibre tliey readied -that place, they Vert all t»ft away 4 
a few men bnty beingfavfe^inafnitebn boat; Thefe 
arriving at Carthage* hrolight the difoalncws of the 
entire defeat of their army, and the lefs of their fleet, 

T*e grief, oefeltermtrro aftd tfeffKK*, wfeickftfefi 
an unejepefted difafter pecaffaned in the city, k bet 
to be etcpreffecL As th£ Carfchagimaflas* in «ti great 

. reverfes of fortune, £y& loft tlteir -courage and funk 
anto despondence, -they looked upon tjiemfelves -as 
^utterly ruined, expecting every He-meat 4o'Jee the 
victorious army 4and at Calth&gfe. in this fright 

, *hey immediately difpatched ambaffadars Into Sicily, 
jenjoining them to ftrike up a peac? with Gelon up- 
^Uiany tente Thjcaanbailadorg without 'dej^jr put 
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f© fea j andlanding at Syracufe, threw themfelves at 
rhe conquerors feef, and with many tears begged 
him to receive their city into favor, and grant them 
a peace upon what conditions himfelf ihould think 
fit to prefcribe. Gelon heard them with great hu- 
manity, and, being touched with companion, grant- 
ed them a peace upon the following conditions ; v/>. 
n That they fliould pay two thoufand talents of filver 
* ta defray the expences they had put him to ; 
" ihould build two temples where the articles of the 
•* treaty Ihould be lodged, and kept as facred ; and 
** that, for the future, they Ihould abftain from bf- 
** fering humarr facri fices." * . 

This laft article fliews the humanity of Gelon's 
temper* And indeed no prince ever gave more in- 
ftances of good-nature than he ; after his authority 
was. once eftabKthedk Some a&s of feverity, which 
he is iajd to have j»j<a&ifed, before he was firmly 
feated on the throne, are generally afcribed to his 
councilors, who prompted him to them againft the 
natural bent of his benevolent difpofition. The 
Carthaginians did not think this a dear purchafe of a 
peace, which was abfolutely neceffary for their af- 
fairs, and which they dur ft hardly hope for. They 
now (hewed their gratitude to Demarata, Gelon's 
wife, who had been chiefly inftrumental in procuring 
them fo favorable a peace, by fending her a crown 
of gold, which was valued at an hundred talents. 
R z This 
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This crown Gelon turned into money, and* 
coined pieces called from his wife's name, Demar- 
etia, each of them being of the value of ten Attic^ 
drachmas. 

Gsiom after the concluflon of fhe peace* having, 
nothing to fear from Africa, refolved to embark his; 
troops, and palling over into Greece, join his coun- 
trymen there, against rJie.Perfians* For, upon/econd - 
thoughts he ha4 changed his mind, and refoh ed ra- 
ther to ferve under the Lacedaemonians and A then-* 
ians, than furTer the .barbarians to infult over thofe- 
of the Greek name. For jSicUy and the lower part*, 
of Italy had been fettled with colonies from Greece* 

But when all things were in readinefs for this- 
expedition, a metfenger from Corinth brought him. 
the joyful news of the yi&ory which the Greeks had 
gained at Salamfc, and at the fame time acquainted .. 
him that Xerxes, with a great part of his army had 
left Europe, Hereupon he. difbanded his army, af-, 
ter having commended his foldiers. and officers for 
the forwardness they had fliewn to aflift their country- 
men in Greece, and given . each, of them fome token 
of his favor. He cqmman<Jed the allies, to return 
tp their refpe&ive homes; and the mercenaries, 
he quartered in places at a great diftance from, his 
metropolis of Syracufe. 



N 
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And now, having rib troops within, t>r near the 
city, he fummofted a general affemHy of all the in- 
hafcifants of Syracufe, commanding them to eome 
armed, as if they weie to Encounter an enemy. 
When they were met, he hrmfclf repaired to the af* 
fembly without' arms or guards-, arid there gave thenv 
an account of his whole conduft, flie wing to what 
iifes he had applied the feveral fums wittr nfhieli he 
Had been entr!ufted> and in what manner he had em- 
ployed hh authority, adding that «* he had never 
w ah^ thing dfe i'ft view, but the pufclfc welfare. 1 - 
tk But However*- if he h*d ttotough ignorance done 
* irtty thing ami*,' they were at ffott liberty t& i&J 
" ffc&What ptMrfteiien* they tfiougM: fi*, finee they 
* wSre all well armed, ahd-himMf without arias o* 
^guards to fcfecA hhfrfetf &om their vengeance." 

Tite numerous affemHy, (truck with ft*' unexpeft*' 
ed a ft ee c n # and ftiM 4 ' more with the unufual tonfi* 
6ence which- they faW repoffed in them> anfwered 
with loud acclamations, calling him their Great Be* 
nefa&or, their Deliverer, their king. This laft title • 
C^Eilo^had eve*rdeelift«d; <ffyliiig himfel? only 1>rx- 
tot of Syracufe* Bu% the Syracafian* obliged hint,, 
before he left theaffembly, to accept of it, an* 
*fkh e%e coafeifc. mvefled htm with the fupremfe 
s&rthonty. *Jo* did ttoeTr gratitude flo> here. : A 
^decree paffed withduf oppofition, Which iettled the 
«j*owh after*** deaftfroft hi&*w^lw«thCTS/tiien>ani 
R 3 > ' T!irafyb«Su>\ •■ 
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Thrafybulus. And becaufe he had, by coming with* 
out arms or guards, into the affembly, put his life, 
into their hands, they commanded, a ftatue to be 
ereded, representing him (imply in., the „ habit of a 
citizen, hoping thereby to tranfmit the. memory of 
fo remarkable an a&ion to the kteit pofterity* 

This ftatue met afterwards with a very fingular 
fate. Afcput an hundred and thirty years after it 
had bee&.fet up, Timoleon, haying, reftgred the 
Syracufians to , their ancient liberty, thought it ad- 
visable to fell all the ftanies of the princes who. had 
governed 'till that tijrte ; in ^order to erafcthe feaft. 
fqptfteps of tyranny ^ and at the, fame time to,rdieve 
the wants of the people. . Bu^firftheJbrouglUthemto 
a trial, ?s fo^many criminals, hearing the deppfitiqri* 
and witnefles againft them. They were all condem- 
ned with one voice, thjs ftatue of GEfofl excepted. 
For this found an eloquent advocate in the fincer^ 
gratitude which the citizens ftill retained fpr fo bej 

ceficent a prince. 

* ~ ■» 

Thb Syracufians had no cavfe. to repent their 
having entrnfted him with jthe, foyereign power, 
For he employed the fhort time of his reign in tha 
Iruiy royal. care of making his people Jiappy. , He 
was the rlrft man, who became more yirtuou? by be- 
ing raifed to a throne. Before his. power was efta- 
Miflied, he was, contrary to. Us natural difpofit ion, 

obliged 
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obliged to ufe fome feverity, as we have .obferved; 
before. But when the fuprejne authority, was^.by tlie, 
common confent of the citizens, put -into his bands* 
he made, it his only ftudy to oblige, and to.fervje th$ 
public to the utmoft of his power, without any regard 
to. his private eafe and advantage. 

The firft thing he did, after his acceflion to tho 
throne, was to Ipeftom on. ten thoufand foreigners? 
who had ferved under him, all the. rights and pr& 
viledges of Syr acufian citizens. This he did with a 
view to. people his capital, to encreafe the power of 
the ftate, and to reward the fervices of fomanjf 
brave men, who had expofed their lives for the 
defence, of. the sity f Ha« was particularly, famous 
for his honefty, t r nth, and fincmty, rare, qualities ia 
a prince. For he Js faid to ..have never wilfully 
wronged a fubjeft, nor ever to* have^ promised a-., 
thing, whichJie.did.not; perform. , 

Happening once to be in great want.of money 
for carrying on an expedition* . and not caring to . 
load his fubjeds with extraordinary taxes, he con* 
vened Unpeople, laid befpre them 4he ftate of his 
finances, and^defired them to contribute voluntarily 
what every onq. could ^orcU» and ihoyld, think, pro 
per. This was . before,,, his vj£tary..over„the Cartha- 
ginians ;. and the Syracufians, not yet well enough 
acquainted with Gelqn's. chataftgr, |e? med unv^U- 
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Ung to be at afny cxpcncc on account of that e*pe* 
dition for Which the money was designed. He there- 
fore entreated them to lend him the neceflfary furr^ 
affuring them, that tho' ft was to be em^oyexi for 
ttoe public good, they ftouldr be reimburfed, as fooa 
as the war was ended. He was then furniftied wirir 
the fum he wanted ; which he not only paid with . 
punctuality at the time, but divided great part of 
the booty, which he ggt ix* that expedion, anlongft 
tkofe wlro lent it. 

T*e encouragement of Agriculture Was one of the? 
great object of his atteittibm And he took great* 
pains to make his fttbjafts fegard it as an hoftorabte 
employment. He< amfttated the hitfba«dmen by h& 
prefence, and took deligtit to employing his fpar£ 
Kouts hi working with them in tfce fields. Htrde* 
lign in fo dtfiftg* was rt*t Ynereiy to render thexotto*. 
try rich and fruitful*- tho'-- ttis was a noble motive j 
but alfo to inure his fubje&s to toils, and fo to pre- 
serve them frdm a thoufand disorders, winch i&£vit-» 
ably attend a foft and indolent life* 

tfc wHs a ptofeffed enemy to all hadury, pomp; 
tnd oftentation, and ever ufed his utmoft endea'- 
▼ours to baniffe from his dominions aft fuch calling 
as had a natural Pendency to debafueh the manners* 
tnd enervate the courage of hh fubjeds. From his 
*i#»cy *c &ew«d a g*at difmclinattoii to mufiev 

which 
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which was yet in. great repute among the Greeks* 
While he was one day at an entertainment, a lyre 
being prefentedy according to the cuftom which then 
prevailed, to each* of the guefts ? when it-was Ge- 
ion's turn to play, he, inftead of founding 4h« in- 
fhument, as the reft had done, caufed his hovfe to< 
be brought, and mounting him with. wonderful agili- 
ty and grace, lhewed^ them that he had learned a*> 
more noble and nianly exercife .than that of playing* 
otkXhc lyre... 

Ever fincethe defeat of the Carthaginians, the 
foveral cities of Sicily enjoyed a .profound peace. 
Such as had fided with the enemy, were upon their 
firlt application generoufly pardoned by the conquer- 
or, and fufTered quietly to enjoy their ancient li- 
berties. The Syracufians above all-others were hap- 
py under the aufpicious government of fo good and v 
beneficent a . prince. Their republic indeed was* 
changed into a monarchy.. But the laws, not the j 
monarchy bore the whole iway* . Their properties 
were as fafe, their liberties asextenfive, as when 
they were their own matters, and their city in a. 
much more flourjihing .condition than ever. Their 
king affumed no part .of the kingly office, befides- 
the toils and/are* of -it, and the fatkfaftion of 
procuring happingfs to others ; which is the great- 
er! of all fat isfaft ions. He was often heard to fay, 
(hat the Syr^cuugns, in ^placing the crown . upon* 
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his bead^ could have no other view but ta, tnga$p» 
kirn, by £o figaaL a favor, ta defend the fate, to. 
preserve order in. all things* to protect ionojcnce 
and jufrkey and. to exhilpib by iiis fimple* modeft, 
f Aigal and reguka life, a pattern etfaE civil vir- 
tues to his fubjccW And* this gtorious defig* her- 
anfiyered beyond any, peine* that had ever fwayedr 
a foeprre before kiflu Boa bis. whole; life was- taken* 
up in, promoting tte wM&>p.,o£ the. 600% the ob* 
fervance of the laws* and the welfare ofc bis. iuh* 
jedts. 

Bvt his reign wa&Jhaft, Heaven only, havingp 
ftcwn, as. we may lay, to the world,, that tbofk 
who in after-ages were to be fat over others, might 
inGsLOK have a peritft pattern, of all the virtue* 
which adorn the regal ftaAion. He diedof a Dropfy 
ia the third* or the beginning of the fburtk, year 
of his reign ; dating the commencement of it front 
the decree of the Syracuuans above mentioned* 
The grief of his fubje&s for the lofe of their beft 
friend and common father, as they not undtfervedly 
fly led him, was equal to the love and efteem which 
they had entertained for him-, while living. Even 
on his death-bed he gave an inftanceofhis refpedfe 
for the laws. The Syracufians had enacted one a* 
gunft the extravagant pomp of funerals. Gelon. 
therefore, always willing to confirm, by his example,. 

t the people had agreed upon, entreated his bro- 
ther 
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Iher Hicro^ wjio was to fuccede him, to be careful 
Tthat this law was ftxitfly obferved in his funeral. 

The whole city accompanied the body of their 
"beloved king ft the place where it was to be inter- 
red, tho* more than twfenty miles diftant from Syra- 
cuse. The people, in token of their gratitude and 
affe&ion for fo excellent a prince, «re6te4 upon the 
fpot where he was buried, a magnificent Maufoleum, 
furrounded with nine towers of a furprizing height, 
and exquifite ftru&ure ; arid decreed him thofe ho- 
nours, which were 11-fually paid to the demigods or 
heroes. The Carthaginians afterwards demolished 
the Maufoleum, and Agathocles the towers. But, 
fays our hiftorian, neither violence", envy, nor time 
which deftroys all other things, could efface the glory 
of his name, or abolifh the memory of his exalted 
virtues and noble a&ions, which love and gratitude 
Jiad engraved in the hearts of his fubje&s. 

Pliny relates an extraordinary occurrence out of 
Philiftus on this occafion ; that, when the body of 
Ge lon was burned, according to the cuftom of 
thofe times, his favorite dog followed the body of his 
deceafed matter to the funeral pile, and, throwing 
Jiimfelf into the flame, was with it reduced to allies. 

End of the fecond Volume* 
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